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The red crab migration turns the streets on Christmas Island a bright red. The phenomenon can be viewed on Google Maps
Street View from early next year. But Lee Kong Chian museum visitors can watch it first. PHOTO: TAN HEOK HUI
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Learn about
Christmas
Island crabs at
nature museum

AudreyTan

Thereis more to crabs than those fried with black pep-
perorinathickechillisauce.

Anew exhibition at the Lee Kong Chian Natural His-
tory Museum at the National University of Singapore
(NUS) aims to let visitors know that the crustaceans
canalso playavital role in their habitats.

Christmas Island Red, as the exhibition s called, spot-
lights the role of crabs on the rocky island that was part
of Singapore until 1957, when it was sold to Australia.
‘The official transfer took place in 1958,

The exhibition was launched yesterday by the mu-
seum, and attended by the Australian High Commis-
sioner Bruce Gosper.

Christmas Is]and which js about an hour by plane
from Jakarta, is famed for the red crab, a species found
onlyon the sland.

The crustacean likely got its name from the striking
red colour of its shell. But what has attracted the
world’s attention is the annual migration, when they
‘move enmasse from the forests to the seato spawn.

There are more than 40 million of these palm-sized
creatures on Christmas Island, which has a population
of about 2,000. The migration, which usually takes
place in December, turns the streets and roads a bright
red. The phenomenon, captured by Google, which is
working with Parks Australia, can be viewed on Google
Maps Street View from early next year.

But museum visitors can watch it first at the exhibi-
tion, which will run for six months. They can also see
different crab specimens and other types of fauna, in-
cluding the red-pouched frigate birds. They will learn
how a species of ants, the so-called yellow crazy ants,
and feral cats that were brought to the island threat-
enedits biodiversity, including the red crabs.
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Buk even in the forests, the crabs are the key drivers
of the ecosystem, said Professor Peter Ng, head of the
Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum.

“There are no large mammals or predators on the is-
land, so whichever gets there first dominates it. On
Christmas Island, the red crab is king. It is not the
fastest or strongest creature, but it is dominant. They
feed on the vegetation in the forests, and act like gar-
deners of the forests, keepmg them well manicured
andwithlittle undergrowt!

He added: “I hope visitors will realise that there is a
wonderful place so close to Singapore. And Singapore-
ans may be obsessed with eating crabs, but I hope that
through this exhibition, they will learn something
moreabout themaswell.”
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VIDEO
Watchto learn more about the crabs of Christmas
Island.httpy/str.sg/04LN



