SINGAPORE BIODIVERSITY RECORDS 2020 Special Issue (8): 7 pages ISSN 2345-7597
Date of publication: 30 December 2020.
© National University of Singapore

Notes on the species of Ophidia and Lacertlia obtained at Sime Road Internment
Camp, Singapore, during January 1945

Alexander Cross

Note: First two pages contain the report proper. Pages 3 and 7 contain notes to Dr. Carl Gibson-Hill. Page 4 is a torn
note to Gibson-Hill. Pages 5 and 6 appear to be random scribblings on pieces of paper.



A |

T -

Notes on the species ol Opniais and Lacertitlia obtained at
Sim-e Road Internment Camp, Singapore, during Jeanuary 1945,

OPHIDIA,

Cylindrophis rufus: 1 9.

667

Gsli4b Q Taken in leate afternoon on bank by the side of

. the drain below Hut 151 end about 150 yards west.
of the hut. This specimen hes irregular broken
trensverse red bars scross the back. The stomach
contained &n eel, identified by E.O.Shebbeare &s

an empnibious fresh-water eel of the gengs Amphip-
nous. The species inhabiting Bengal is A.cuchia,
bpt lir. 3hebbesre could mot say if thne seame species
was found on Singapore Island. The eel measured
175 mms,. .

Macrophistodon rhodomelas: 1 immature Qe

681

Toealea s Q Taken nesr Hut 156.

Lycodon sulicus: 2 d, 2 ¢, 1 immature.

678
698
699
700
716

11.1.45 @ Taken alive near Hut 1, Women's Camp.
Measured and released. '

20.1.45 Q Teken in woodpile, Soutp Lower Kitchen.
Measured and released. -

20.1.45 imm. Teken in woodpile, South Lower Xitchen.
Gut empty. :

21.1.45 d Taken in Blecksmith's Shop, Central Area.
Gut empty. ' .

30.1.45 &' Teken near Hut 135; fat and sluggish; measured
and releasged.

Passerita prasina. 1 o.

688

17.1.45 9 Taken &t Adam Park. This specimen had been in s
"rain trée" and wes killed by the crash when the
tree was Ielled. The gut conteined a Calotes crista-
tellus, fully grown, but too far digested to permit
of eny meesurements being teaken. This is & new
species for the Camp. It is a bright grass green _
on tne beck, shading to émerald green on the bslily.
A bright yellow sublateral line runs the whole £
length of the body. The heed is }erge end triasngu-

. lar in shape, while the nesk is extremely narrow:

laticora intestinalis: 1 d.

671 8.1.45 O Taken during chunkolling operstions nesr Hut 135.

The gut contained the partly digested remesins of
& blind snake (Typhlops oraminus).

Naja naja: 1 Q. : _
697 19,145 Q Taken beside the drain below Hut 151A.

Gut empty.




LACERTITIA.

Calotes eristatellus: 2 .
6556 5,1.45 g Taken on a bush in the orchard.
¥14 29.1.45 o" Teken on grass in the orchard. The left hind
: leg was broken,
The stomeach contents of these two specimens were
examined by Capt. H. M. Pendlebury who found them:
to contain - Dysdireus cingulstus (Pyrrhocoridae)
in verious stages (eggs, nymphs, &nd imego); mww
Melolonthine beetle grubs; various perts of beetles
L s - ———%too-frasmentepy fovjdentiftication but probeably
Melolonthine; and specimens of three 8960168 of -
ants (Formididee) including winged ants

g

Draco volans: 1 d; 1 Q.
660 6.1.45 ¢ Taken near Hut 119. Contained three eggs, whlte
: in colour &and elliptical in shape, measuring
12:.85 %, 6.5; 12,0 % 7.0 11.5 x 7.0 ume, | *
690 17.1.45 & Teaken in uentrml moodyard. Pert of tail. missing.

Lygosoma DOWPngil. IO : :
659 4.1.45 o Teken at Hut 118. This skink hed put its head
- inside the shell of & rubber nut -snd had, apperently
been unable to withdraw it again. 1t was -dead
when Tound, end the rubber shell had to be split:
open before the skink could be extracted.

e

Sime Road Internment Camp,
Singepore.
10th. February 1945.
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