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A Contribution to the Zoology of Mangalum
Island, North-west Borneo

INTRODUCTION
By C. Booey Kross

The islet of Mangalum lies near the bwenty-five Tathom contaur
line surrounding Borneo and about thirty miles west-north-west
from Jesselton. Nearly eircular in shape and abont a mile and g
half in diameter its surface is very flat and it rises bul o few feet
above high-water-ievel vxeept in the centre where there are a fow
hillocks, thirty to forty feet high, surrounded by swarp in which
grow Sago-palms, Numerags little sireams of brawn, hut drinlk-
able water reach ilic sex from the central swamp: most of (hem
oceur in the southern parts of the island,

Fxcepr for a little grass-land above some of the beaches Manga-
lam s covered with forest iy which a few clearings on the west
coast have heen made by recent settlers from Borneo and elsewhere
by a prospecting company which sank shafts for oil. Tt is sur-
rounded by coral: the reef is narrowest on the south and south-east
where a close approach {s afforded, but is about a mile wide on the
narthern shore. '

The best fanding plice in the Sauth-west monsnon is aboye
the south-east point: in the winter monsoon the south shore ig
maost easily accessible,

The vertebrate fauna s poar, it does not include even a
squirrel 1 but from = study of its Dragan-flies Dr. Laidiaw thinks
that Mangalum onee formed part of Baorg, Soundings in the
vicinity are few, but it may certainly once have extended to the
Saracen Bank, ten miles to the westward, though in Malaysian seas
it is unusual for an island of the size it would then have been to he
entirely without hills. Ay present it gives the impression af being
gradually eaten away by the sea. for fallen trees are lying across
its sand beaches with their heads in the water,

The presence in the forsst of a large ship's anchor at a spot
220 yards due north af the south-west point of the island is curious,
tosuggests fairly recent elevation in the locality,

Whatever the past history of Mangalum may have heen it ig
Low an interesting spot for intensive investigation. It is a pleasant
little island and thougly js tree-tops are only visille from g smiall
vessel from a distance of ton miles it s casily reached from Jessslton,
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MAMIMALS
By C. Bopex Kioss

Pteropus hypomelanus tomesi Peters,
A single example of this Fruit-hat was observed feeding in the
Flying foxes of this species

forest about ten o'clock one morning.
are much more solitary and diurnal in habit than those of P,

bli e I AT

There is a specimen in the British Museum from “‘Mergalum®’
Istand which was obtained by A. I, Everett in April, 1352,

The race is-recorded from small islands round the coast of
Bormen from Sarawak to Sibutu and also from Lambayan, off south
Palawnn, Tle type locality is Labuan.

Tattus rattus mangalumis subsp. nov.
A white-bellied forest, or field rat, enly difiering from R. r
salarensis (Bonh.) of the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Sarawak

in having smaller andital bullae.
a2 -2

Mammae = 14,

4 =3
we prmmined —Fouradult males and one adult female :
Wumbers, B, .

Specime
three subadult males and three subadult femaies,
zho2—3612.

Type :—Adult male (skin and
Tsland, N. W. Borneo on rith July,
No. I M. 3608.

Such examples of Katlus rall
of Borneo most adjacent to Manga
bt have groy underparts.

In 1918 Robinzon and Kloss came to the conclusion that the
forest Rattus ratius of the Malay Peninsula, Sarawak, south Borneo
and Sumatra were inscparable and therefore then and subseguently
recarded ailias B r neglectns {{Ientin]c}, a4 name that antedates
jalarensist, But recently Dr. K. W, Dammerman® made a_careful
L amination of the type of Mus weglectis and has found it to be
o house-rat not separable from Mus diardi Jeatink, which has page

priority, The name jalerensis must therefore come into use once

more,

Banhate's grisciventer, however, must give way to diardi as in
19217 1 found that the grey, or rusty-bellied, house rat of Malaysia
could not be separated into geographical races. This rat also
acettrs further east in Sumbawa, Sumba and Datjan Tsiunds.  With
it have gong eastwards two other house-frequenting  rodents:—

Fattus concator and Mus museiwlies.

skull) collected on Mangalum
1928 by C. Boden Kloss.

its as T have seen from the parts
lum 1d., are not K. 7. jalerensis,
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A-COXTRIEUTION T0 THE ZOOLOEY OF AMANGALUM ID.; N. W. BORNED

Measurements of Ratins roftns nrapgalumiy in millimetres
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For details see Kloss, Bull. Raffles Mus., 4, 1930, pp. 118—121
The species obtained weee M { hgh :
. €5 15 vere Megapoding  enningi  Dillw

:F_hr_:::r.fq -,!‘:rrl.f:m:mgr‘ (Cassin.), Myristicivora bicolor (chp,} J’"P;:-:'rg;r
vernans griseicapilla Schleg., Cuwncwma lencogaster (Gm }I Lepio-
Eu ma  jngularis inornata  (Less.) and  Awnthrepies malaccendsi
agrucnsis Riley. €. B. K. P

_ REPTILES and AMPHIBIANS

Several oceour, but none were abtained,

The tracks and laying-pl

; aying-places of the preen turtle, Chelon
:3:}:1!&31, were common on the beaches and the few I'l.'Ileaysl who h;.:g
;?Etlllr} seitled on Mangalum frequently perambulated the shores
at might 1n search of the shellturtle, Eretmochelys 1'}}1!)1':';{:::1
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MOLLUSCS

The only land-molluses met witl

‘ : 5 h were'a few small snai sti
on the leaves of a shrul, They have been determined ‘?hﬂﬂfg mﬁt"%"g
Laidlaw as Leptopome lowd Ph, C. B. K, e i
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