On some Reptiles and a Frog from the
Natuna Islands

By N. SMEDLEY, M. A

The Natunz lslands, lying as they do hetween the Malay

Peninsula and Borneo, arc notable for the predominance of a
Bornean element in their fauna.* The following short list, although
it containg a few species new o the Natunas, only makes additions
which were to be expected in the circumstances,
A few of the specimens are of special interest in that they ditfer
in some degree from the material available to me for comparison;
some of these difterchces may be correlated with habitat, but I
doubt if the examination of a long range of specimens would prove
ihem worthy of nominal distinctian.

Chere is a tendency towards larger size in the island forms,
a fact probably due to an exceptionally favaurable biological en-
vironment; it is unlikely that this denotes racial distinction.

Variation in colour may indicate new reographical races, but
no satisfactory conclusions can be drawn without long series of
each species drawn from many lacalities.

. Ar. L. Harrison notes as follows [Meport Aunstr. Assn. Advancement
of Seistice- XVIIT, 1028, p. 353 gy the basis of its frog fauna, Great
Natuna [Bungurun Id.] we almost entirely Bormean, with an endemic genus
oi Pelobatids, The pndemism of itd land planaripns is o remarkahble that
van Grafi includes it among the pight or nine i3 ands of the [Malav]
Archipelago which he coimpores. Tut dolengraaff's recomstruction of past
hiztory would place it to the west of his great river system draining inta the
Ching Sen from Borpes and the Malay Peninsula [fe. would make it
Malavan wide The Geagraphical Jowrnal, LVIT, 1021, B 103, fig. 2] so
that it should belong to the latier and not to the former.” C. Bl K
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Of SUME MREPTILER AND 4 FROG FROM THE NATUNA ISLANDS

The specimens listed here were collected by Mr. F. N. Chasen
of the Rafles Museum, in September 1928, and his field-notes on
the specimens are incorporated. 1 ami indebted to Dr, Maleolm
Smith for comparing the more variable specimens with material
in the Dritish Museum. All the species concerned are recorded in
de Reeij’s "Reptiles of the Indo-Austealinn Archipelago,” and
1 have therefore avoided the repetition of reference lists. The anly
previous faunal list of reptiles and Amphibia from these islands is
that of Giinther (Nev. Zool., 11, 1895, pp. 409—s02).

REPTIL.IA
Liacartilia

Draco cornutus Gihr,

Bunguran 1d., 2 3. Not previously reeorded from the Natuna
Islands.  Originally deseribed from Lorneo; now known alsa from
Sumatra and the Suly Archipelago.

The gular sac of the male has hitherta heen described as red
In specimens from Borneo in the eollections of the British Museum
examined by Dr. Smith the whole of the gular sac is vellow, The
Nutuna specimens have a gular sac which is tipped with hright
lemon yellow, and notes on this point taken by Mr. Chasen from the
fresh specimens confirm the examination of the spirit material.
The original reference to a rad coloration is prabibly an error,

Draeco fimhristuz Kk,
Bunguran Id., 2 2.

The Jarger of these has & head and body length of 110 T,
tail 175 mm. The black spots dre not confined to the underside,
but are profuse on the dorsal surface. This condition also abtains
in mast of the specimens, from various localities, in the 1Raffles
Museum collection and is probably the normal coloration rather
than the exception.

Draco formosus Bler.

Bunguran Id., 1 ¢ . Not previously known from the Natunas,

Agrees well with a specimen in the British Muscum from
Kelantan except for the darker patagium. It is, however, much
more strongly marked than any of the specimens in the Rafes
Museum, which have generally only faint, small spots on the head
and nape.

The Natuna specimen has a strong black mirbling on the head
and nape, the spotz on the neck and body tendingr to form bands.
The patagium is so dark as practically to obscure the usyal hands,
and this dark pigmentation probably accounts for the apparent
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absence of the crimson edging to- the membranes, which is not
dizeernible event when the extended membrane is held agaimmst the
light. The underside of the throat and wattles, usually ‘o bright
ceimison, isoalso almaost Black. Mclapism appedrs to be a common
phenomenon m island forms.

Draco melanopogon Dlgr.
Bunguran Id, 1 2.

Aphaniotis fusea (Feters).

Bunguran 1d., © g. The head-seales are very variable, a fact
which iz considered by Sworder (Journal, Malavan Branch, Royal
Asiatie Society, VII, 1920, pp. 327—335) to have a bearing on
veopraphical races.

Calotes cristatellus (Kuhl).

Bunguran Id,, 1 3.

Mahuyz multifasciata (Kuhl).
Bungruran 1d., 109,

Cpaidia
Boigs drapiezii (Bo'e).
Punguran Td. Nat previousiy known from the Natunas.
This specimen appears to be the largest yet recorded, with a
toral length of 1933 mm,; tail 468 mm. Ventrals 283 {previous
maxinmm 276); sub-candals 130, 1t exhibits a melamsm  simifar
o that often found in Heiza cywedan, The true coloration is
present, but is partially masked by a black pigmentation consisting
of minute specks lending a veiled effect.
Chelenia
Dogania svbplana (Geoffr.).
Bunguran i,

AMPHIEIA

TKana glandulosa Blgr.
Gunguran 1d. Not previously known from the Natunas.

The colour af this specimen in spirit is greyish marbled with
hiack : hindlimbs with dark eross-bars speckled hehind.  The warts
on the Lack are large and very fiat.
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