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Subjects: Western Malay river terrapin, Batagur affinis affinis (Reptilia: Testudines: Geoemydidae).
Subjects identified by: Chen Xuanhe.

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Upper Seletar Reservoir along the Mandai Boardwalk; 20 January 2025,
around 1230 hrs.

Habitat: Artificial freshwater lake surrounded by native-dominated secondary forest.

Observers: Tung Ing Huat, Lugmanul Hakim Bin Othman and Chen Xuanhe.

Observation: Two adult terrapins, a male (Fig. 1) and a female (Figs. 2 & 3), each of approximately 40 cm straight
carapace length, were encountered along the grassy shore of the reservoir. The female was observed feeding on vegetation
along the bank.

Fig. 1. Dorso-lateral view of the male subject.
Fig. 2. Dorsal view of the female subject.
Fig. 3. Latero-frontal view of the female subject.

(Photographs: Tung Ing Huat)



mailto:luqmanulhakimtwgs@gmail.com
mailto:xuanhezen@gmail.com

Remarks: The featured subjects are identified as Batagur affinis affinis based on the male’s sexual dichromatism during
the mating season (from October to February), expressed as a white iris ringed with a dark cornea and jet black head. The
female individual lacks silvery blotches on the head. The nominate subspecies is native to the western coast of Peninsular
Malaysia, Sumatra, and southwestern Thailand. The subspecies indigenous to the east coast of the Malay Peninsula up to
Cambodia, is Batagur affinis edwardmolli, the eastern Malay river terrapin. In the eastern subspecies, the breeding male
has a yellowish to cream iris ringed with a bright orange cornea, chocolate brown to black head, and orange colour at the
edges of the mouth. The female has silvery blotches in the temporal and parietal regions (Praschag et al., 2009; Moll et
al., 2015; Dylan Wang, pers. comm., 2025).

Although Singapore sits within the native range of Batagur affinis, the species is not regarded as native to the country. It
is believed that individuals seen recently were artificially introduced (see Ng & Lim, 2010; Figueroa et al., 2023). This
applies to the two turtles herein featured. According to Moll et al. (2015), the subspecies Batagur affinis affinis is believed
to have become extinct in Singapore. This is possible considering that the riverine and estuarine environments inhabited
by Batagur affinis appeared to be present in Singapore in the early 20th century (see Seventh Indian Air Survey Company
and 110 Map Production Company RE, 1945) until the channelisation and damming of waterways (e.g., Sungei Berih,
Sungei Kangkar, Sungei Peng Siang, and Sungei Tengah) in the 1970s. This is further corroborated by Tan et al. (2022)
which suggested the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve could be a suitable habitat through species distribution modelling.
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