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Some notes on the species of Ophidia and Lacertilia obtained at Sime Road
Internment Camp, Singapore, during May and June 1944
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Auring theé previsus.aight. Nobiilng is Imown of the breedlng havits.
Tilki:caa zives the Malay name 'plar tahl kerbau'. i

Three all g, of the wolfl snske have Meea taken in
‘the 8%te Ro rthere have been seen?T This ig & comnch
lowland  soe & very conmon on Singapore Isiahd Wil 3 . |

== The us ¥ is grey &above:a below. There is a )
white colls g the grey of e & number of¥irreg
ulér whitis cauged -by the dzes teo, some of the cqlee
The wol?l sgna variable An colour and :uhﬁeh “hrough'choco—
1ate and pu wn 4o a yery pale:grey; in Drpwn sDocimiens. the
white of th hauallz replaced by jeliow.j Grey fna waite
1s, bhowever colour? There is a iigtinci neck;, the €ys 1is
£ &, mpletelfy bladk. T
s e iof Tive a;ecid:aO (]6 4q) which in-
cre: H. & 5., 312.4 «'343.9 361,55 nm.
;1 Total, 384.5 - 418.5 - 441,00 wm., = -

, xuald difference in sizé. The scale count is
Cogtal f, 17, waileithe Ventrals range fromi186 to202; the Anal is
divided; the Subeaudals range! from 63 to 65 pairs, g i

Thig specles is a zreat elimber and at Changila sloughed skin |
wag Tound about ten feet up in-a jJjoint of the garden wall., ©One of
the gpecimeng taken at Sime Road contained & well éigeated fec%c. ”

] but it was oDrobably: Hemidaectylusg' ]

““ztifieatian wag impossible, bu
ol : f“e-_c;

us.,

inz pamboog not far From

e cutting
Ghangi Pri&on, Tound some snake egzs. He deseribed the sife as
faollows: "In 2 eluap of bamboo, ons stem, about 1,5 inchep in diam-
eter, wag lying over &t an angle of aboubt 30 degrees from the werti-

8 ‘
is bgnboo had been broken off at the top and had an open i
crack running some- distance down iiis length, I eul the bHamboos down"
and on splitting open this particul®r bamboo I found ten gnake egzs
Inside one of the segmente about: three feet fwox the ground. The

gne ke had presuﬂablv entered through the crack. Of the ten egsa,

four were damsged in eplitting open the bamboc with the parang, but
the other six were brought into camp." The egzs akre eliiptiC&i
leathery but fairly hard, white in colour with a marled surface.

They varied from 31 73 £0 38 pm. in leng t“, end were about 12,75 mn.

in diameter. One egg was opened and the young sneke extracted & Ib
measured 200.5 mm; 1n totdl length,, Mr, E.O0,.Shebbeare zave it as :
hig opinion that it wag of this speclcs: ' '

[

1 a ;

Pgeuderhabdium longicebs.

A

A @ Bpecimen (Ho 80) of this ‘species wae obtained on 22.5.44°
It ie a uniform dark brown in eolo Lﬁ?:thé ventrals being edged with 1
a sllghtly. lighter Cﬁadc. The head is &mall and there is Sractleally -4
no neck, ' . : 1
1t measured: H.& B., 164 mm.; Tall K 27 mm.; Total’ ‘191 mn. .
The gcale count'wasE Costale. 15; Vent trals, 131g Anal, single; Sub- *
dals. 27 pairs.  lr. C.H.urnrdew who has found this.species |
aﬂ 100 on Binagapore Island amgng fat en Togs, states that the tail |
in Temsles- 18 'only ‘gbout half . tha Tenbfﬂ of that in males, |
Nothing is 'moewn of ifs La‘its,

.

% uwitl amend this Yo 2 dull davk grey wilk co\\av £ wgular mavhings of uh-h\\;l\\' Awast ke, bhut:“ll. manwy ok Huse
Nw\m.s s gonstual & highley charndinsree,
i P R e o ol el
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round pupll: wis goden- yelino

This oeaufi“uT tree snake 1& a bronze brown &beove with & black®
eded cregn coloured ter gtripe, az i the hinged -ventrals
brownish on the edses shading wniti E B

A o specimen (No. 92) was obtaine 2.6.44 on & banans tree
vhere 1t had Jost captured and swallowed = ;:ce frog, Rhacophorus
leucﬁmv"*ﬂV. This snake megsgured; H.& E.,b 611.,3.mm.; Ta1l_ 3501.5 mm
Total,"012.8 mm. i The.geale count was: Costals, 15; Ventrals,  I173;

Subcaudals, 129 pairs, The head is large, and the

neck very n
hisg

mow nothin

name ‘unlar

he lowlznds, but we

ies 18 very.common throug
< 3 on gives the lialay

~ 3
t2 breed ing kebits. Wilkin

"51?"!

8
Azal, divided;
ETT
B
-

':cvnm
//"’
A & epsci & 'was obtained on
0.6. 44, 1t s vedd brown &bove, duller on the gides, With & Pro¥
of widely "spaced ack lateral spobs; bengs it is yellow, -The
gupralabizls hay C to ‘the nesk., "The
head-is disgtin and blaeck with &a

The meaguremente of thisg s)ecimen were: H. & B.) 287 3 nm.
Tail, 194.8mm.; Totael, 482,1 mm,.: and.the seale connt was: Costals,
17; Ventenls, 148; 4Anal, single; Subcsudals, 104 pairs, L

t =

u s
3 : = 3
Jothine 18 known of the hebits. Wilkinson gilves the lalay name
ular sampeh'. . ' :

- P — .
Subfamily ELAPTHAR,

Hatlcora intestinalis.

hig 18 the only polgonous #pecieg which has been teken in the
Sime Foad Ceamp; ‘& o epecimen (No. 108) being cbtained on 14.6.44.

It is 6enernlly chrk,brown above with & black edged red dorsal
stripe and a2 black edged very thin white l:teral stripe. Beneath. -
it i= narrowly banded Vlack and white, the bands of both eolours
belng two or. three ventrals wide. The undérside of the.tail 18 &
¥ivid vermilion with tvo narrow black transverse Dfrs,

It meagured: H.& E., 386.5 mm.j Tail 6 25.5 mm. i Total, 412.0 mnm,
The scale count was@ Costals, 13; Ventrals, 253; Anal, gingle; Bub-
caudale, 22 pairs.  This corél snske carries the distinguishingz mark
of the cohras and coral sna¥es in that the third. supralasbiel touches
the nesal, the eye and the : §

WOIL*ag is known of i The lglsy name
ig 'alar teddng mats haril', '

.
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LACERTILIA .
Faﬁily'”*CKO IDAE,

: Hemldactylus frenatus.
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gined = _'Ll;cg,
ined &t Siame Road | JThese
e average meagurements

5., - but the 1acu*atiaa perioed ia got }1prn,

b
.Lhey are rounded ovals, 8,5 x 7,0 mm, Wulte, brittle, and with a

‘ough surface,
Tais house gecko ie ingectivorous » peobably entirely so, and

hae been geen taking insects from tne size of a mosqguito up to large
moths. Oné has also been seen taking udﬁbfpiliurs Ifrom a contalnsr

in which they were being bred. malay nawe, ‘chichak',

Femily AGANIDAR. 3

Calotes crigtatellus.

The Green Changeable Lizsrd is common throughout the whole
country from Singapore asg far north as Aler Star, Kedah, in gardens
and wherever there is open country with bushes

The normal colour is & bright green apove, slightly 1i ghter: &
below, and yellowish on the tihroat and gular appendage. The distal
nalf of the long whip-like tail is brown. The tymperum of the ear
is black, but the moegt conspicuous Teature is the proninent eriméon
irie to the eye, which has & e¢ircular pupil, When agitated this
lizard changes colour to a dark brown or black. The whole body is
covered with very small pointed scales, and there is a prominent
nuchal and smaller dorssl crest. y

Several gpeclumens have been seen in tue Sime Road Camp but only
one (No. 82 - g) has been taken. A & (No. 57) was obtained at
Changl. The measurements of Hos. 57 and 82 were: H.& B. 110.6 gﬂd
99,1 mp.; Tail, 317.6 and 246,5 mm.; Total, 428.2 and 345.6 mn.
Point cf Snout to centre of Tympsnum of Ear 29,0 and 24.5 mm, @
Axillas to Groin, 559;2 and 57,0 nu,; Fore Leb, 55.77and 50 .1 -mm_3

gbbed . "Males =
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Changi; 18 and 19 from Sije Road) are: H.& B., 97.0 -

g1t in Hind Foot, 32,2 and

Hina Leﬁircz 1 and ‘807 1'1m.
.0 mm,

: The § spécimen obtained at Sime Road
on’26.5.44 contained two eggs. They were
pure white, smooth, and shuttle-shaped,
measuring 35,5 mm, in length by 8.0 am,

‘ in ul&LetGP These egys are pre Sudﬁbly
G laild among grass roots, bul nothing 1s
q”sﬂcc1‘“‘&“un4’ known about the in CubathH period or the

(Na.!s )
J o young. -
The changeable lizard 1g mainly arboreal in habib and can leap
several feel Treom one branch to another. When at rest among leaves

it is wvery difficult to. see end ig usually discovered by the crimson .
eye or tiae blaCk tympanun, ~ It is almost belbuLﬂlyflﬂﬁeuthOTOhB.

Haley nsme u@th-yumuau ] ; ; i v e
: ; Lo ;
& g : t 3
il : "DI@CO:VOlahS. :
; . , : : :

;omnoneétrof~ihe
iere are.some eight or nine Bpec-
&t once disting rﬁsned From all

The Comuon thay flJlLU i This is the
Tlying lizrds 'in Malaya, of wi
ies . The memberg of thegenud : .
thelir kindred by the depressed body|being orov1“ede1tx ﬁ‘Tﬁ:@e
wing-like membranous exaan10nj pborted by the elongated extiremit-
iégof the 81X oOF »eveﬂ blhi riba, and capable of bmin' felded up
like a fan., The tiroat 1is nlsue§ with a large memyﬁuuoup cXpan-
glion fop gular sppend: : TAe tall is long and whip-like

BE-wolans is one of the smallebt gpecles, YOWiﬂQ BO a totel

o
5
er

op|%»g

e
ody
2u

‘length of &@bout 200 mu.., The gensral colour ;p0V§ ie 2. greenigh
8

brown ot "r@ylth tichen er T, The gular appendage; which in this:
specieg projecis forv rds and downwards and 18 triangular in ghape,
1 gh-dn . f C;Q@_Li‘jp i .

&. common epecles throughout 'the whole country in culti-

ate &8 where there are trees and ia ery commom on rubber

gtat A large number have been seen ] le Hoad Gamp but no
epeclmens have, as. yet, been obtaimed. hey have been &sen to
glide dlsdsty ;,-L.“._ from one tree'to enothier. The usual habit is
to glide from high on one tree to a lower point on the. Lrunk of

another tree and then to work iheir way us the trunk in a serieg of
jerky runs searching for insects. According to Malays the eggs
are mmm® buried at the roots of trees.

Family SCINCIDAE,

 Mabuia multifesciata,

This large and handsome skink is common tihroughout the whole
country in bolh Jjungle and cultivated land. It prefers grassy banks
and the neighbourhood of stresme and wet ditches. It takes readily
to water and swims well.

In -ecolour the male is a brilliantemetallic bronze apove, usu-
ally with g broad red stripe down each gide. Eelow it is & brill-
iant yellow on the chin and thiroat and greenish whibe on the belly.
The female - leg duller and often 'lacks the red stripe on the gide
and the yellow on the chin. ,

Four specimens (1d, 1 sunww“ul d, 1g and 1 immature) have been
obtained at Sime Road where it'ils exceedinz gly coumon cl0ng the
lallang and 2long the edges of the drains. Four gpscluens (36' 19)
were obtained at Changi in the outside garden. Two of thege nad
regrown tails, but the aVeraye uuasufegemtg of the otqers é25 Lfrom
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Tail 41,1 - 176.0 - 226.6 um,; Total, 238.2 = 281.6 - 338,4 ma
Pdiﬂt of Bnoul Te centre of AgtrtUL of Ear, 20.0 - 22.6 -_EJ;O_mm.,
Axilla to Groiwm, 49,3 2§ ..; Fore Leg, 30.% - 34.6 -

3Te0. mm, § ni;;‘gebi 4; o] 8 5 5 9 mam. g uOﬂb@“E Digit on Hind

Foot, 17.8 - 19. 21,4 am, ., An speciuen, unsexed, meas-
ured: H, . EEEQ mik.4 -Tail, 74 O 119. 0 mm, ; Point of
Snout to centrasof Aperture of Ear,

Axillia "to Groin,

24,0 mm.; Fore Leg, 13,9 A, § Hind mm, ; Lonzest Digit on
Hind Popot: 7.8 na,., :
: Tile. scales dare sublhexagonal: in: form and arrensfd in a guincun-
clal manner. Those of the upper side are keeled K each scale haying
three keels. The keeling is most prominent on the:scales of the
back, and is falnter on the tail and legs, being entirely absent
from the belly. There are 32 'rows of scales round wid-Dbody.

These lizards are mainly insectivorous but other emall prey
is also taken. Mr. G.H.Sworder records one which he shot which'had
a' large red centipede CScolopenor¢Tfﬂanulng from its nouth. The
centipede, which was as long as the head and pocy of the gkink,
had been killed by uTEHEVLrSeiblLe across the forp part of the
body and swallowed hehu first}] The stomache contepts of Ppeclmen
Ho. 254, &, taken a@ bl.e nuc@ werie eﬂwulLec by Liﬂt. H.¥.Pendle-

\O
I 3

2 1 i S S |
bury who identified the; lirvq of ;:*~= ' the subpf ﬁi“i g Trifinge-
and Quadrifinge, the beall of g butterf msthj Ild an atuYe
cackroacn {Tﬁguuﬁame) Wothing is tlie rgc ding he

.._t,.‘

b L i
Malsy name, - "bénkurong' .

A small ekink which was very common in the inside garden ab
Changi ald ig glso Telrly numerous g8t Sime Road is thiought to be
of this spec es. The male ig ligit earthy brown above, the head
being speckled with dark brown. Down the centre of. the back. are
two thin dark pbrown linee. There is & yellowish-cream. subdoresl
8tripe,  which 1s narrowly edped with dark brown on its dorsal edge.
This crean line begins just 1ove L“e eye and fades out near the

-base of the tall, On the sidee; below the creanm line, 'and very

sharply demarcated from it, is a UIOuu black line running from
behind the eye te the hind leo, beyond which, on tie tell, 1%
beecomes broken and fades out.  This black line ie broader on the
body, than on the neck. Waile' the upper edge is clearlj demarcated
from. the cr ceal, the lower edge QTQwL:lLJ LGw“a up ‘inte small black

" 8pots which become fewer snd farther apart on the sldes of the body,

until they are absent from the Je71y The ground colour on which
these black spote are laild ie whitish on the sides of the neck.

chln, and uuroat, dee lemon yellow on the sides of the bod ¥ and on
the be1lv and a rose pink on the sides of tihe tail paling to pinkiﬁh
wnite on the undereide of the tail, Oﬁ the body, JetWEEQ the legs

- and just mue1e the black line CtnrtL to preaL up, runs a‘Tongltudlnal

streak of deep rose 11nk “he upper surface of the tail is light
earthy brown with z pink flush towards the tip, and irregularly
8peckled with black. The legs: are pin%ish ,nottled with black. The
iris of the eye is yellow granulsted with blacg whiile the pupil is
round. In females the yellow on the sides and belly, and the red
streal between the limbs are very pale or absent.

A number of specimens were taken at Changi but several of these
had lost their taile which are extremely brittle and are cast on. the:
least provocation. At Sime Road 3d and 1 immature ex ovum have been
obtained. Thnere appears to be no differerice in the meagurenents
between the sexes, and the average meaeurements of seven specimens
(48, 3¢) are: H.& Bs, 46.0°- 48,9 - 53,0 mm.;Tadl, 42,1 - 53.8 - 650
i Total 93.1 - 102.6 - 114,0 nm;; ‘Point of Shout to centre of
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