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Subjects: Eyebrow wedgefish, Rhynchobatus palpebratus (Elasmobranchii: Rhinopristiformes: Rhinidae).
Subjects identified by: Christina Choy and Zeehan Jaafar.

Locations and dates: 1) Singapore, unknown location; 1963.
2) Johor Strait, Changi Beach; 1968.

Habitat: Changi Beach is a shallow estuarine coast with sand-silt substrate.

Observers: Christina Choy and Zechan Jaafar.

Observations: Two preserved specimens, both males, previously mis-identified as Rhynchobatus springeri, were noted
in the Zoological Reference Collection of the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum, at the National University of

Singapore. The 41 cm (total length) individual catalogued as ZRC 3118 lacks specific collection locality. The other, of
45.5 cm total length, catalogued as ZRC 39622 (Fig. 1), was obtained at Changi Beach.

Fig. 1. Dorso-lateral view of specimen ZRC 39622 obtained in 1968 from Changi Beach. Note the diagnostic curved black mark
behind the eye (indicated by arrow). (Photograph by: Zechan Jaafar).
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Remarks: This is the first documentation of occurrence of Rhynchobatus palpebratus within the territorial waters of
Singapore. The species, described by Campagno & Last in 2008, is distinguished from its congeners by the
characteristic curved black bars or ‘eyebrows’ posterior to the eyes. Other diagnostic characters include a large black
blotch surrounded by 3 or 4 white spots on each pectoral fin and a faint white line passing through white spots on the
tail (Last et al., 2016; Then et al., 2025).

Rhynchobatus palpebratus is regarded as Near Threatened in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (Kyne et al.,
2019). It is distributed from northern Australia and southern Papua New Guinea, northwards to Taiwan and westwards
to Thailand and Malaysia (Last et al., 2016; Kyne et al., 2019; Then et al., 2025). Its occurrence in Singapore is
unsurprising given that the species was recently reported from Pontian in south-western Johor (Then et al., 2025) and
right at the Malaysia-Singapore border in the western entrance of the Johor Strait (Seah et al., 2026). Even though the
present record is based on specimens obtained in the 1960s, the species is expected to be present from material reported
recently from the Malaysian border.

Acknowledgement: This report is part of a broader research project to understand the distribution of sharks and rays
within the territorial waters of Singapore, funded by Mandai Nature.
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