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Subject: Saddleback mojarra, Gerres limbatus (Teleostei: Acanthuriformes: Gerreidae). 
 
Subject identified by: Aidan Raphael Keh and Julian Sim. 
 
Location, date and time: Johor Strait, Pulau Ubin, Jelutong bridge; 31 January 2026; around 1009 hrs. 
 
Habitat: Mangrove estuary with muddy bottom and rock rubble. 
 
Observers: Aidan Raphael Keh and Julian Sim. 
 
Observation: One example of 116 mm standard length (from snout tip to caudal fin base) (Figs. 1 & 2) was caught on 
a sabiki rig baited with whiteleg shrimp (Litopenaeus vannamei), from a depth of around 2 m. It was caught alongside 
other estuarine fishes, notably Gerres shima and juvenile Pomadasys auritus (family Haemulidae). 
 

 
 

 
 

Fig 1: Ex-situ lateral view of the Gerres limbatus in life.  
 
Fig. 2. Dorsolateral view of live Gerres limbatus 

showing the dark saddle blotches along its back.  
 
(Photographs by: Aidan Raphael Keh) 
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Remarks: Gerres limbatus was recorded in Singapore by Károli (1882) and Fowler (1931 as Gerres lucidus). There 
was apparently no subsequent record until the present observation (see Ng et al., 2015; Jaafar et al., 2024). According 
to Iwatsuki et al. (2001), Gerres limbatus differs from its congeners in having 2½–3 scales between the 5th dorsal fin 
spine base and the lateral line (see Fig. 1), and four or five diffuse, dark saddle blotches along the back in life (Fig 2).  
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