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has a prominent forehead which is distinctive from the
Australian Grey Teal.

The book covers 87 out of 93 families and 130 out of 381
endemic species.

The inclusion of map of distribution is very useful. Because
Indonesian region has the highest number of endemic species,
the map really helps to find specific locations for interesting
species. We were a bit surprised when seeing the map of
the Brahminy Kite (Haliastur indus). The author eliminates
the presence of the species on Java island. Actually, last year
we found an active nest of this species with two chicks in
the mangrove of North Coast of Banten.

After all, we recommend the book to be used by beginners
or professional bird watchers for observing the Indonesian
birds. The concise text provides vital information that will
ensure identification of some species in one of the world's
most diverse avifauna regions. We appreciate all efforts of
the author to produce such comprehensive photographs of
the birds of Indonesia, especially for the photographs of tiny
birds such as the Red-breasted Pygmy Parrot (Micropsitta
bruijnii), the Wallace's Hanging-parrot (Loriculusflosculus)
and the Moluccan Hanging-parrot (L. amabilis).
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The book provides succinct introduction to the bird watching
techniques. The introduction also contains beside other
aspects, brief notes on Southeast Asian bird fauna, its
habitats, and conservation.

I recommend this book to amateur and professional bird
watchers alike. I know that I will be bringing it along for
my future birding trips within Southeast Asia.
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With few exceptions, most of the photographs are of
exceptional high quality. Somehow, the guide feels much
better to use in the field and different than the previous other
guides in the market. The glossy production of the book is
of high quality.

Over six hundred bird species are covered in this book. Each
species account includes a photograph (sometimes two) of
the species. Most photographs contain diagnostic features
of the bird. Included in the species description is a brief
write-up of the diagnostic morphological features of the
species with notes on its voice and habitats. Abundance
status of all the species is indicated and so is the worldwide
range. However, only the distribution within Southeast Asia
is illustrated with a map.
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There are numerous field
guides available in the
market on the birds of
Southeast Asia. The
question arises in my
mind: do we need
another bird guide for
Southeast Asia? The
answer in my mind is yes
but only if such a guide

is illustrated with excellent photographs. Well, this book
fills the bill. The author who is famous for his breathtaking
bird pictures writes this photographic guide.
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