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The mangrove pebble crab Philyra malefactrix at Kranji 
 

Subjects: Mangrove pebble crab, Philyra malefactrix (Crustacea: Brachyura: Leucosiidae). 

 

Subjects identified by: Peter K. L. Ng & Lee Bee Yan. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Kranji, Kranji Nature Trail and Kranji Dam; 14 November 2011 & 

21 November 2013; late afternoon. 

 

Habitat: Upper intertidal zone along fringe of mangrove forest, muddy substrates. 

 

Observers: Lee Bee Yan (Kranji Nature Trail), Tan Siong Kiat & Martyn E. Y. Low (Kranji Dam). 

 

Observation: Two records are herein featured. Both were collected and deposited in the Zoological Reference 

Collection of the Raffles Museum of Biodiversity Research at the National University of Singapore (ZRC). 

 

1. A female of 8.00 mm carapace width by 7.10 mm carapace length (illustrated here) was collected at the upper 

intertidal zone along the Kranji Nature Trail in the late afternoon of 14 November 2011 by Lee Bee Yan. The 

specimen is registered at the Raffles Museum as ZRC 2012.0242. 

 

2. A male of 8.00 mm carapace width by 7.25 mm carapace length (not illustrated) was obtained from the upper 

intertidal zone along the fringe of mangrove forest at Kranji Dam, by Tan Siong Kiat and Martyn E. Y. Low in 

the late afternoon of 21 November 2013.  

 

Remarks: Philyra malefactrix (formerly as Ebalia malefactrix or Nursia malefactrix) was first recorded from 

Singapore by Ow Yang (1963) from Pulau Senang. It has subsequently been recorded from East Coast, Kallang, 

Lim Chu Kang and Sungei Buloh (see: Tan & Ng, 1993, 1994; Chou et al., 1994; Rahayu & Ng, 2003; Wang & 

Ng, 2011). Specimens from Singapore agree well with the lectotype of this species selected and figured by 

Rahayu & Ng (2003). The present records are the first of this species from the Kranji area. The attached 

photograph is, to our knowledge, the first to be published of a Singapore specimen. 
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Dorsal (A) and ventral (B) views of Philyra malefactrix (ZRC 2012.0242) female of 8.0 × 7.1 mm carapace 

dimensions. Photographs by Lee Bee Yan 


