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Subject: Metallic wood-boring beetle, Chrysobothris discedens (Insecta: Coleoptera: Buprestidae, Buprestinae). 

 

Subject identified by: Simon Chan Kee Mun. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Lornie Nature Corridor, off Lornie Road; 26 May 2021; 1346 hrs. 

 

Habitat: Secondary forest, on vegetation at the edge of a trail (Fig. 1).  

 

Observer: Simon Chan Kee Mun. 

 

Observation: In cloudy and drizzly weather, an example of about 2 cm (Figs. 2, 3) was observed moving to and fro on 

the stalk of a bearded smilax (Smilax setosa) that was attached to a dead log. 

 

Remarks: The larger jewel beetles (family Buprestidae) appear to be rare in Singapore. The confamilial Chrysochroa 

purpureiventris was recently recorded from the Bukit Timah forest (Law et al., 2020). Chua (2011: 353) illustrates a 

Chrysobothris species from Singapore which appears similar to the featured example. Chrysobothris discedens was not 

recorded during a recent beetle survey at the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve (Cheong, 2019). The Biodiversity of Singapore 

(2021) website features images of a preserved specimen of Chrysobothris discedens from Borneo, but is “unsure” of the 

occurrence of the species in Singapore. 
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Fig. 1. Forest trail where beetle was found. 

(Photograph by: Simon Chan Kee Mun). 

Fig. 2. Dorsal view of the beetle. 

(Photograph by: Simon Chan Kee Mun). 
Fig. 3. Dorso-lateral view of the beetle. 

(Photograph by: Simon Chan Kee Mun). 
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