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Subject: Keel-bellied whip snake, Dryophiops rubescens (Reptilia: Squamata: Colubridae).  

 

Subject identified by: Craig Justin Tan. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Pasir Laba Road; 5 August 2018; around 1000 hrs. 

 

Habitat: Edge of secondary forest. 

 

Observer: Craig Justin Tan. 

 

Observation: An example of about 40 cm total 

length was observed along the stretch of fence at 

the northern border of Pasir Laba Camp. The 

snake, found around 2 m above the ground, was 

alert and active. A latero-ventral view of the head 

and anterior body of the snake in-situ is shown in 

the accompanying picture. 

 

Remarks: Dryophiops rubescens is a diurnal 

species and has been recorded from the Central 

Nature Reserves, Pulau Ubin, Pulau Tekong, 

(Baker & Lim, 2012: 102). One example was 

recently found at the edge of the Western 

Catchment (Chua, 2014), and the featured 

observation seems to be the second record from 

that area. 
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