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The Cantor Collection of Malayan fresh-water fishes

By Eric R, ALFRED

Raffles Museim, Sinpapore
(Recelved August, [960)

IN HIS MONUMENTAL caTALOGUE of Malayan Fishes, Theodore Cantor, 1849, Journ.
Asia. Soc. Bengal, vol. 18, pt. 2, included 12 species of fresh-water fishes from localities in
Penang, Singapore, the Langkawi Islands, Province Wellesley and Malacea, His descrip-
tions constitute not only the first published recards of Malayan fresh-water fishes but also
include a new species, Macropoduy pusner Cantor,

Cantor’s collections, which consist partly of skins and partly of spirit specimens,
were incorporaled into the large collection of Indian fishes in the Muscum of the East
India Company in Calcutta. In 1861, the entire collection of that Muscum was presented
to the British Museum (Natural History), London.

During a visit to the British Muscum in February 1960, 1 had the apportunity of
cxamining a part of this interesting collection. | was able to trace the specimens with

the assistance of Mr. A, Wheeler and Mr. G. Pulmer and wish 1o thank them for their
kind help.

Nandus nandus (Hamilton)
Nandus marmoratug Cawtor, (B4%, p. 999 Fresh wiler Malayan Peninsular.

One specimen Wo. 1860.3.19.931, Malay Peninsular, 79 mm. total lenpth ‘and
6354 mm, standard length, Lateral line scales 49. This is as yet the only known example
of the species collected in Malaya. Cantor’s remark that the “fish is us numerous in the

Malayan Peninsular as in Bengal” would refer to the other Malayan specics, N. nebulosus
{Gray).

Anabas testudineus (Bloch)
Anabay scandens CanTor, 1849, p. 1064: Fresh water and-estuaries Malay Peninsular and
Islands: (Singnpore and Pinang),
Anabay seandens GusTier, 1861, p. 375 Pinang and Malavan Peninsular.

One specimen Noo 1860319953, Malay Peninsular, 54 mm. totad length and 414
mm. standard length. In addition, three skins from Penang No. 1860.3.19.312-314
about 155, 115 and 20 mm. lotal length and about 120, 90 and 70 mm. standard length,

Betta pugnax (Canlor)

Mucropodus. prugrar: Cantowr, 1849, po 1066, pl. 11, figs. 1=3; Fresh water, Pinang, Malayan
Peninsular,

Betia prgnax GUNTHER, 1861, p. 38Y9% Pinang.

The three Syntypes from Penang comprise a specimen No, 1860.3.19.930 of 88 mm.
total length and 61 mm. standard length and two skins Mo, 1860.3.19.317=-313, res-
pectively about 88 and 76:5 mm. tolal length and about 65 and 53 mm. standard length.
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Betta splendens Regan

Muaropelug peeang war, Claseron, 1HAY, e 0GR, pl. 11, B, 42 Siuni,

Cantor drew up his deseription from several live specimens which had been sent
from Siam to Singapore. Apparently, no specimens were preserved. That the species was
later established in Singapore has been shown by Herre (1940, p. 46) and Tweedie
(1952, p. 75).

It is of iﬂlﬂl:L‘Sl that it very likely did nat oceur in Penang at that time, Three of
the Syntypes which were collected by Flower in November 1896 constitute the first
record of the species from Penang,

Osphronemus goramy Lacepede

Osphramenis olfar CanTon, 1849, p. 1070: (Maturalised ) Fresh water, Pinang, Malacea.
Osphromenis olfay GunTier, 1Bal, p. 382: Pinang and Malayan Peninsula,

One specimen No. 1860.3.19.929, Malacca, 94 mm. total length and 71-8 mm.
standard length. In addition, three skins from Penang Nos. 1860.3.19.307-309 and
1860.3.19.2, respectively about 315, 455 and 335 mm. total length and about 240, 350,
and 255 mm. standard length.

Trichogaster leer (Blecker)

Trichopodus trichopterns (part) Cantor, 1349, p. 1071, pl. 11, fig. 5: Fresh water, Pinang,
Malayan Peninsular,

ODupliromenns trichaperny var, oo Gusriien, 1861, p. 38d: [Minamge.

One specimen from Penang No, 1860.3.19.882 of 1055 mm. totl length and 76:5
standard length.

Trichogaster trichopterus ( Pallas)

Trichopodus trichopterns (part) Cawror, 1849, p. 1071, pl. 11, fic. 5; Fresh water, Pinang,
Malayan Peninsular.

Osphromenus tricliapterus var, canioris GUNTHER, 1861, p. 384: Pinang.

Gunther reports one skin but I have not been able Lo locate this, Cantor’s account
clearly indicates that he was considering the two species together, Gunther's description
though brief, confirms that it is the present species.

Channa striata Bloch

Ephiocephalus striatus CaNTor, 1849, p. 1074: Freshwater and estuarics, Malayan Peninsular
and Islands.

Ophiocephalus striutuy Gunien, 1861, p. 474: Sea of Pinang,

Three skins from Penang No. 1860.3.19.314-316 about 280, 250 and 160 mm.
total length and about 235, 206 and 135 mm. standard length. Gunther lists a fourth
skin but I have not been able to locate this.
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Oryzias javanicus (Bleeker)
Panchax panchax (part) Cantor, 1849, p. 1234: Fresh water Pinang.
Haplechilus panchax (part) Guetner; 1366, po 311 Pinang.

One specimen No. 1960.3.1.1, Penang, about 24 mm. total length and 20 mm.
standard length. This is Gunther’s “young™ specimen.

Aplocheilus panchax (Hamilton)
Panchax panclax (part) Camtor, 1849, p. 1234: Fresh water Pinang.
Haplochilus pancliax (part) GUNTHER, 1866, p. 311: Pinang:

One specimen No, 1860.3.19.777. Penang, 554 mm. total length and 40-8 mm.
standard Iength.

Mystus pulio (Hamilton)
Bagris abbreviatus Cantor, 1849, p. 12368 Séu und estuarics-of Pinang.
Macranes pufio Guwtuer, 1864, p. 79: Pinang.

Two skins No. 1860.3.19.497—498, Penang, aboul 180 and 95 mm, total length
and about 145 and 78 mm. standard length.

Clarias hatrachus (Linnacus)

Clarfas purctatis Canton, 1849, p. 1245: Estuaries and freshwater, Pisang,
Claries miopir GUNTHER, 1864, p. 17: Pinang,

One skin No. 1860.3.19.301, Penang, aboul 205 mm, total length and about 180
mm, standard length.

Hampala macrolepidota (Valencicnnes)

Cuporta macrolepidora Canton, 18349, po 1249 Freshwater, Pinang.
Barbux hampal GuwTHER, [BGE, p. 139: Pining.

One skin No, 1860.3.19.373, Penang, about 235 mm, total length and about 180
mum. standard length, The markings on the body and on the caudal fin are not visible.

Rasbora sumatrana (Blecker)

Leuciscny rashara CaNToR, 1849, p, 1250: Freshwaler, Pinang,
Rashorg buchanani GusTier, 1868, p, 196: Pinang.

Two skins No. 1860.3.19.376-377, Penang, about 105 and 103 mm. total length
and about 85 and 82 mm. standard length. The body markings comprising the lateral
stripe, precaudal spot and supra-anal pigment are still clearly indicated and correspond
ruther well with Brittan’s description (1954, p. 134) of specimens [rom Kedah, Penang
Island and Perlis,

Iluta alba (Zuicw)

Maonopteriy fovanicns Cartor, 1849, p. 1321, pl. ¥, figs, 6-8: Seu of Pinang, Malayan
Peninsula,

Three specimens No. 1960.3.1.2-4, Penang, about 255, 137 and 113 mm. total
length.
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