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Subject: Asian softshell turtle, Amyda cartilaginea (Reptilia: Testudinata: Trionychidae). 

 

Subject identified by: Nick Baker. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Thomson Nature Park; 4 February 2020; 1740 hrs. 

 

Habitat: Shaded, shallow freshwater stream in secondary forest. 

 

Observer: Nick Baker.  

 

Observation: The observer first noticed a faint swirl of water in the stream. After a few minutes, the head of a turtle 

appeared at the surface of the water in mid-stream, and facing downstream. The hind feet of the turtle remained 

anchored to the substrate (see accompanying picture). A couple of minutes later, the turtle submerged itself and 

disappeared from the observer’s view. The carapace length of the turtle was around 25 cm. 

 

Remarks: Given the apparent paucity of aquatic fauna (such as fishes) in the two streams at the Thomson Nature Park, 

the observer was pleasantly surprised at finding this species there. The presence of a dark band across the anterior part 

of the carapace seems consistent with the subspecies Amyda cartilaginea maculosa that was described from 

Kalimantan, Borneo (see Fritz et al., 2014). This marking is also noted on examples of Amyda cartilaginea that the 

observer has seen nearby at Lower Peirce forest (Baker, 2014). 
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In-situ fronto-dorsal view of the subject with the top of its head exposed and the rest of its body submerged in the 

stream. Note the dark band across the anterior part of the turtle’s carapace. Photograph by Nick Baker 


