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Subject: King bird-of-paradise, Cicinnurus regius (Aves: Passeriformes: Paradisacidae).
Subject identified by: Hui Zhen Han.

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Windsor Nature Park, Hanguana Trail; 21 December 2023, around 1215 to
1220 hrs.

Habitat: Secondary forest.

Observers: Sebastian S. Y. Ow, Yuet Hsin Toh, Ling Han, Eunice Y. L. Kong, Hui Zhen Han, Su Hooi Chan and Xue
Yi Han.

Observation: One adult male (Figs. 1 & 2) was spotted moving among low foliage and feeding on fruits of the giant
taro (Alocasia macrorrhizos) (Figs. 3 & 4). A couple of minutes later, the bird stopped feeding, moved to a nearby vine
and started climbing upwards, swaying his rump left to right in an exaggerated manner (Figs. 5 & 6). Thereafter, he
flew deeper into the forest out of the observers’ sights.

Figs. 1 &. Mal i(ing bird-of-paradise at Windsor Nature Park, showing his brightly coloured features in lateral view (Fig. 1), and

fronto-ventral view (Fig. 2) (Photographs by: Sebastian S. Y. Ow).
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Figs. 3 & 4. King bird-of-paradis feding on fruits of the giant ta;o (Photographs by: Sebastian S. Y. Ow).
Remarks: The king bird-of-paradise is native throughout New Guinea (Indonesia and Papua New Guinea) and
surrounding islands (BirdLife International, 2023). It is evaluated as a species of ‘Least Concern’ (IUCN, 2023). This
species is not known to be a migrant (IUCN, 2023), and the individual featured here is likely imported. Although not

wearing a leg band, this bird is believed to be a former captive that had either escaped or been intentionally released.

The king bird-of-paradise is known to feed on fruits and arthropods (Beeher & Pruett-Jones, 1983), and the featured
individual seemed capable of finding food in the park (Figs. 3 & 4) and appeared to be in good health. It appeared to be
the only one of its kind present.

There is one other record of a bird-of-paradise in Singapore. In 1998, a female lesser bird-of-paradise (Paradisaea
minor), also a presumed escapee, was seen at the Singapore Botanic Gardens (Lim, 2009).

Figs. 5 & 6. King bird-of-paradise swaying his rﬁmp left to right in an exéggerated manner when climbing up a vine (Photographs

by: Sebastian S. Y. Ow).
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