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Subject: Onion trevally, Turrum coeruleopinnatum (Teleostei: Carangiformes: Carangidae). 
 
Subject identified by: Jiayuan Lin. 
 
Location, date and time: Singapore Strait, East Coast Park, Bedok Jetty; 4 December 2023; 1754 hrs. 
 
Habitat: Marine. Shallow coastal sea beside concrete jetty of around 4 m depth, with silty seabed and sparse coral 
rubble. 
 
Observer: Jiayuan Lin. 
 
Observation: One example (Fig. 1) of around 15 cm total length (tip of snout to tip of caudal fin) was caught on a 
phytoplankton-mimic sabiki rig. It has been donated to the Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum at the National 
University of Singapore, where it has been preserved and assigned the catalogue number ZRC 65547 as part of the 
Zoological Reference Collection. 
 

 
Fig. 1. Lateral view of the Turrum coeruleopinnatum, freshly caught and alive (Photograph by: Jiayuan Lin). 
 
Remarks: This appears to be the first record of Turrum coeruleopinnatum in Singapore waters (see Fowler, 1938; 
Tweedie, 1940; Ng et al., 2015). Its presence there is not surprising as it has a wide distribution in the Indo-West Pacific 
(Smith-Vaniz, 1999). Nearby, the species has been recorded by Sinoda et al. (1978, as Caranx diversa) from the South 
China Sea around Horsburgh Lighthouse. 
 
It is possible that this species has previously been confused with the morphologically similar Malabar trevally 
(Platycaranx malabaricus). Turrum coeruleopinnatum may be distinguished from Platycaranx malabaricus by having a 
wide protrusion of the upper lip around the symphysis compared to it being narrow in Platycaranx malabaricus (see 
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Kimura et al, 2022; see Fig. 3). Additionally, Platycaranx malabaricus has a small area that is unscaled anteriorly 
above the pectoral fin base, while this area is scaled in Turrum coeruleopinnatum (see Smith-Vaniz, 1999, as 
Carangoides caeruleopinnatus and Carangoides malabaricus; Fig. 2).  
 

   
Fig. 2. Lateral view of the right side of Turrum coeruleopinnatum showing coverage of scales in the area above the pectoral fin 
(indicated by arrow). Fig. 3. Frontal view of the snout showing the upper jaw symphysis (indicated by arrow) (Photographs by: 
Jiayuan Lin) . 
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