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Subject: Floral wrasse, Cheilinus chlorurus (Teleostei: Perciformes: Labridae). 

 
Subject identified by: Vincent Ting. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Strait off Seringat-Kias; 18 March 2020; around 1420 hrs.  

 

Habitat: Marine. Coral reef at around 4 m depth.  
 

Observers: Adib Adris and Vincent Ting.  

 

Observation: An example of about 15 cm total length (see accompanying picture) was caught near a sea-wall along the 

reef. It was landed by line on a small hook baited with prawn meat, without a sinker, during neap tide at 0.9 m. The sky 

was cloudy, shortly after rain, and the water was relatively clear with light current. The fish was held temporarily in a 

receptacle and released after photography. 

 

Remarks: The floral wrasse is known to occur in Singapore waters (Fowler, 1938: 191) but is seldom recorded. The 

featured individual appears to be a female, for the rarely seen male is a more uniform brown to greenish with a broad 

blackish stripe from the eye to the middle of the body. This fish attains a maximum total length of 36 cm. It tends to be 
solitary, and inhabits lagoons and coastal reefs down to 30 m depth. It has a wide distribution in the tropical Indo-

Pacific, ranging from East Africa through Indonesia to the eastern Pacific (Allen & Erdmann, 2012: 642). 
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Lateral view of the floral wrasse landed off Seringat-Kias. Photograph by Adib Adris 
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