A Note on Birds seen at Maxwell’s Hill, Perak,
April 1950 and February 19512

£y E. H, BROMLEY, B.s¢,

A SHORT visit was made to the hill station at Maxwell's Hill,
Perak? from 28 April (noon) to 30 (56 p.m.), 1950, after which
the following brief notes were compiled on the birds observed, A
second visit from 3 February ( evening) to 7 February, 1951 pro-
vided an opportunity for checking them. In the great majority of
species the 1950 observations were confirmed: in a few cases
slight revision or additions have been made as a vesult of the
second visit; the latler are ndicated by the date, but otherwise
it may be assumed that the status in 195] agrees with that
found in 1950, Breeding details, relative numbers of immature
birds, ete. refer only to 1950, unless otherwise stated.

The notes are far rom comprehensive, but they are syb-
mitted to confirm or supplement the distribution notes given in
the Annotated Checllist (Gibson-Hill, 1949). The arrangement,
numbering and nomenelaty re used in the Checklist are Tollowed
here,

The approximate number of birds of each species observed
in 1950 is shown by figures in italics, though these ean only be a
rough guide to statys, Observations on breeding were disappoini-
ingly few, and eonsist almost entirely of records of immature or
tledgling birds seon being attended or fed by parents. From the
little evidence availahle it would seem that the poak of the breed-
ing season was already past, at the end of April 1950, at least
for first broods, Only one brooded nest, with four white Egps,

L. Subiniteed November 1950, revised OQctober 1951, :

= Maxwell's Hill ang Gunong Hijau, Lat, 4o sy N., Long, 1009 45¢

E.: see map un page - Maxwell's Hill s situnted o the mountain
range known as the Larot Hille: near Taiping, Perak, The “Tea Gardens',
elt. 2162 Teet, ure on the route up to the hill station. At Maxwell's Hill
Hsell there are o nomber of bungalows at an clevation of between 3,400
anid 8,650 feat, “The Cottage" (now econverted into a radio Station) and
“The Hox" (the official bungalow of the British Adviser, Perak) are on
two peaks at heights of 4,540 and 4,076 feet respectively, The AVErage rain-
full at the Coltage jz 253 Inches, and at the Lill station proper 206 inchos,
The jungle is dense eVergreen, very thick and matted, with much lracken.
like forn near the ridges and on the peaks especially on exposed banks or
uver-grown landslides, There are fairly extensive flower and vegetable
gardens in the neighbourhood of the bungalows, and some elear, grassy
spaces. Gunong Hijau, the highest peak in this neighbourhood, reaches 3
height of 4,750 feet.
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BIRDS SEEN AT MAXWELL'S HILL

was found on a small bank: in this case the sitting bird left so
quickly that it was not possible to recognise the speecies, but it
was clearly one of the Babblers. In February 1951 one nest in
course of construction was found (see No. 397). It should be
added that no special efforts were made to look for nests,

The mixed bird associations, so characteristic of hill jungles,
were not much in evidence. Except for a fairly large flock seen
on the path to the Cottage on 5 February, and possibly the same
one not far from the same place on 6 February, 1951, those that
I did see were usually composed of very few species, with rela-
tively few individuals of each. A high proportion of the birds in
them in 1950 were immature, and in many ecases they were
apparently family parties. The flocks seemed to be in process of
reforming after the breeding season.

The majority of observations were made along the ridge
from Speedy's Gap to the Box and on to the New Clearing, and
down short tracks on either size of this, i.e. from altitudes of
about 3,750 to over 4,000 feet. Unless otherwise stated this is
the area to which the following notes refer. On the morning of
30 April, 1950 and again on 6 February, 1951 a walk was laken
up the path towards the Cottage and on to the summit of Gunong
Hijau at 4,750 feet,

71. Spilornis cheela bassus (Forst.). Serpent Eagle,

One was seen in 1950 near Treacher's at about 3,750 feet
altitude. It was also heard calling several times in the same area.
In 1951 one or both birds of a pair were observed cireling over
the hill slopes around the New Clearing on several occasions,
and one bird was seen in the evening of 4 February in low trees
on the edge of the clearing at just over 4,000 feet. This was the
only species of hawk observed on these visits,

171, Ducula badia badia (Rafes). Mountain Imperial Pigeon.

The so-called booming, or low oo(m) calls, of this species
were heard in 1951, notably on & February on the path to the
Cottage. The booming may be correlated with the breeding
season which apparently ends early in the year, and this might
account for my not hearing it in April. I have heard it, however,
quite frequently in August on Fraser's Hill,

173. Macropygia ruliceps malavana Chas. & Wloss,
Little Cuckoo-Dove.

3 observed.

Mus, 24, 1052, [201]
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1830, Cuculus sparverioides bocki (Wardl, ams.),
Large Hawlk-Cuckoo,

On 4 February, 1951, 1 heard distinetly the ealls of a cuckoo
that is quite common on Fraser's Hill, at least from August
through the winter months. | have diseussed its identity, in ltt.,
with Mr. Gibson-Hill (1949: 90), and concluded that it is pro-
Lably the above species. The ealls were also heard onee, rather
indistinetly but I think with reasonable certainty, in April 1950.

218, Glaucidium brodiei brodiei (Burton). Przmy Owlet,

| have been told by a competent observer that a call, toop
tontoop toop, which is very familiar at hill stations, where it
may be heard al any lime of the day, is altered by members of
Lhis species. Deignan (1945: 178) confirms this statement. 1
noted the call in most of the loealitics that [ visited, on al least
310 cceasions, bul | was not able to verify the identification.

232. Collocalia sp. (prohally inwominafe Hume).
(Hume's) Swiftlet,

A Collocalin species was present dn varying numbers duving
the whaole period of my 1951 visil. It seemed Lo be most numerous
avound the Box and the New Cleaving where small or large
fincks, sometimes of up to 100 gy more hivds, could be seen at
almost-any time of the day eiveling quite low above the garvdens
and eleared area | was nolb able to discover just how the {luctoa-
tions in numbers was corrvelaled with the weather, as 1 presume
it must have been. Even when the hill lops were shrouded in the
mist of low clouds, a few of Lhese bivds could usually be observed
llying round.

The birds often repeated a Tast, havd or cicking tick, . ...
The intensity of the eall seemed Lo be roughly in proportion Lo
the number of birds present. When a large floek was about, the
air was filled with these ticking sounds, and one sensed an
undercurrent of excitement. Very oceasionally a faint, but hard-
sounding, fyicr-r-r was homed.

From the evidence of Chasen (1939: 115 el seq.) and
Gibson-Hill (1949: 109) C. innominatae would appear to be the
species most likely to be met with in the mountains, and the
general description agreed wilh thal species, viz. a bird of
rather sooly or smoky brown plumage, slightly paler on the
under parts, certainly under the wings, and with a noticeably
forked tail, as much as a half inch deep in many individuals.
The birds lpoked a little move robust than the CGrey-rumperd
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Swiftlets that one sees about certain buildings in Singapore and
kuala Lumpur, In the field the pale rump seemed to be aboul as
conspicuons as in that speeies and appeared distinetly whitish.

255, Collocalia esculenta cyanoptila Oberh.
Whitebellied Swiltlel.

One or two were seen at the Tea Gardens at a little over
2000 feet. In 1950 a few less delinitely identified Collocalin near
Maxwell Bungalow at about 3,250 feet, and clsewhere, were
probably this species. I have no note of it in 1951. 1 have cer-
tainly recovded it here on past visits,

I have the impression that this species is not as common on
these hills as it used to be. Perhaps this searcity only refers Lo
the early months of the vear, during which peviod il seems to e
ijuite mumerous and apparently breeding in the comparalively
near lowlands around Ipoh, This may indicate o seasonal change
ol habital. It would be inleresting 1o compaore its present statos
on Fraser's Hill, where it used to be common in Janoary and
Aupust 1947 and 1945,

257, Hirund-apus giganlea (Tomn.) subs), Spinetail Swill.

A Spinetail Swifl was seen cireling near the Box al 11 am.
on 29 April, 1950. In 1951 this speeics was seen almost daily
cireling over the ridge and hill summits, including two birds al
noon on T February at the Box and one flving vound the top of
{iunong Hijaw at T pan. on § Febraary.,

240. Apus allinis suhfureatus (Blyth}. Touse-Swift,

Very common nete all the bungalows; | estimale 500 seen;
probably breeding herve, as it cevtainly does at the hill stations
in the main range.

212, Hemiprocne longipennis harterti Stres.
Crested Tree-Swift.
At least one pair observed about a Jarge tree near the Box,
Judging by the excited calls and eireling Mlights, 1 imagine the
hirds were hreeding there.
471, Anerrhinus galeritus eavinatus (Blvth).
Bushyerested Hornbill.
Quite common ; probably about 30 seen or lieard. In 1931 1
met a party of about 10 birds on the path to the Colttage on 5
and 6 February, and another of aboul 5 birds on Lhe slopes of
(i, Hijau at 4,300 feet. Other groups weie rlimpsed or heard
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near the Box and down the valleys below the rvidge. ln 1950 the
birds were not seen, but heard further down the valleys north of
Speedy’s Gap at altitudes considered to be between about 3,000
and 3,500 feet; their numbers could not be estimated. hot Judging
from the calls, they were just as common.

This is a talkative, inded noisy, species, ealhop like the
Pied Hornbills in its flocking habits and high-pitched, cackling
calls. The latter suggest the presence of immature birds, and
undoubtedly some sub-adults were present, but whether these
calls are indeed ultered by immature birds, or are a general eall
of the species, 1 cannot say. Some of the flocks arve rather big to
be simple Tamily parties, bul may be an associalion of two or
more families,

The calls may Le analysed as follows, The commaonest, pr
certainly the most insistent and penetrating, is 5 querulous,
high-pitched fwive, .. ... - well deseribed Ly Butier (Robinson,
1928 56) as a curious shrill ery, kept up at intervals, reminis-
cenl of Lhe chorus rised by o litter of gy puppivs, There
i5s also a move hen-like eackle kv, kr. . ... The commoner Lype
of Hornbill eall is vepresented by o fast, faivly high beedok,. ...
(much like the sound in eroekery but the » almost silent), Finally
I noted a soft whistle swh(y)oo, or a more extended whyookoo,
,,,,,, very like the Pinknecked Green Pigeon's song.

275, Aceros undulatus undulatus (Shaw). Wreathoed Iornbill,

One bird was scen on the morning of 5 February, 1951, on
the path to the Cottage a little above 4,000 feet, flying through
the same group of trees where the Bushyerested birds were, |
cannet say whether the association was more than accidental.

278. Buceros rhinoceres rhinoceros (Linn.).
Ehinvceros Hornbill.
A Rhinoceros Hornbill was seen al about 2,500 feet, a little
above the Tea Gardens, on 30 April, 1950. Besides the high-
pitched ealls of the Bushyerested Hornbills (see No. 271) heard
down the valleys, there were on several oeeasions the ileeper
eroaks more charvactevistic of this quite common species, which
was almost certainly present there.

281. Psilopogon pyrolophus (S. Mill.). Firetufted Barbet,

This species was seen Lwo or three Limes in Felyuiry 1951,
but not in April 1950, 1t is usually eommon and obirusive at
Fraser's Hill and Cameron Highlands.

[204 ] ThiLl. RAFFLES
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2587, Megalaima oorti corti (5. Mill. ). Miller's Barbet.

Quite commaon, as at other hill stations; 16 or more seen or
heard in April 1950, ineluding one or two well ap the siopes of
Gunong Hijaw. The behaviowr of two birds seen in o liege Lee
helow Hugh Low's suprested Uhe presence of o nesl. Tn February
1951 the valleys rang with its poopeoprpen calls, and it would
appear to be much commoner than the 1950 numbers indicabe.
The greater vociferousness is probably linked with the breeding
SCAS00.

201, Calorhamphus luliginesus hayii (1. T Gray).
Brown Bavbet,

[ had good views of two or three bivds seen on the mornings
of 6 and 7 February, 1951, in an almost barve tree just below the
vrest of Speedy's Gap. This record confirms » less certain one
for the evening of 29 April, 1950, when I heard the characteristie,
thin sfy)ic,. ... calls of this species, and glimpsed a bivd; too
Far off for positive identification, in a jungle glade on the north
slope below the Nest al about 3,700 feet.
204, Sasia abnormis abnormis (Temm.). Lufous Piculet.

Ou the morning of 6 February, 1951, 1 watched a Rufous
Piculet at close vange for some time just inside the jungle Ly
the path to the Collage at about 4,200 [feet. It perched mainly
on the taller ginger stems, al which 1 saw il pecking. It appeared
to be associated, perhaps loosely, with a faivly large mixed bivd
flock. The presence of woodpeckers in such associations is not
unusual (see No, 301 below).

301, Picus chlorolophus rodgeri (Hart, & Butler).
Leszer Yellownaped Woodpecker.
This species was seen and identified elearly in 19513 its calls
had been heard in April 1950, The 1951 bird was seen by the
path to the Cottage at about 4,200 feel al nouvn on p February.
1t was surrounded at the time by a fairly large mixed bird flock.
It is by no means unusual Lo find Lhis species in such a mixed
association, as I have observed on Fraser's Hill and Cameron
Ilighlands (see also No. 204 above).
125, Pitta cacrulea caerulen (Ralll). Giank Pitta,
Calls, chowquoiclk, were heard several times during the
evening of 29 April in the valley on the norvth side of Hugh
Low's, at a little below 3,750 feet. These were the ealls that 1
heard uttéred by birdsg, identified with reasonable certainty as
(yiant Pittas, on Fraser's Hill i August 1915 Similar ealls
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heard on 6 February, 1951, morning by the path o the Cotlage
at about 4,300 feet, were vecorded as Ll waikey il is jusl possible
that this was a different species,

431, Delichon urhien dasypus Bp. Japanese House-Martin.
At [eas‘t two birds were seen cireling vound the summit of
Gunong Hijau for aboul 5 o 10 minules after my arrival at

T1.30 a.m. on 30 April: The white TUmps wore conspicuous and
the identification was unquestionabls,

932, Hirundo rustica gutturalis Seop. Eastern Swallow.

5 resting on wives al the Nesi at noon on 20 April. Alse
two birds with very long nuter tail leathers seen flying approxi-
mately north-west past the summit of Gunong Hijau at 11.45
am. on 30 April.

333, Hirundo tahitica abhotii (Olerhi.). Resident Swallow.

Very common (T estimatled at least TO0) 1eare all bunpalews:
breeding. There were alsu al least oie o dwo paivs al the Tea
Gardens, altitude abonut 201 Feet,

334, Hirundo daurica badia (Crss). Clhilt-Swallow.
4 eireling with Resident Swallows and the swifte nons Max-
well Bungalow, altitude about 3,250 feet, al 12230 pn. on 28

April, 1950, A similar number were seen yving aboot the ridge
near the Nest on the morming of 7 Fobrwary, 18951

56, Coracina novachollnndine larulensis (Sharpe).
Whitevented Cuclkoo-Shrile.
I hesrd whal sounded like (he shrei<icl ol this species,
ultered very briefly, al about 11230 s on 29 April near Hugh
Low’s, and again on 30 April, nol far from the Lop ol Gunong
Hijau, 1 believe 1 heard it onee or Lwice also in February 1951,
bul even more doulbtfully, This was the only evidence of this
usually obtrusive species, which 1 lhad found quite common on
previous visits,

343, Pericrocotus solaris montanus Silvaul. Mountain Minivet.
I did not observe this species, which is usually eonspicuous

al other hill stations.

S48, Dicrurus aenens malayvensis (Blyih). Bronzed Drongo.

Not observed in 1950 or 1951. This hird is so commonly mel
with at even higher altitudes on the other hill slations: {hat |
eonsider its absence on Maxwell's Hill worthy of nole,
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BIRDS SEEN AT MAXWELL'S HILL

249, Dissemurus remifer peracensis (Daker).
Lesser TMacquettailed Dronga,

7 or more in different loealities, including one not far from
the top of Gunong Hijau with incomplete vacquets. Usually nnled
in association with Nocks of mixed species, for which it seems to
act as sentinel.

254, Oriolus cruentus malayanus Rob. & Kloss.
Black-and-Crimson Oriole.

One doubtlully hedd.®

965, Melanoehlova sultanen lavoerisbata (Lafi).
Sultan-Tit.
A Tew birds, 7 or less, were scen in e Llops of Lrees down
the hillside north of Thugh Low's, & little below SL750 [eet, on the
evening of 20 April.

281, Pomatorhinus hypoleucos weayi Shaope.
Large Scimitar-Babbler.

The bubbling or hooting calls of Seimitar-Babblers were
heard quite a number of times in vavious places in 150 bl
specific identification was nol certain al the time. A Scimilar-
Babbler was seen al noon on 6 February, 1951 not far from the
top of Gunong Hijau above 4,500 feet: il proved to be this
species. IL uttered a sofl cackle fe=bmp=dentfe=tid . o o vo 3o similar
warning nole had been heard on the path to the Coltage al aboul
4,000 feet on the mornings of 5 and 6 February bt no Divd was
seet. The hooting ealls heard in 1950 were apparently identical
with the typical ealls that I have noted for this speeies at Fraser's
Hill and Cameron Highlands.

It is just possible, however, thal some of the calls may have
been uttersd by the Chestnutbacked species, . niontanus feei-
dentulis (Rob, & Kloss), which 1 found breeding near the Cotlage
in June 1958 (Bromley, 1941: 141), though [ have no recotleclion
of the ealls of (he Taticr species,

285, Turdinus brevieaudatus leucostictus (Sharvpe).
Streaked Wren Babbler,

5 or more along the path to the Cottage.

. Madoe, this journsl, says that he only saw this hird twier during @
visit to Fraser's Hill of nearly three weeks in March, 1951 Maost observers

verord it as not uncommon there, Possibly it withdraws into the more thickly
wooded areas during the hresding scason.

Mus. 24, 1962, E2071
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S8BT, Pnoepyga pusilla harterti Lol & Kloss.
Pygmy Wren Babbler,
10 from Speedy's Gap lo the slopes of Gunong Hijau, Not
seen, but the unmistakable ealls, pivefp)/niee, heard oflen.
Smythies (1949: 639) has an excollent note on this: his record
agrees very closely with my own experience.

A0, Stachyris nigriceps davisoni Sharpe.
Greythroated Tree Babbler,
20 al least, in Tamily parties, sometimes attached to mixed
bird associalions: a number of immature birds were seen attend-
ed by adults. 1 do net vemember seeing this species in 1951,

J97. Stachyris chrysaea chrysops Richm.
Goldenheaded Babbley,

Commeon (50 o1 more), inchuding birds scen on the slopes
of Cunong Hijau, almast Lo the top. Practically always found in
mixed bird associations: as far as [ eould judge a proportion of
the hirds wereimmalure. After Aleippe nipafensis preracensis :
Sharpe this species formed the commonest component of the bird
ffocks seen on these visits,

On the morning of 6 February, 1951 a pair of lhese birds
was seen building a nest on the way to the Cotlage at about 4,000
feet, The nest was 3 or 4 feet from the ground in a sparse tangle
ol long hracken-like stems hanging above the side of the path
amil easily visible from it. Technically one could eall it a domed
nest, but it was more like aosmall twinel closed al one end some-

what in the shape of a horizontal fce-cream cone, the opening =

facing the path. It was made of broad grass blades or dry
hamboo leaves. and had not yet been lined. The lowland Yellow- A
breasted Til Babbler, Muocronus #o gularie (Hovsl) builds a E:
similar nest,

299, Garrulax mitratus major (Rol. & Kloss). ': ¥
Chestnuteapped Babbling-Thrush. Y

1%, some observed on the path to and beyond the Cottage.

400, Garrulax erjrthmcephulurﬁ peninsubie (Sharpe). ¥

Redheaded Laughing Thrush.

The only evidence of this species was the hearing of a sofl '._.
p-r=r-vae, which is its warning note, al noon on 5 February, 1951,
al aboul 4,400 feet by the path to the Coltage. s
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101, Leiothrix areentauris tahanensis {(Yen).
Silvereared Mesia.
In April 1950 only one small group, aboul 5 birds. noted.
Not nearly as olwious as usual al hill stalions: perhaps breading.,
In Feruary 1951 commoner, perhaps 30 altogether: one flock of
about 10 birds on the way to the Cottage,

103. Pteruthius evythropterus wralatus (Tick.).
Blackerowned Shrike-Balbler,
At leasl pne bird was seen at moon on s Februmms 1951, at
about 4,250 feet in Lree tops by the math o the Coltage in a
large mixed bird fock. Judging by the way it was calling | -
sume that more than one were present.

105. Aleippe eastaneiceps soror (Sharpe).
Chestnutheaded Nun Thrush.
L did wot observe this species: 1 found it nol wneommon on

Fraser's Hill in August 1911, bul | have nol seen it on any other
OCCASION,

106. Alcippe nipalensis peracensis Sharpe.
Mountain Nun Thrush.
Quite the commonest hill species; probably 500 observed,
meluding many immature birds: seen neavly Lo Uhe Lop of Gu-
nong Hijau and in almost every area visited.

109, Siva cyanoureplera sordidior Sharpe. Bluowinged Siva.
20, fairly ecommon along the path from Speedy’s Gap to the
Coltage and almost to the tep of Gunong Hijau: it was nol
observed in other areas, possibly because they were too low for
it
112. Heterophasia picaoides wrayi (0.-Grant).
Longtailed Sibia,
Not obscrved in 19505 vel this is almost the commonest
species on some other hill stations, certainly al Fraser’s Hill.

119, Chloropsis hardwiclkii malayana ol & Kloss,
Orangebellied Teal-Bivd.
Noted soveral times in 1950, more or less in Uhe samie et
near Speedy’s Gap; possibly the same bidd each time. -10 noted
i 1851 near Box and along the path to the Cottage, including a
group of < o 5 hivds, probabily a family party, al abont 1,200
et

Mg, 24, 1952 [ 2091
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This species is one of the most accomplished mimics in
Malaya. A bird at the Box gave almost perfect imitations of Ashy
and Mountain Streaked Bulbuls, the Crested Tree-Swift and
Resident Swallow; those on the way to the Cotlage mimicked
Little and Streaked Spider-Hunters, the Bluewinged Siva and,
apparvently, the Green Magpic, Kilta chinensis robinsoni
{O—Crant), No. 356 all but the last were Dirds actually observed
in either vicinity. On this evidence it seems not unlikely that
the exception also occurs here.t

423. P'yenonotus atriceps atriceps (Temn).
Blackheaded Bulbul,

I saw one bird, at just over 3,750 feet, which I felt sure

was of this species: 1 could see no sign of a crest, Tor which T

looked cavefully. The iris appeared to be while, as its “pale ehina-
blue” colour usually does in the field. The bird was seen on the
edge of the cleared area about Hugh Low's, in the same small
tree as a pair of the very similar, but erested, Pyenonotus dispar
eieeilii Deignan. However, I am not absolutely convinced of the
identification and feel that further confirmation is necessary
hefore the occurvence of this species here is taken for granted.

424, Pyenonotus dispar eaceilii Deignan.
Blackereszted Yellow Bulbul

Common; 10 pairs or more on the edges of cleared areas or
in serub about the gardens along the ridge.

431, Pyenonotus goiavier personatus (ITume).
Yellowvented Bulbul.

One pair in the serubby avea adjacent to the Box in April
1950: 2 or 3 pairs in February 1931,

443. Micreseelis meclellandii peracensis (1lart, & Butl).
Mountain Streaked Bulbul,

5 or more; the birds were generally observed in pairs, as is
usual with Lthis species.

4.1 could add te this list records from othor hill stations of more
specics mimicked; eg. Longtailed Sibia, Blackbreasted Sunbird (1 have
seen one of the latter apparently taken in by the imilation and come close
up to investigate) Tree-Sparrow (common at Tanah Rata; even their quar-
relling notes were mimicked), and whispering chattor qut like the finy
thread of song uttered by the Brown Flveatcher and relatod species, This
list is not complete,

[210 ] BuLL. Rarrnes
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145, Microscelis flavalus cinereus (Blvth). Ashy Bulbul.

On two peceasions, A and 7 Felwuary, 1951, a pair of hirds
of this species;, very likely the same each lime, was seen in the
scimb near the BDox.

I8, Brachyplerys leucophris wrayi O—Grant,
Lesser Shortwing.
1 or more, all near the path to the Coltage and on to with-

m i few chains of the summit of Gunong Hijau, at about 4,700
foot.

150, Copsychus saularis musicus (Rallll). Magpie Robin.

I did uot observe this species heve. 1L is cerlainly enmmon
v Fraser's Hill and at Cameron’s Highlands,

133, Enicurus rificapillus (Temun). Cliestnutbacked Forkiail

One bivd was seen on 7 Februavy, 1951, not far from the
witerfall above the Tea Gardens at about 2,500 feel. The species
is mot uncommon al the fool of these hills.

173, Phylloscopus trivirgatus parvivostris Stres,
Green Plyeatcher-Warbler.
One or two obeserved in o mixed Lird floek nol Tae Trom
the top of Guoongz Hijau on 30 Aprml, 1950,

180, Ortholomus cucullatus cinereicollis (Sharpe).
Ashynaped Tailov-Divd.

Commen:; 46 or morve, mostly above 3,750 [eet, Tfrom
Speedy’s Gap almost to the top of Gunong Hijau. Often loosely
nssociated with mixed bivd flocks, amongst which immature birds
were seen. Isolated paired birds were in some cases preoccupicd
with breeding, One bivd of a pair seen on the slopes of Gunong
Hijau had food in its bill and, with its companion, scted as
though o nest were near.

d8la. Ortholomus atrogularis atrogularvis Temm.
Blacknecked Tailor-Bird.
Fairly common; 20, mostly in sevub or the jungle edge near
cleared arens. Al leasl fwo Family parties were observed @ in one
of these, a family of four, the young bivds were very confiding
and “immature” in Lheir behaviowr, approaching almost to with-
in a vard of me.
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432. Orthotomus suforius maculicollis Moore.
Longtailed Tailor-Bivd.
Common ; over 20 oneor more paivs in the seruly and eleared
areas around each of Lhe bungalows or on the more open sections
af paths along and below the ridpge.

485, Rhipidura albicollis atrata Salvad.
Mountain Fantail-Flyvealcher.
a4 usually individuals attached to mixed bird Nocks.

485. Culicicapa ceylonensis calochrysea Oberh,
Greyheaded Flycalcher,
One pair seen al about 3,700 feet, by Speedy’s Gap on 28
April, and possibly one or two other birds near theve on the fol-
lowing two days.

491, Musecicapa grandis decipiens (Salvad.). Niltava.

One Family, parents and one very voung bivd with conspicu-
ous yellowish gape swellings, on the slopes of Guuong Hijau on
30 April, 1950 none in 1951. It i5 strange thal no others of this
very common hill species were observed: it has been plentiful
here on previous visits.s

408, Museicapa melanoleucs westermanni (Sharpe).
Little IMied Plyealcher,
One, in April 1950, appavently loosely associated with a
mixed bird flock.

A0 Anthipes solitaris malayana (Sharvpe) .
Whitethroated Flyeateher.

=10, all noted along the path towards the Collage and on
nearly as far as the top of Gunong Hijaur,

nlaa, Terpsiphone paradisi aflinis (Blyth).
ltesident Maradise Flyeateher.
An example in the Temale plumage patlern, possibly the
same bird, was seen on Lwo occasions on the evening of 29 April
in jungle glades on the north slope below Hugh Low's, altitude
about 3,700 feet.

518, Motacilla cinerea melanope (Pall.). Girey Wagtail,
A Grey Wagtail was seen on several oceasions in Lhe gardens
ol the Box in February 1951, very likely the same birvd each time.

i A note hy Madoe in this journal on birds seen at Fraser’s Hill sayy
that although he had found the Niltava not uncommon there on previous
occasions he saw none during a visit of nearly three wecks in Mareh 1851,
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721, Anthus hodgsoni inopinatus (Ilart & Steinb,).
Tree-Pipit.
4 or b Tree-Pipits, usually two or more hirvds Logether, were
seen in the grounds of Lthe Box during the whole four days of
the February 1951 visit. The identily of a single bivd slimpsed

near here on 29 April, 1950, which had heen in doubt, was thus
confirmed,

025, Lanius tigrinus (Drap)., Thickbilled Sheike.
A Thickbilled Shrike was present in the gardens of the Box,
and probably the same individual in the ad]‘lcwnt New Cleaving.

during the period 4-7 February, 1951, It was in the barved im-
mature plumage, as usual in Malaya,

a2, Aethopyga satwiata wrayi Sharpe.
Blackbreasted Sunbivd,

Very common; 30 or more, including immature birds, o fow
ol which, just fledged, with conspicuous vellow gape swellings,
were more or less statie in Lhe shrnbs.

Males in full plumage were very scavee in 1950, Only about
three were seen and these fairly deep in the jungle, whereas
birds in the female plumage pattern were abundant and conspi-
cuous in both serub and cleared areas. Some of these were un-
doubtedly immalure males; a fow weore In intermediate stales
hetween female and male plumage, usually al a stage a little
nearer the former. On several oeeasions [ saw three birds, all in
female dress with no indication of male plumage, chasing each
vther restlessly from branch to branch in trees and shrubs.

1t is possible that there 1s a post-nuptial moult to an eclipse
plumage in this bivd, such as Chasen (1939: 401) propeses in
the case of Leptocoma jngularis microleuca (Oberl.) and reser-
vedly in Anthreptes . malacensis (Scop.), Aethopyge s. sipu-
ruja (Rafil.) and Aethopygn mystacalis tenomineli (S, Miill.).
My wisits to hill stations have usually been in danuary and
August, and in these months birds in full male dress are certainly
more abundant and they were by no means uncommon in
February 1951. Chasen suggests that “birds in ‘eclipse’ are
{possibly) more recessive and less bold in their habils than when
in full breeding plumage.” If this is so males in eclipse are not
likely to indulge in courting chases, and the birvds that 1 saw
doing so0 must have been juveniles reachine maturity. Clearly a
greal preponderance of immature birds al the time of my visil
was inevitable 1f, as Is probable, il was near to or at the peak of
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the b:-eedixlg season. Nevertheless il scems to me that the abso-
]gte scarcity of males in full dress vequires still further explana-
Lion. Tentalively 1 suggest that the adoption of post-nuptial
eclipse plumage is the most reasonable one.

540, Arachnothera longirostra longivostra (Lath.).
Little Spider-Ilunter,
~ Common: between 20 and 50: it is not easy to give an
Fstnnatc of numbers, as bivds, very likely the same individual
m many cases, could be heard passing through the forest at most
times of the day and in most jungle areas up to about the altitude
u!: the Cottage, al aboul 4,500 Teet. (1 caughl and examined a
Liltle Spider-Hunter in a bedvoom of the Coltage in June 1938).
One or two birds were heard in song, which sugpests Lhat breed-
ing was probably taking place,

547, Arvachnothera robusta robusta (Mill & Schleg.).
Longhilled Spider-Hunter.
The repeated flight note ehiil-chiil: of a bird, not seen,
Aving to and fro above the jungle ab about 3,800 feet near the
path to the Cottage was heard more than onee during both the
1950 and 1951 visits. This call and the high-flying habits are
typical of the above species, as | have observed al the Semangkok
Gap and Fraser's Hill, s0 1 regard the identification as probable.

aal. Arachnothera magn magna (Hodgs,),
Streaked Spider-Hunter,
Common; 20 or more, mostly in the avea above Speedy's
Gap, al about 3,750 feel, towards the Cottape and almost to the
top of Gunong Hijauw.

555, Dieaeum sanguinolenfum delichorhynchum Deign.
Firehreasted Flower-pecker.
Very common: at least 50, in all aveas, jungle or semi-
cleared serub, right up to the summit of Gunong Hijau, where |
saw two birds in the shrubs near the trigonometrical beacon.
Some of the birds were immature, appavently recent fledglings.

562h. Yosteraps palpebrosa aureiveniler Hume,

Jungle White-Eve.
Common: probably up to 307 various small focks nu_tedf
usually not more than -0 individuals in each. On previous

visits to thiz and other hill stations later in the year I have
observed much lavger flucks, which probably Torm as the breed-

ing season lerminates,
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. 569. Munia striata subsquamicollis (Baker). )
Sharptailed Munia.

Very common; over 50. Flocks of 5-10 birds, probably
family parties, were seen in the cleared areas around most of
the bungalows, or in semi-cleared scrub and even along the more
open sections of paths where there were clumps of very tall grass,
such as on the way to the Cottage at about 4,400 feet. There was
definite evidence of breeding. On the evening of 29 April a few
birds flew out of a nest, probably used as a roost; this was a
little way in the jungle at a fairly open spot well down one of
the slopes below the Nest.
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Summary

Brief notes are given on the birds seen round the hill station
at Maxwell’s Hill (alt. 3,750 to 4,000 feet), Perak, and on the
path from it to the summit of Gunong Hijau (alt. 4,750 feet),
during short visits in April 1950 and February 1951. The com-
monest of the hill birds appeared to be Alcippe nipalensis pera-
censis Sharpe (Checklist No. 406), and after it four species,

Stachyris chrysaea chrysops Richm. (No. 397).
Aethopyga saturata wrayi Sharpe. ' (No. 542).
Dicaeum sanguinolentum dolichorhynchum Deign.

(No. 553).
Munia striata subsquamicollis (Baker). (No. 569).

No examples were seen of,

Pericrocotus solaris montanus Salvad. (No. 343).
Dicrurus aeneus malayensis (Blyth). (No. 348).
Alcippe castaneiceps soror (Sharpe). (No. 405).
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Copsychus saularis musicus (Raf.). (No. 450),
which are usually accounted among the commoner species at or
near the two hill stations in the main range.” Oriolis cruentus
malayanus Rob, & Kloss (No. 854) and Coracing novaeloflan-
dige larutensis (Sharpe) (No. 336) were nob seen, but each was
probably heard on one veeasion, Heberophasioe picaoides wrayi
(0~Grant) (No, 412) was only doubtlully remembered,

Postseript

Two more visils have sinee been made to Maxwell's Hill,
25-29 January and end of April, 1052, i.e. move o1 less coineid-
ing with the seasonal periods of the earlier visils, and my previ-
ous observations have been further confirmed. On these oecasions
I saw several members of the ollowing species only doubtfully
recurded, or listed above as nol seen wrr seareo,

235. Collocalin esewlenta, ln April, 5—10 always about on
fower slopes of hill station, ¢. 3,200 [eol.

278, Buceros rhinoceros, 2 at 3,200 feet and heard on New
Clearing ridge slopes.
236. Coracina novachollundine. Top and slopes of G, Hijau,
Cottape road, Nest and Speedy’s probably the same individuals
in some cases: usually in pairs.

343. Perierocotus soloris. Cottage road; heard at top of G.
Hijau.

8. Dierwrus acnens. 2 al Nest: always present at e, 3,200
foet,

354, Oviolus evwentus. Nol seen but definitely heard more
than once, ¢ 3,800 feet.

S8T. Proepyga pusilln. Slopes of G. Hijau and 2 definilely
seen as low as 2,800 and 2,350 feat.

400, Garrulox erythrocephalus. Slopes of G. Hijau, al least
2 places.

403, Ptevuthius crythvopterus. 10; several places on G.
Hijau slopes and Cottage road,

e Examples of three of these birds (Nos 343, 405 and 450), together
with Ceracie nevecholluudive lerotensis (Sharpe) and Heteoopbasie pien-
wirles wrayi (O—~Grant), were seen or taken by Butler on the Larut Hills
in March and April 1898 (Jowrn. Straits Br. Roy. Axint. Soe, 32 June
1800: B-30), but their relative senrcity judged by Bromloy's oliservations
is intercsting. Wray ({in Sharpe, Proe. Zool, Soe. Lowd., 1887: 45471 records
Cipintis eruentws,

{ Gibson-Hill).
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412. Heterophasiv pictoides, 107 as fur No. d08 bul onls
above 4,200 feet.

481, Pyeuonotus goiavicy. Commen all over the eleaved arem.

AR8. Culicicapa ceylonensis. 510, Cottage road up to nearly
4,500 feel; common al 3,200 foetl and below : usually in pairs.

508, Muscicapa molanolenen. 51, Cotlage voad and G
Hijau slopes. On 20 January & pair was secn visiting & nest
the brown root mass of a small fern suspended about 25 fect
above the ground hy stringy runners from a tree by the Cottage
voad at 4,200 feet: the hen was carrving inscets Lo il.

591, Anthus hodgseni. 10, seen in January at New Cleaving,
near Hugh Low's, and as low as 2,400 feet near the Gardens
Office : heard in April.

=42, Aethopyga satwrate. Males in full plumage did not
appear to be unduly searee in April 1952,

547. Arachnothera robusta. Fairly common at 5200 feels
presence at 4,800 feel, as nnted above, probably eorrecl.

No examples of No. 450, Copsychus seularis, were see on
any of my visits to the main hill siation. One was see1 ab e 2,000
feel, Tea Gardens clearing.

The following new speeies were seeh P Ue e ine 1952,

55. Spizactus wipalensis aiboniyer (Blyth). Dox and G.
Hijau.

a00. Rhopodytes (ristis lomgivaiditis  (Blythl}. Pair below
New Clearing.

ang. Apus peeificus subsp. 50 civeling the Cottage, 20 Aypril.

266. Nyclivrnis waiticte (Temme) - o More, in jungle neav
Speedy's, ridge NW of New Clearing, and at 3,200 feel.

970, Buecros bivorwis Linn. 1 at 3,000 feet, 2 at 4,000 feet
New Clearing slopes.

aqi. Hemiciicis concrefys sordidus (Exton). Pair, New
Clearing NW ridge, 5,700 foel.

a15. Blythipicws v. ribiginosis (Swains.). 1, jungle near
Speedy’s.

8943, Macrous . gitlrts  (Hors £.y. Commaon throughout
cleared area; seen up Lo 4,000 fect al Box.

420, fvene puella malayensis Horslo & Moore, 1 neav
Speedy's; fal rly common helow 5,200 feet.
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438. Criniger ochraceus subsp. 5, New Clearing NW ridge
and near Speedy's; common lowoer,

477, Seicereus eastaniceps butleri (Havt.). 10, Cotlage road
and (3. Hijau slopes.

486. Rhipidura p. pevliate S, Mull. 1, New Clearving NW
vidge, 3,700 [eet.

522, Anthus aovdeseclondine malryensts Evton, 44 ;5 Box,
Hut and lower.

At aboutl 3,200 feet on the edge of the cleared avea searcely
any of the higher mountain types arve seen. The foilowing are a
Tew of the more interesting species encountered in this vicinity:
163, Treron . cwrvivestre (Gmel) (and almost eertainly 1
Sphanurus s, sebmundi (Robl), Noo 16005 196, Swendcnlus hugu-
bris subszp.; 201, Rhinovtha chlarophaca (Rafes) ; 202, Zanelo-
stons jusaiicns pallidus Rob. & Kloss; 208, Rlcmplhococeyx
curvirostris erythrogruthus Bp; 283, Megeleime chrysopogon
luetn (Rolb. & Kloss); 288, M Julhenricii (Temm:) ; 289, M.
australis duvaucelii (Less.) ; (these three species, as well as
Nos. 287 and 291, were all seen in one froiting tree); 305,
Dinopinm vaflesii peninsulare (Hesse) 3 821.8cviloplas lunatus
rothschildi Hart. & Butlr,: 824, Corydon s. sinatranus (Raffl) ;
235, Tephrodornis gulnris subsp.; 338, Coracina fimbriata subsp;
64, Sitte frowfalis solweatior Harl.; 380, Ponatorhinus anon-
tanus occidentulis Fob, & Kloss: 489, Muscieopn  tholossing
thalossoides (Cal.) ; 492, M.« silivicn Gmel.
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