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Subjects: Golden Nile catfish, Chrysichthys auratus (Teleostei: Siluriformes: Claroteidae). 

 

Subjects identified by: Tan Heok Hui & Ng Heok Hee. 

 

Location, date and time: Singapore Island, Marina Catchment, Kallang River between Jalan Rajah and Pan 

Island Expressway, opposite Singapore Armed Forces Reservist Association; 10 September 2019; 1120-1220 hrs. 

 

Habitat: Freshwater. Canal in urban environment, about 30 m wide with concrete sides, and dense growths of the 

non-native aquatic macrophyte, Mayaca fluviatilis (Mayacaceae) in the water. 

 

Observer: Tan Heok Hui. 

 

Observation: Two to three individuals, each around 20 cm total length, were observed swimming off the substrate 

among submerged aquatic plants. One of them is illustrated in Fig. 1 (dorso-lateral view) and 2 (dorsal view). 

 

Remarks: The featured catfish was previously misidentified by Tan & Tay (2019: 137, fig. 3) as the estuarine 

bagrid catfish, Mystus gulio. The first author had found the behaviour of the fish unusual as they were swimming 

off the substrate with the head slightly tilted downwards, and quite unlike the benthic habits of Mystus gulio 

(personal observation). These fish also have relatively broad heads, larger eyes and shorter white barbels. They 

are herein identified as Chrysichthys, and tentatively as the species Chrysichthys auratus. Similar examples have 

recently been obtained in a freshwater channel elsewhere in Singapore, and will be reported in a separate 

publication.  

 

The genus Chrysichthys is native to Africa. Chrysichthys auratus owes its presence in Singapore most likely to 

human introduction. The purpose and means of introduction, however, is a mystery. Despite recent regular visits 

to local ornamental fish retail shops and wholesalers, the author has not seen this species. It has also not been seen 

on sale as food fish in the markets (personal observations). It is not known if a feral population of this species has 

been established in Singapore. 

 

Chrysichthys auratus has a stout body with greenish-gold sheen on the dorsum, short head (head length about a 

quarter of the fish’s standard length) with large eyes (about 1/5 of head length), short white maxillary barbels (not 

reaching outer edge of gill cover), relatively short dorsal fin (not longer than head) with the longest serrated spine 

about half of dorsal-fin height, and a large adipose fin (almost similar in size to anal fin). The caudal fin is strongly 

forked, its upper lobe with a filamentous tip. This species is widespread in Africa, and can be found in river 

mouths and deltas (see Seegers, 2008). In its native Africa, Chrysichthys auratus is used as food fish, and usually 

caught with gill nets. In Egypt, it has been known to live up to four years, and grow up to 20 cm in standard length 

(measured from tip of upper jaw to base of caudal fin) (Ragheb, 2014).  
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Fig. 1. Dorso-lateral view of Chrysichthys auratus in-situ. Note the strongly forked caudal fin with filamentous 

tip of the upper lobe. 

 

 
Fig. 2. Dorsal view of Chrysichthys auratus in-situ. Note the short white barbels and large eyes. 
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