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EDITORIAL

More than a year has passed since Professor Navjot Sodhi, a profound researcher and outspoken lecturer who championed
conservation ecology for more than a decade at the National University of Singapore (NUS), lost his battle to blood lymphoma
on the 12 Jun.2011. The great loss of this beloved colleague, a fearless spokesperson of tropical and global conservation, was
echoed by numerous leading ecologists and conservationists, many of whom were either his former students or colleagues
(see http://www.facebook.com/RememberingNavjotSodhi). Navjot had the peculiar habit of wearing his cap backwards, but
in truth he was always looking forward and had great foresight in conservation biology research. The greatest example is that
he always believed that “conservation biology” was meant “for all” and so he did just that by making a book of the same
name he co-edited freely available to the public (see http://www.mongabay.com/conservation-biology-for-all.html). This is
particularly important in the face of global climate change and its influence on socioeconomics and ecosystems, and how
governments and individuals can and should react.

In this special issue of the Raffles Bulletin of Zoology, we honour his work with 24 research articles and reviews, penned
by colleagues as well as former and present students of Navjot. These represent a glimpse of the broad and diverse spectra
of Navjot’s approach to conservation biology: from ecology and taxonomy to social sciences and policy making that affects
various biomes (e.g., forests and mangroves) and includes a diverse array of organisms such as snails, giant clams, insects,
crustaceans, birds, fishes, and man.

Two of us (Lian Pin and Tien Ming), who have been fortunate to be mentored closely by Navjot, wrote an obituary outlining
his outstanding achievements and contributions to conservation science. Maribeth Erb, a colleague and sociologist at NUS,
provides a review on how different types of “environmentality”, such as governance, influence different environmentalisms,
the philosophies and social movements associated with conservation, in Eastern Indonesia.

The remaining papers have been broadly categorised under two main research areas, namely conservation ecology and taxonomy.
Liow Lee Hsiang, a former student, describes how an empirically driven paleobiological model can have important implications
for conservation. Giam Xingli (another former student) and David Wilcove (a collaborator) examine the geographical bias
and illustrate the scale of international collaborations in conservation research within Southeast Asia. Iris Motzke, Thomas
Wanger (a former student), Teja Tscharntke (a collaborator) and others examine the impact of socio-economic conditions on
biodiversity conservation in Cambodia. Daniel Friess, N. Sivasothi, Edward Webb (all colleagues) and others describe the
zoological and wider ecological importance of the research conducted in Mandai mangrove forest, northwest of Singapore.

Neo Mei Lin and Peter Todd (a colleague) look at the history of giant clams in Singapore, examining the various anthropogenic
factors that cause a decline of giant clam population, and discuss conservation strategies to protect them. Jeffery Kwik (a
colleague) studies the effectiveness of culling as a controversial approach of population control in intertidal venomous marine
fishes on Sentosa Island, Singapore. Brett Scheffers (a current student), Cynthia Paszkowski (Navjot’s post-doctoral mentor)
and colleagues evaluate the influence of spatial configuration and scale on pond-breeding frog species distribution in Edmonton,
Alberta, Canada. Lochran Traill, Thomas Wanger, and David Kidd study the life history, ecological and anthropogenic correlates
of bovid population declines worldwide.

Lee Wan-Jean, a former student, highlights the threats to the sedimentary benthic habitats of the Southeast Asian region.
Zechan Jaafar, Darren Yeo, Tan Heok Hui, and Ruth O’Riordan (all colleagues) evaluate the status of estuarine and marine
non-indigenous species and examine the three most important pathways of their introduction in Singapore. James Guest, Chou
Loke Ming, and Beverly Goh (all colleagues) investigate the reproductive seasonality of Singapore’s coral reefs in response to
environmental variation. Adrian Loo (a colleague) led his students to look at the widely-known intimate relationship among
ants, rattans, and aphids but otherwise previously undocumented association on a Singapore context.

In addition, Enoka Kudavidanage, Lan Qie, and Janice Lee (all former students) examine the impacts of habitat disturbance and
resulting changes in biodiversity on ecosystem function, focusing on Southeast Asian dung beetles from Sri Lanka, Malaysia
and Singapore. Lan Qie, Susan Lim (a collaborator) and other workers explore the viability in the radical approach of assisted
dispersal and colonisation by introducing dung beetles into previously uninhabited area in a fragmented forest system at Lake
Kenyir, Peninsular Malaysia. Yong Dingli (a former student), David Lohman (a former post-doctoral student), and colleagues
compare butterfly diversity of land-bridge islands and control sites at Lake Kenyir, Peninsular Malaysia.



The following papers focus on Navjot’s primary research organisms: the birds. Allison Begley, Brian Gray, and Cynthia
Paszkowski evaluate whether avian species richness and assemblages differ between natural and restored wetlands in the Aspen
Parkland region of Saskatchewan 3-8 years post restoration. Chong Kwek-Yan, Subaraj Rajathurai (a collaborator), Lim Haw
Chuan (a former student) and Hugh Tan (a colleague) examine human impacts on avian communities by looking at decadal
changes in urban bird populations in Singapore. Berton Harris (a former student), Frederick Sheldon (a collaborator) and
colleagues find that several avian species on Mount Kinabalu, East Malaysia shift their elevational range based on historical
and current data of bird distributions from diverse data sources. Kelvin Peh, Malcom Soh, Charlotte Yap (former students),
and Cagan Sekercioglu (a collaborator) assess the relative importance of various species traits (e.g., breeding phenology and
clutch size) in determining the altitudinal specialisation of Southeast Asian tropical birds.

The final four papers are on taxonomy, where three have honoured Navjot by naming new species and genera after him.
Reuben Clements (a former student) and Tan Siong Kiat describe a new genus and species of land snail from Peninsular
Malaysia. Peter Ng (a colleague) diagnoses a new sesarmid species from Guam. Darren Yeo and Peter Ng establish a new
genus for three species of freshwater crabs from South Asia. Tan Heok Hui describes a new tiger barb fish species from
Central Kalimantan, Borneo, Indonesia.

Navjot’s hard work and persistence is not in vain; he leaves behind a strong legacy, and will always be an inspiration to
fellow researchers and students, future conservationists and biologists. Although conservation biology has lost a crusader in
Navjot, we hope that this collection of papers will serve as an inspiration for scientific research in all fields of ecology and
conservation science.

Matthew Lim, Lee Tien Ming, and Koh Lian Pin
Editors

i




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


