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Subject: Brassy trevally, Caranx papuensis (Teleostei: Carangiformes: Carangidae). 
 
Subject identified by: Jiayuan Lin. 
 
Location, date and time: Singapore Strait, Bedok Jetty; 6 December 2024; around 1121 hrs. 
 
Habitat: Marine. Off concrete jetty. Silty seabed with sparse coral rubble. 
 
Observer: Cheong Song En Andriel. 
 
Observation: A juvenile example of about 21 cm fork length (tip of snout to fork of caudal fin) was taken on line and 
hook, using a soft plastic lure mimicking juvenile sardines (family Dorosomatidae), from a depth of about 4 m (Fig. 1).  
 

 
Fig. 1. Lateral view of the subject in life, shortly after capture (Photograph by: Cheong Song En Andriel). 
 
Remarks: This seems to be the first record of Caranx papuensis in Singapore (see Fowler, 1938; Tweedie, 1940; Jaafar 
et al., 2024). The species is distinguished from other similar carangids in having the following features combined — 1) 
Caudal fin with upper lobe uniformly dusky, lower lobe dusky to bright yellow with narrow white posterior border. 2) 
In life, a conspicuous white spot about eye diameter on shoulder just behind the postero-dorsal margin of the opercle. 3) 
Fish above 25 cm fork length have small black spots on body above the lateral line (Smith-Vaniz, 1999). It inhabits 
seaward reefs where it feeds primarily on other fishes. Caranx papuensis is widely distributed in the Indo-west Pacific 
from South Africa eastwards through Indonesia, the Philippines, Australia, north to the Ryukyu Islands, and further east 
to the Mariana and Marquesas Islands (Smith-Vaniz, 1999). Adult bluefin trevally, Caranx melampygus, which occurs 
in Singapore (Koh & Tun, 2015), has a similar spotted body, but is easily distinguishable by the bright blue second 
dorsal, anal, and caudal fins (see Smith-Vaniz, 1999). Although juvenile Caranx melampygus is similar in appearance 
to Caranx papuensis, it can be recognised by having yellow pectoral fins (see Kimura & Matsuura, 2003). 
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