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Long-tongued nectar bat with pup on Pulau Ubin 
 

Noel Thomas & Law Ing Sind  

 

noel_thomas@nparks.gov.sg (Thomas) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Subjects: Long-tongued nectar bat, Macroglossus minimus (Mammalia; Chiroptera; Pteropodidae). 

 

Subjects identified by: Noel Thomas. 

 

Location, date and time: Pulau Ubin; 25 September 2017; 2130 hrs. 

 

Habitat: Rural village. 

 

Observers: Noel Thomas, Law Ing 

Sind and others. 

 

Observation: A female was observed 

hanging from the underside of a 

coconut palm (Cocos nucifera) frond at 

a height of about 5.5 m. The 

accompanying photograph reveals the 

presence of a pup held snugly under 

the folded wings of the adult (position 

indicated by arrow). 

 

Remarks: The long-tongued nectar bat 

appears to have a restricted distribution 

in Singapore (Baker and Lim, 2012: 

162). It was recorded mainly from 

mangrove habitats on Pulau Ubin, 

Pulau Tekong and at Sungei Buloh; 

where it visits flowers in search of 

nectar (Lim et al., 2008: 193). The 

featured individual may have been 

attracted to the durian trees that were 

flowering nearby (see Phillpps & 

Phillipps, 2016: 96). 

         Photograph by: Law Ing Sind 
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