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Subjects: Ghost silverfish, Ctenolepisma calvum (Insecta: Zygentoma: Lepismatidae).

Subjects identified by: Chan Sow-Yan and Lau Wing Lup.

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Hougang Estate; 28 September 2022, around 2150 hrs.
Habitat: Urban. Concrete highrise building, within a residential apartment.

Observers: Lau Wing Lup and Chan Sow-Yan.

Observation: A freshly dead specimen and a live female example were blown out between the pages of a rain-soaked
book while it was being blow-dried with a hairdryer. The live specimen (Fig. 1) has a body length of about § mm
(excluding antenna, cerci, and terminal filum).

Fig. 1. Dorsal view of the live
Ctenolepisma calvum with parts of the
caudal appendages and antennae
damaged. (Photograph by: Lau Wing
Lup).

Remarks: Silverfishes are common insects in buildings, causing damage to paper, books, photographs, and wallpaper
(Querner et al., 2022). Ctenolepisma calvum was first described from Sri Lanka (Ceylon) in 1910 and later reported as a
common house lepismatid in Guyana and Cuba (Wygodzinsky, 1972). In Europe, it has rapidly spread throughout 18
countries in recent years (Querner et al., 2022). Ctenolepisma calvum is among four species of domestic silverfishes
recorded in Singapore (Goh et al., 2002 as Peliolepisma calva; Woo, 2011). Although an apparently common household
pest (Teo, 1990 as Peliolepisma calva), this species seems to be seldom photographed in Singapore.
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