Notes on the Herpetological Collections in the
Selangor Museum
By N. BMEDLEY, M.A,
{with two text-firures)

In conjunction with a previous paper (Bull, Raffles Mus., 5,
1931, pp. 49-54) which dealt with the eollections in the Rafles
Museum, SBingapore, these notes are intended to bring our know-
ledge of the Peninsular fauna up to date. They are based
mainly on an examination of the collections in the Selangor
Museum, bul specimens forwarded through that institution and
in some cases transferred to the Raffles Museum are included;
in this connection thanks are due to Mr. H. M. Pendlebury,
Curator, Selangor Museum. A recent paper on the amphibians
and reptiles of the Cameron Highlands (Bull. Raffles Mus., 6,
1931, pp. 105-123) should alzo be consulted.
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1 have dispensed willl o synonymy, as these notes are supple-
mentary to the work already done by Boulenger (Fauna Malay
Peninsula, 1912) and Smith (Bull. Eaffles Mus., 3, 1820), whete
a1l the necessary veferences will be found.

1 had hoped that locality records might have some hearing
on the problem of discontinuous distribution, but the only con-
clusion to be drawn appears to be that more systematic collecting
has been carried out in the north of the Peninsula than in the
zouth, excepl near sattlements and special Joealities such as hills,
and many species may vet be collected from lnealities hitherto
unrecorded. 1 do nol consider remarkable the fact that the
gon-snales show 4 hreak in continuity (ef. Bmith, Bull. REaffles
Mus., 3, p. iv}. Although not affected by geopraphical barriers
they must be influenced, like all marine organisms, by physieal
conditions. However, i1 some CasEes, notably that of Thalassop-
his and Thalassophing, the discontinuity is more appavent than
real: in dealing with marine forms the area over whicl collecting
ia carried out is usually & very small percentage of the whole,
and strictly lgeal conditions such as the presence or absence of
coral, of river-mouths, of apgregations of plankton and there-
fore of small food-fishes must all be taken into account. Simi-
tavly, the land forms are not dependent only on gengraphical
houndaries, and 2 species originally peeupying the Peninsula
might well have found a more suitable anvironment both north
and south of its original home. A change in biotie pnvironment
frequently. causes i gpecies to migrale, not necossarily in one
direction only.

1. DOUBTFUL RECORDS.

When compiling his supplement to Toulenger's Reptilia and
Batrachia from the Malay Peninsula (Bull. Raffles Dus., 3,
1930), Dr. Maleolm Smith deleted from Boulenger's earlier list
several species whose presence Wwas recorded on nnreliable
grounds, many of them from the coliections of Cantor. He re-
tained other records which seemed to me to have no better claim
to authenticity; 1 have examined the position with regard to these
species and the list which follows gives the names of those which
should, in my apinion, be deleted as their presence in the faunal
lizt is misleading. Where specimens are available for examina-
tion in the Selangor Museum, 1 find that they aré either definitely
from areas outside the Peninsula or have 10 indication of the

locality whence they were derived.

Several factors make it advigable to examine these old re-
cords with greal care, chief of which are the fact that the speci-
mens, particularly those of Cantor, were often, purchased from
dpalers in Penang o Singapore, and also that many eollections
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The following species pr
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Hemidactylus depressus Gray.

The British Museum speci feni
i ] pecimen “ss om Si
pore’” was probably not actually cn]lsgclgleéutmzle o B

Hemidaetylus leschenaultii D. & B.

Obtained by C: i
apecimen. y Cantor in Penang. Probably not a local

Hemidoetylus flaviviridis Ruopp.
Cantor : Penang.
Varanus flavescens (Grayv).
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Lygasoma albopunctatum (Gray).
Cantor: Penang.

Typhlops bothriorhynchus Gunth.
Cantor: Penang.

Typhlops mautilatus Werner,

The types are sai
: are said to be from “Malacea”,!
aubject to the same doubi as Cantor's Hp&cil:lzall'ls, B s
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1 ' i r Boulensrer, but brﬁh
found. ‘This fact is mentioned by LO}I‘Q]_'IE" ! b
Eie?uui Smith retain it in the Peninsular list; 1 consider
that it should be deleted.

Oligodon eruentalis (Gtho).
Sioliczka: Province Wallesley or Penong.

Calamaria sumatrans Edeling.

The only knewn specimen from S]ngapn}-fa was probably
imported from Sumatra, if corvectly identified.

II. NOTES ON THE COLLECTIONS

Trionyx cartilagineus {Bodd.). . ,
According to Mr. G. B. Purvis, Government Veterinary _&il—
geuu- Tiaub. Pahang, this turtle has heen found feeding on crabs.

Pelochelys bibroni (Owen). | ,
Dr. Smith states that he has nol seen any EPCC}H}EHSHUE]E:E

turtle of definitely j]_'nlmi-iLmi pmve*??c{:;féea;?lqhinbaf:ilréehsbiqtat e
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;iecgéirfﬁsﬂndjsll the time I could obtain nr:mr'e. but have 5:125(& I-?Eii

4 cast in the Selangor Museum taken from :‘:Isimmmm cang

gea, according to Mr. . Seimund of that Museum.

3 g r it line of
-as taken off the Jeram coast on “rawai {a .
unbwlitt‘e;?ﬁukasjeset for rays by Chinese 115hermen in the channel
beh:.'een Pulau Angsa and Jeram. Mr. 1. Seimund was present
at the capture.
i ' Talay “labi-labi hidong pen-

beast is known to the Malays as labi o
dek ‘:ril?‘LEl1?-lalJi" is a generic name for all :cht: soft-shelled
turtZles- the Malay name may be translated as “the short-nosed
soft-shelled turtle

Aeluroscalabotes felinus (Gthr.). . i
H . H -, T = r 1-‘
avid female of this rare 112:11::} was In.uczn c:n
Hill ﬂPeg;ikh al 1,000 on 26th Mar., 151.:!.:13[.1 by 115[1% I 313 I{E%r?;ﬁf.
: : B in 1 {f a dead palm ITrond. -
It was found lving in the base o d pa 5
tD".’:Z:llt, 100 mm. tail 70 mm. The eggs were 22 mm. by 12 min.

ownish above, with lighter, gruy[sh, clar]cjedgs{d,_1."31"!191'
obsaﬁ}eﬂ;‘uﬂﬁﬁ the antevior of which were tinged v.'{i.ljdpmhf, sbluﬂsa
of snout blackish, lips and throat white; 111_1r1|31151b{e\n1:: b rf-
whitish Aushed with pink near fore and hind lm?,l?* b[f \thJ:d 2
ish with dark markings. Tail, above 1?1'uxvn with black-edg
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transversely elongate white oeelli also found on under side which
iz red. A Dblack-edged pinkish area round anus,

The lizard appeared morvibund when taken and was tichtly
coiled; this is probably related to the fact that it was moulling
preparatory to deposition of the eggs.

This curious gecko is but rarvely seen. A cockroach (deter-
mined by Mr. H, M. Pendiebury as Ehicnode rujgesa Brunn,) was
found attached to the underside of the lizard between the fore-
limbs., When removed it was found that the gecko had seized it;

this is in accordance with the known insectivorous habit of the
lizard.

Peropus larutensis (Dlgr.).

Mr. H. M. Pendiebury obtained a female specimen of this
rare lzard on Bukit Kutu, Selangor, 3,400 on 12th Mar., 1921,

The svmphysial is not truncate and is larger than the median
chin-shields. In a specimen from Gunong Kledang, Perak, in
the Raffles Musewm collection the symphysial is not truncate but
iz slightly smaller than the median chin-shields.

As Mr, Pendlebury’s specimen is of such recent date I am
able to supply details of the coloration.

Head and back mottled brownish grey (fawn-pink in life.
H.M.P.), tail lighter with irregular dark {ransverse bands., A
davk line from snout to shoulder through eve. Underneath
whitish, the dark colour of the dorsal surface extending well on
to the ventral surface laterally; throat and chin dark spotted.
Underside of tail orange-red, brown at tip. Snout to vent,
Sd mm.; tail, 34 mm. “Found in rotten stump of tree”

Cosymbotus platyurus (Schneid.).

The specimens veferved to as Mimefozoon eraspedotus from
Eoh Samui, Gulf of Siam, by Reohinson and Kless (Journ, TLM.S.
Mus, V, 1015, p. 153) and by Smith (Bull. Rafles Mus., 3,
p. 19) are not that apecies, but C. wleiyurns.

. Calotes emma Gray.,

Two specimens from Pulau Rumbia, Straits of Malacca, are
of exceptionsal size, as is frequently the case with island dwellers:
the snout-vent lengths are 105 mm. and 100 mm., the tail in
each case being 285 mm. A[here is a specimen in the Rafiles

Pl taad £ C ;
Museum, from Taiping, nearly approaching 100 mm. in length
of head and body, but examination of a long series shows this to
be exceptional on the mainland,

Mus. 7, 1532, 18]
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Natrix conspicillata (Gthr.).
Trapidonnfus conspioillatus Cunther, P. ¥. 8., 1872, p. 026; Boulenger,
Cat. 8p. 1, 1893, p 222; Baden Kloss, Juurn, - I', B, 8. Mus.,
V1, 1513, p. 41; de Rooij, Rept Inde-Auste. Arch. II, 1917,
p. 835 Bmith, Bull. Raffles #us, 3, 1930, p. 43
The record of the presence of this snake in the FPeninsula
was based on a single specimen obtained at Ginting Bimpah,
Selangor-Pahang Boundary, 20007, on 2nd Nov., 13135,

.

Fig. 1.—Natriz conspicilluto { Gunther).
Lét”r maxillary of Ginting Simpak gpecimen. Greatly enlarged.

A dissection of the maxilla of this specimen (figure 1)
shows that the postevior teeth are abruptly enlarged, whereas
Boulenger and later Kloss, de Rooij and Smith place il in that
section of the genus in which the maxillary teeth are gradually
enlarged!. As I read Gunther's original description N. conspi-
cillate has the postervior teeth abruptly enlarged and Poulenger's
key, followed by later authors, is inaccurate in this respect. I
have also dissected specimens from Kaung, British North Borneo
and Chikus Forest Reserve, Perak, 1925, (G. H. Sworder), both
agreeing with the Ginting Simpah specimen. The Perak spaci-
men is the second example of this species to be taken in the
Malay Peninsula. In the description of the snake from Ginting
Simpah the tempoeral count should read “1-+2" and not “2+1"
{IKloss, 1915).

The label bears a note on the colour in life :—*"Under-surface
and labial markines deep pink (not yellow) H.CR. & C.B.K.
N. conspicillate may be included In Smith's key (1930, p. 42)
after N, sigrocincte in Section 1T, sub-section A. The sub-caudal
count for the sub-section will read 140-93."

Natrix chrysarga (Schleg.).

An exceplionally large specimen was taken by Mr. H. M.
Pendiebury in the Larut Hills, Perak, 4,300/, on 14th Feb., 1932,
Total lengil, 735 mm.; tail, 185 mm. V entrals, 159; sub-caudals,
. Ty, Smith fin fitt.) soys that this snake 8 “on the borderline!’
and muy fall into either division, the teeth varying eonsiderably. 1 cannot
find any previeus record in rint ealling attention to this voriability and
trust the above will help to rmonzirate the need for detailed examination
where o possible peneric or suberencric character is invelved.
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74. Four post-oculars on left side (usually three). This speei-
men, a gravid female, is very dark in colour. A still larger
specimen was taken by Messrs. H. M., Pendlebury and F. N,
Cha;en at Kiau, (82,0000 Mt Kinabalu, British North Borneo, in
April, 1929, This was also a gravid female with a total ]cn;_a:th
of ’i'[_iﬁ mn,; tail, 178 mm. Ancther example from the same
loeality was taken in the act of swallowing a frog, Rhocophorus
leucomystar, Boulenger (Fauna Mal, Pen., 1912) notes that it
feeds on frog-spawn.

Pseudoxenodon macrops (Blyth),
Smedley, Bull, Raflles Mus, &, p. 1.

I have examined (les.) a specimen from Peralt which was
referred by Dr. Boulenger (in H#f.) to this apecies, and later
determined by Dr. Smith as Natriz ehrpsargae. 1t i3 in very
poor condition but is, in my opinion, an example of P, macrops.
The scales at mid-body are in seventesn rows, and the general
habit is mueh heavier than in Nafric,

Calamaria albivenfer (Gray}.

A specimen taken by Mr. H. M, Pendlebury in the Larut
H1‘H£=., Parak, 4,300¢, in February, 1832, confirms the presence of
{this rare snake in the Peninsula.  Tolal length, 205 mm. ; tail, 18
mm. Ventrals, 154 ; sub-candals, 21. r

Previously recorded only from Penang and Province
Wellezley.

Enhydris enhydris (Schneid.).

A specimen was taken by Mr. H. T. Pagden at Paril Buntar,
Perak. I"In drain, 10-30 p.m., 31-10-31." Total length, 380
mm. ; tail, 85 mm. Ventrals, 163; sub-candals, 68 (first throe
undivided). Boulenger's maximum sub-caudal count of 48
{Fauna Mal. Pen., 1912, p. 160) is a misprint for 78. A Naffles
Museum specimen from Bangkok has 79 sub-caudals.

Boiga drapiezii (Boie).

I rvecently (Bull. Raffles Mus., 5, 1931, p, 48) recorded an
exceptionally large example of this species from the Natuna Is-
lands, The Selangor Museum possessez a somewhat smaller
specimen from Lower Peralk, 1800 mm. in length, which is con-
siderably larger than any previously noted with the exception
of the above.

Mus. T, 1932 [15]
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Passeritn fasciolata (Fischer).
Tragops fusciolatus Fischer, Atch. f. Nat., 1883, p. 66; pl. ¥, fig. 4,
Dryophis feacioletins, ¥ Lidth de Jeude, Notes Leyd, Mus, XII,
1800, p. 23; Boulpnger, Cat. 3n. 111, 1806, p. 182; de Roolj,
Hept. Indo-Austr. Aveh., 1L, 1917, p. 20T
. A specimen which 1 refer to this species was taken at
Ginting Bidai, Selangor, 20007, April, 1917 ( O.B.K.). Ventrals,
238 sub-caudals, 187. Anal entive.

Fig. 2 Passeritn fasciolat { Fischer)
(a) Trom the Malay Peninsula, 2.
(h) From Borneo. W2,

Colours (in spirit) : brownish grey above, with dark cross-
hands anteriorly; below lighter, each ventral keel with a dark
bloteh leaving lighter median and lateral stripes. Head with
small brown spots (fig. 2a) much smaller than those on the head
of a specimen from Borneo (fig. 2b). A fine dark line through
the eye separating the darker head from the lighter cheeks.

This is the first record of the species from the Malay Penin-
sula.  Hitherto known from Sumatrd, Borneo and the Natuna
Islands.

There is also in the Selangor Museum & socond specimen
labelled “Larut Hills or Penang” taken in 1911 It is in poor
condition and faded.

[In the Raffles Museunt I find three examples which must be
referred to P. fasciolata. One of these from the Rhic Archipe-
lago has been recorded as strongly resemhbling P. faseiolafa in
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4 SUNFISH (MOLA LANCEOLATA) FROM MALAYSIAN WATERS

a4 previous note (Chasen & Smedley, Journ. MMal, Br. Roy, Asiat.
Soc., V, 1927, p. 354, Diryophis prasinus). Of the other two
one is from Bukit Timah, Singapore (G.H.S., 15-3-23) and the
other from the Botanic Gardens, Singapore].

The nuchal scales ave slightly enlarged in the Peninsular
specimens, but searcely, if at all, in the Bornean example. (Fig.
2h).






