Field Notes on some Siamese Birds

Ey G. C. MaD0C, M.B.O.U.

The following notes are a résumé of the detailed records
made during my spare-time observation of birds whilst stationed
in BANGKOK for a period of almost exactly two years (Novem-
ber 1947 to November 1949). During that period 1 vigited
various parts of the kingdom: CHIENGMAL in the far north,
SONGKHLA in the far south, and NAKHORN SAWAN { Paknamphoao)
in the middle west, But except at the last mentioned place I
was too busy to make many useful observations; therefore 1
have largely excluded from these notes such sketchy records
made during flying visits. Ln particular, I have discarded nearly
all observations made in the hill-country around CHIENGMAIL;
because there I ran into a confusion of genera which were
entirely foreign to me, and which I had not sufficient time to
study or even to identify with cerfainty.

Qg most of these notes are concerned with the birds of the
Central Plain—the great delta of the Mae Nam Chao Phya,
extending from LOPBURI, SARABURLI and PracHINBURI in the
north to the northern shores of the Inner Gulf of Siam in the
sputh, and bounded on the west by the MexLoNG River and on
the east by the PAKonG River. Most of this area is within
easy reach of BANGKOK by road, railway or canal. A very greal
proportion of it is padi-land and marsh, criss-crossed by canals
and irrigation ditches, Except along the banks of the Mae
Nam Chao Phya, and around the towns and villages, there are
few trees: it is absolutely flat and open country, parched in
the dry season and inundated during the rains. These two
seasons are: the Dry Season from Deecember until May, and the
Wet Season from June until November. At the beginning of
the dry season there is an ill-defined and undependable spell of
cool weather.

These notes are by no means fully representative of the
ornithology of the Central Plain; two years is an entirely
inadequate period for a comprehensive study of such a subject.
| concentrated mainly on nidification, because that is the aspect
of ornithology which 1 and my assistant are best qualified to
study. And 1 much negleeted migration because I could not

guarantee spare time for the really regular observations which”

such a subject requires. Again, this open country provided
such an attractive contrast to the well-wooded terrain of Malaya
where T have been watching birds for fifteen years, that I con-
centrated on it and rather neglected the strips of wooded country.
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My principal guide has been E. G, Herbert’'s “Nests and
Eggs of Birds in Central Siam” (Journal of the Natural History
of Siam 6, 1923-24). But I did not follow closely in his fool-
sleps, for improved communications have opened up new areas
and made them more accessible than some of those on which
Herbert concentrated; the pursuit of his profession afforded
him particular opportunities for study along the banks of the
Mae Nam Chao Phya; I found it easier to work along the new
highways. In particular, I scarcely touched the orchard belt
on the west (THONBURI), bank of the river, opposite BANGKOK,
comprising Herbert’'s favourites —BANGLAMPOO, BANSAKAL and
SaMRAY—and | neglected equally the SAMKoK district between
PATHUMTHANI and BANG Pa-IN.

A great deal of spade-work was done for me by Enche
Abdul Majid bin Long, my Malay assistant who has worked
with me since 1936 and who accompanied me to Siam. He has
great experience of bird-watching and is a reliable and econ-
scientious observer. Nevertheless, his principal function has
been to locate nests and then to take me to see them when 1
could spare the time; only on the few oecasions when it has been
impossible for me to get away have I entrusted Majid with
the tasks of sheoting a parent for museum identification and
of making full notes of the situation, bird-behaviour, ete. This
18 no reflection on his reliability ; it is merely that I cannot bear
to let somebody else have all the fun and to reduce myself o
the function of a mere amanuensis.

For a year Majid was assisted by Aziz, a younger Malay
whom I recruited locally. This man had no previous experience
of this kind of work, and he nearly always acted under direct
supervision; but he developed into a fairly accurate observer.

The following are the names of places in the Central Plain
whicl are mentioned in the text:—

A Along the highway North from BANGKOK,—

Rangsir, a small village on an important eanal runming west from
the Mae Nam to the Paxonc River,

SAHABURY, & small town at the northern margin of the Plain and
on the Pasak River, a tributary of the Mae Nam,

LOPBURI, 4 garrison town about 40 miles north of Saraburi
Praciunsugy o town on the northern margin of the Plain, and
on the road and railway running East to Indo-China.,
i, Along o eanal running North-Fast from BANGKOK,—
Baw Hua Mark, o small village 7 miles from Bangkok.

MineuURE, & large village about 15 miles from Bangkok, and connected
with the Lopburi highwoay by a fair-weather road.

Ban Noxc Cnok, a small town about 30 miles from Banghol.

Hua Taxag, a village on the railway to Indo-China, and on a hranch-
cunnl south of Han Nong Chok.
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C. On the coast of the Inner Gulf,—
Pak Nam (Samut Songkram), o small town at the mouth of the
Mae Nam Chao Phya.
Bawg Poo, a seaside resort on the coast rond, 6 miles east of
Palk MNam.
Paxong Estuary, at the north-cast corner of the Inner Guli,
Tacian, & town on the river of that name, and about 15 miles west
of Pak Mam, 1t is on the light railway Trom Bangkok to the
mouth of the Meklong River.
NMa Ko, & salt-manufacturing village on the light railway Lbetween
Tachin and Meklong.
T. West of BaNGHOK,— '
KANCHANABURD (Kanburi), & town 80 miles west of Banghkok, on
the Meklopg River and at a point where the open Plain marches
with the hill-jungle reaching to the Tennsserim frontier.
E. Along the Mae Nam Chao Phya—
ParHUMTHANT, & small town about 20 miles north of Bangkok,
SamioK, o distriet covering most of the river between Pathumthani
and Bang Pa-In,
BanG Pa-In, o small village where the King's summer palace is
situated. It is about 40 miles nbove Bangiok.
Ayurnia, the old eapital of Sium, BU miles north of Bangkok.

Outside the Central Plain, the following places are
mentioned :—

Matkiony Sawan (Palkmampho), an Important town at the eonfluence
of the Mae Ping and Mae Yome rivers. Below the junction
thae united waters become the Mae Nam Chno  Phya.

Kamrruaexc Puer, o small town on the Mae Ping, about 40 miles
North of Nakhorn Sawan,

Ttamarse, o town on the Mae Ping about 20 miles above Kam-
phaeng Phet.

CyENeaal, the terminus of the Northern Railway. It stands on
the Mae Ping. There are rapids and gorges between Chiengmai
and Hahaeng,

Hua Hin, & well-known watering-place on the west side of the Gulf,
about 120 miles from Banghok: 2

Pranpurr, ¢ small town about 15 miles south of Huoa Hin,

SonokiLa (Singgorn) the most sgutherly port on the east eosst
of DPeningula Sinmn.

Kox St Ciawg, o large island, the most northerly of those on the
cast side of the Inner Gulf, 1t forms the desp-water anchoruge
for oecan vessels visting Bangkok, and is about 30 miles Trom

Pak Nan.
Kok LEumM Yal, Listed from morth to south, these
Kow Prrag, islands comprise the outer chain
Kok KHREUNG BADAL, extending southwards from Kok
Kok Man WicHAL Leum Yei, which is 10 miles
Kox s, south of Rok Si Chang.

How Ramc Kwien, o rocky islet lying 10 miles east of Kok Rin,
between that istand dnd the eastern shore of the Inner Gulf.

Kox Hin Ciavtarm, s barren rock, most southerly of the islunds
exlending from Laem Samae Sarn, which iz a cape forming
the sonth-enstern extremity of the Inner Gulf.
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As I have not access to all lists of birds recorded from
Siam, | have heen unable to select exclusively fresh information
from my own notes. On this sea-voyage, during which I have
compiled this summary, I have used for reference:—

TIEIGNAN, T.-I,IIIIIT},1 luiisﬁé The birds of Northern Thailand. Bull U.S. Nat.
., §

GiosoN-HiLn, €. A, 1949, An annotated checklist of the birds of Malaya.
Bull, Rofftes Mus., 20.

HereerT, &, G., 192324, Nests and eggs of birds in Central Siam.  Jowrn.
Nat. Hiat. Soe. Siam, 6.

Ritey, J. H., 1938, Birds from Siam and the Malay Peninsula in the
1.8, Mat, Mus, collected by Drs. Hugh M. Smith and William
L. Abbott. Bull. U'.8, Not. Mus, 172,

G. C. Madoc.
m.s. Meonic at sea.
12 Deeember, 1948,

Family COLYMBIDAE

Podiceps ruficollis philippensis (Bonnaterre). Little Grebe.

Although 1 have seen this bird on only a few ocecasions,
this does not necessarily mean that the species 18 UNCOmInon,
for it iz a skulking creature, very ecasy {o overlook. I have
vecords of it in January, February, June, July and December,
all on ponds in the swampy Central Plain, On one occasion
1 watched a single bird diving and swimming in an overgrown
pond. 1 watched for a long time, and noted that none of its
dives exceeded ten seconds in duration.

I have two records of nests. On 25 June, 1948 I found
4 nest on a small patch of fairly open water in the. middle of
a swamp in which reeds were growing to a height of about
eight feet above the water—which was about three feet deep.
The nest was close to the margin of the open water. It was a
heap of floating, dead, vegetation about fifteen inches diameter
at water-level. The eggs were completely hidden under the
nest material which was piled up in a shallow pyramid. TUnder
this covering there were five eggs laid in a slight depression
five inches in diameter. One of the eggs was fresh; the others
were in various degrees of ineubation. The fresh one was
unsullied white: the others were stained with orange to a degree
roughly corresponding with the state of incubation. The shell
is glossy and unusually thick; viewed through the blow-hole
it is sea-green. They are long pointed ovals, The average
dimensions are 143 * 096 inches. 1 did not see either of the
parents on this ocecasion.
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The second mnest was found by Abdul Majid on 18 July,
1949, I was unable to visit it. 1t wason a pond only half-a-
mile distant from that used last year. It contained a single
egg, which Majid took as peasants were about to run their
ploughs through the pool in preparation for rice-planting, The
egg was covered over with nest material. It was quite fresh
and unsullied. Last wear's eggs were unusually long and
pecaliarly pointed at both ends: this egg actually had a very
sharp point at one end. It measured 144 X 0-93 inches.

I was unable to check with the local peasants whether the
name pet phi actually is used loeally for this species.

These nests were found at the 77th kilo., Bangkok—Lopburi
highway.

Family PHALACROCORIDAE

Phalacrocorax pygmeus niger (Vieillot). Lesser Cormorant.

A common species in the Central Plain, both in the brackish
swamps on the coast and also far inland. 1 met it as far inland
as NAKHORN SAWAN (PAKNAMPHO) on the only time L visited
the place: there was a flight of seventeen flying high up the
Mae Ping in V-formation. 1 have watched individuals swim-
ming and diving for food in the shallow pools in the padi-
fields; the dives were of very short duration—not longer than
five seconds. At mozt times of the year the birds are seen
in small flocks: but my rather limited observations indicate that
towards the end of the dry season when many of the pools
have dried up they often hunt alone. At such times [ have
seen a daring individual swimming and diving in the very
shallow and restricted waters of a drainage channel beside a
busy highway.

At the beginning of November, 1948, 1 found a breeding
colony in the grounds of the temple at BANG Pa-IN. By the
end of the month four huge “heo” trees were crowded with nests
and their branches had been stripped of every leaf and were
white with droppings. [ estimated that there were not less
than two hundrid nests in the colony. Breeding amongst them
were also five or six pairs of Anhinga melanogaster and about
four pairs of Ardea cineree rectirostris., The breeding season
was quite short, as the birds fortunately enjoyed the protection
of the abbot; only a few nests appeared to have been completed
on 17 November, 1948, but the colony appeared to be deserted
(except for Anhinge and Ardea) by 96 December, 1948,

Most of the birds were building when T wisited on 17
November, 1948, Apparently only one bird of a pair fetches
material : the other sits on or close to the nest. Although every
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nest had its guardian, there was plenty of pilfering and we saw
several fights oceasioned by a bold bird grabbing material froin
a nest which was not its own, There was a good deal of nojgge—
a weak croak “cro’ cro’ cro’ ........ v, Birds were Fanging
far afield in search of material; I saw several flying with
material in their bills more than a mile from the colony.
Although the colony was to prove empty on 26 Decamber, 1948,
birds still were carrying ereepers to the nest on 28 November,
1948 : maybe they continue to add material during the incubation
period., On 17 November, 1948, of those couples which I was
able to wateh closely, the bird whicl collected the material
would place it on the edge of the nest and fly away; the other
would then take the offering and thrust it into the structure.
The lower part of the nests was composed of “cheurk khao
{unid.)—a dark preen, prass-like creeper which grows in the
drier parts of padi-fields. There were a few dry twigs in the
middle of the structure. Other material taken from a nest
which 1 fook apart was: two grasses, phal: praro and phak pet,
which 1 identified through the Malay names supplied by Majid
and Aziz as Hemigymnin sp. and Commelina sp.; a third grass
called ya phai (= bamboo gross: unid.) ; a small twig with
dead leaves called so-kaa (apparently Combretum sp.) and
severial pieces of a fibrous twig called wa which I took to be
Fugenia sp. The nests were quite compact struetures about
fifteen inches diameter and five inches thick, There was a
shallow depression for the epgs, lined with the Hemigimnia,
Without exception the nests were built far out in vertical or
horizontal forks of boughs not less than forty feet from the
ground,

On 17 November, 1948, in addition to the birds which were
building and these which possibly were puarding epgs, there
were quite 3 number which were crouching on a bough in what
I presume was the female's courting posture; the body and neck
were much flattened and the wings were half-spread. There
were also many birds which spent their time aimlessly making
short sortie flights from the nest-trees. They would swing out
over the temple, flapping their wings rapidly, and then go into
a shallow glide as they turned sharply preparatory to flapping
back to a perch. 1 could not determine whether this was a
courting display. I did not see any pairs copulating,

On 24 November, 1948 most of the nests contained egps; but
in one tree most of the nests contained young birds some of which
were covered with white down on the underparts. On this day
Majid and Aziz collected two elutches each of two eggs and cne
single egg. They are very variable in size; there being con-
siderable differences even between two eggs of a clutch. The
single epp measured 195 ¥ 127 inches. One clutch of two
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measures 210 % 120 inches and 197 X 1:19 inches, the other
measures 205 X 1-30 inches and 199 X 128 inches. The shell
is a plossless pale blue, thinly covered with a chalky deposit.

'%"he Siamese name for the Cormorant is kah num (= water
CI'oOW ).

Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis (Blum.). Common Cormorant.

On 8 May, 1948 I saw a single bird several times in the
brackish marsh close to the coastal mangrove at PAx NAM.

On 27 December, 1948 1 saw a party of five or aix
Cormorants perching on the gpaward edge of the mangrove in
the PAKONG estuary. At the time 1 identified them as F.
pygmaeus; but 1 note that Ridley (U.S. National Mus. Bull.
172) states that the latter gpecies does not usually cccur along
the coast, so I may have mis-identified the larger species.

Family ANHINGIDAE

Anhinga melanogaster Pennant. Indian Darter.

Quite a common bird in the suburbs of BANGKOK and
elsewhere in the Central Plain. On one oceasion 1 saw a single
bird perching on the gogward side of the mangroves in the
PAKONG estuary in company with some Cormorants. The bird
may be seen fishing in the deep pools in the guburbs or in the
quite shallow ponds which remain in the padi-fields in the dry
spason. The carriage of the long and sinuous neck when
swimming and diving is disgustingly serpent-like, and the hird
iz able to submerge withoul the slightest splash and scarcely
a ripple. After swimmine, the bird usually will stand on the
bank in the Cormorant-like heraldic attitude until its spread
wings are dry. In the eyvenings [ have seen parties of as many
45 fifteen birds wheeling over ihe suburbs preparatory to roost-
ing in the tops of tall trees. Flight usually is rapid and divect,
an alternate flap and glide; but one exceedingly hot noon 1 saw
two Darters soaring and wheeling at a great height and with
all the dexterity of Frigate Birds: the tail feathers were fully
spread ; the wings scarcely moved. On this and geveral other
oceasions 1 have observed that the yellow hill and almost entirely
white heiad and neck are nearly invisible against the glaring
sky; as a result the front part of the body appears truncated
and assumes the shape of some gigantic Swilt.

In August, 1948, fifteen pairs of Darters built their nests
in the tops of very tall easuarina trees in a garden at Wireless
Foad, BANGKOK. None was less than seventy feet from the
ground, and they were built on the slender, almost vertical, npper-
most branches. On 21 Aupust, 1948 Majid and Aziz gealed one
of these trees and collected three clutches of fresh eggs: four, two
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and one eggs, respectively. They average 221 X 1-58 inches.
Greatest variations in length are from 246 (X 1-62) inches
to 197 (¥ 160 inches): and in breadth are 171 (¢ 2:26)
inches and 150 (% 214 inches). The ground colour is pale
bluish-green, but the epgs are very thickly covered with a
chalky deposit. Viewed through the blow-hole, the shell is deep
bluish-green.

The nests were large loose masses of casuarina twigs com-
plete with their pine-needle-like leaves—apparently picked
fresh, They were lined with fresh pinnate leaves of the Rain
Tree (Euterolobium saman). '

Iven though the eggs were newly-laid, the birds were
sitting very closely. Every nest had either a bird sitting in
it or one standing puard alongside. This undoubtedly was due
to the marauding Crows (Corvus meerorhynchus andomensis)
which hung about most of the day seeking an opportunity to
steal an egg.  That they had had some success was obvious, for
we found about half-a-dozen shells of obviously [Iresh eges
lying beneath the trees,

On 31st August, 1948 some of the nests in this colony
contained young in down—white down, with the black wing
quills just starting to sprout. )

In 1949 the Darters did not return to build in the Wireless
Reoad colony.

In November, 1948, 1 found five or six pairs with eggs or
voung in nests in the middle of a huge colony of Cormorants
{ Phalacrocorax pygmeus niger) at Banc Pa-IN, Here again,
the Darters were not too happy. 1 did not observe that the
smaller Cormorants were at all agpressive, but they were very
numerous, and the Darters showed their feelings by making
frequent vicious jabs at their neighbours with their stiletto-like
bills. One clutch of two eggs was taken; they measured 2-18 X
1:33 inches and 209 > 1-332 inches. ’

The usual call of Darters at their nests is a harsh ehe’-ke'-Ka
or che'-ke'; but when particularly harrassed by Crows 1 have

i' heard them making extraordinary noises like a squeaky slate-
peneil.
The Siamese name for the Darter is nok aenyg e,
i. Family ARDEIDAE
J Ardea cinerea rectirostris Gould. Grey Heron.

Ir: the period November to May this bird is quite frequently
seen in small numbers both in the coastal marshes and in the
|} padi-fields of the Central Plain. Bul both in 1948 and 1949
I noted that the species absented itself from these areas during
the period June to mid-November. 1 also observed that the
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birds confined themselves to the cultivated rieefields; I never
saw them in the marshy grazing-lands around the TTth kilo.,
Banghkok-Lopburi highway. The period at which the species
was present coincides with the dry season, and the period of
its absence coincides with the wef season.

In November, 1948, 1 found a few nests of this Heron amidst
the scores of nests of the Cormorant (P. pygmeus) at BANG
Pa-IN. On 14 December, 1948 Majid and Aziz climbed the
trees and reported three nests: two containing young birds and
a third with two much-incubated eggs. On 26 December, 1948
there were five nests with Herons in attendance, but we did
not aseertain whether they contained eggs or young. On 26
January, 1949 there was still one nest cccupied; it contained
small nestlings.

The local Siamese name is nok ka-sar.
Ardea purpurea manilensis Meyen. Purple Heron.

T have seen birds of this species on only two occasions: a
single bird in January and a pair in'May. On both oecasions
they were far out in the padi-fields of the Central Plain between
LANGEIT and AYUTHIA.

I was not able to ascertain the vernacular name.

Butorides striatus javanicus (Horsf.). Little Green Heron.
It is perhaps worth recording that although both I and

Majid (who knows the species well) paid many visits to the
typical coastal and riverine haunts of this species, we nDever
once saw a single bird,

Ardeola bacchus (BEp.). Pond-Herons.
Ardeola grayii (Sykes).
Ardeola speciosa (Horsf.).

1 group three members of this genus together because I
took mo steps positively to distinguish between them—even m
the nuptial dress, which is worn locally between April and July.
1 have a note of one bird whose erown and nape were just
beginning to turn {o dark chestnut as early as 3 April, 1949.
[ have no dated records of the resumption of the winter dress.

On 21 August, 1948 Majid and Aziz visited the village of
Ban NoNg CHoOK, on a canal about thirty miles north-east of
BaNGEOK. There they found Pond-Herons (species not ascer-
tained) breeding in company with the Cattle Egret (drdeola

ibis coromanda) and an unidentified Egret (probably Egrefia

garzetta). All nests then contained young birds. Unfortu-
nately | was never able to visit this colony.

Birds of this genus are common in the padi-fields of the
Central Plain throughout the year; but their numbers seem
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to be greatly augmented from mid-October until late in the
dry season—about early April. The waterlevel in the padi-
fields is at its highest in October and November, and I have
observed Lhat Ardeola and Bubuleus are the only two genera
which seek their food in the padi at such times. Ardeola seems
to be much more light-footed than the Egretta genus: I have
seen birds alight and perch quite happily on a floating lily-leaf
Or even a tiny “raft” of dead prass drifting on a pond.

I was not able to ascertain the vornaeular name of the
Eenus.

Ardeola ibis coromanda (Bodd.). ! Cattle Egret.

Birds of this species may be seen in the padi-fields and
grazing-prounds of the Central Plain throughout the year. They
are most numerous between the months of October and May.
The breeding plumage begins to appear as early as Tth March
and is al its best at the end of May. Some birds have aiready
lost it by mid-August, and by early October all trace of it is
gone. Though this Cattle Egret shares the padi-fields with the
Pond-Herons during the wettest of the wet season, it is more
common in the flooded grazing-lands on the northern fringe
of the Central Plain; the water is no less deep there, but there
are plenty of cattle about,

Majid and Aziz reported nests containing young birds at
BaN Nong CHOK on 21 August, 1948. On 11 June, 1949 1
visited a colony much nearer BANGKOK, at BAN Hua Magg,
and on 21 June, 1949 Majid and Aziz collected eggs there. This
was a4 compact colony of Cattle Eprets and Little Egrets
(Egrette garzetta) eonfined to one small but dense clump of
bamboo on the bank of a canal. The colony was protected from
predatory peasants by the landowner. There were about thirty
nests in all, the majority being Cattle Egrets, Nests were at
heights between 10 and 30 feet above the ground. The.nests
were indistinguishable; both species built flimsy platforms of
bamboo sticks and bamboo leaves. Three clutches each of two
eggs were taken. They measure 175 X 128 inches and 168
# 127 inches; 171 ® 1-30 inches and 170 % 123 inches; and
168 X 124 inches and 165 * 130 inches. These eggs are
bluish-green and quite smooth, whilst those of Egretta garzetin
collected at the same time are bluish-white and very chalky—as
are eggs of the latter collected by me elsewhere. This s
contrary to the observations of Mr. E. G. Herbert {Journal
of Nat. Hist. Soc. Siam, Vol. VI). Mr. Herbert ‘records F.
garzetfa eggs as a deep shade of bluish-green, and those of
Ardeola as almost white,

The name used for this species is nok wihng, which is also
employed for all other Avdeidae of white plumage,
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Egretta alba modesta (J. E. Gray). Large Egret.

Not uneommon in the padi-fields of the Central Plain, but
in far smaller numbers than E, garzetta. It mixes freely with
the latter species but never forms flocks of its own kind. Like
E. garzetta, very few birds remain in the padi-fields after the
conclusion of the dry season. 1 was not able to ascertain its
breeding place: in Malaya it breeds in thick mangrove forest,
iut there seems to be no really dense mangrove around the
shores of the Gulf of Siam. ,

In Fehruary, 1949, I saw large numbers of Egrets far out
on the tidal mudbanks of the lnner Gulf near Bang Poo; they
appeared all to be of this species, but the distance was too great
for a positive identifieation. On 27 December, 1948 I found
4 single bird perching on the stakes of a fish-trap out in the
Gulf: it was at least 5 miles from the nearest land.

The Siamese name is nok yahng.

Egretta garzetta garzetta (Linn.). Little Egret.

By far the most common member of the genus in the Central
Plain. Creat numbers will be seen in the padi-fields in the
dry season, but they almost disappear from May until late
November. ;

Majid and Aziz reported Egretta {almost certainly of this
species) with young in a small coloniy at BAN NoNG CHOK on
21 August, 1948, On 12 February, 1049 1 visited a farm on &
bank of a eanal near HUA TAKAE. The farmer, an elderly
Peguan, “protects” a colony of Little Egrets which breed in
a thick elump of bamboo alongside his house. He told me that
he has forbidden shooting there for 10 years; but the birds
pay fairly heavily for their tenancy, as he collects their eggs
for sale. This day there were not more than 10 nests occupied
but the old man told me that the birds had been laying steadily
since the “peal’” of the laying sepson—which he says was m
July!

He told Aziz that his annual profit on the sale of these epgs
i3 hetween 250 and 400 ticals (60 ticals = £1). Now he charged
me for the privilege of collecting a few clutches the price of
30 satang per epp (three-fifths of a penny). One ought to
presume that he charged a foreigner several times more than
his normal price; but even supposing that 20 satang iz his
normal price, that represents between 1,250 and 2,000 egps—
taken from a colony occupying a bamboo grove smaller than
a tennis-court.

The bamhoos were about 30 feet high, and the nests were
placed at heights between 15 and 30 feet above the ground.
Thev are small platforms of dead sticks without a lining.
There were clutches of four and three eggs in the various nests.
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I was permiited to take one clutch of four and two clutches
each of two eggs, but there is some doubt whether all the eggs
of the largest clutch were taken from the same nest, as they
were collected at different times. Fresh epgs were clear
greenish-blue, but incubated ones were whitened by a caleareous
deposit.

At the BAN Hua MARK colony, on 21 June, 1949, Majid
collected one cluteh of two eggs and four single eggs—all fresh,

All thesé eggs were much whitened with the ecalearecus
deposit. They were very slighter larger, on the average, than
those of the over-exploited HUA TAKAE birds. The average
for a total of 14 eggs from the two colonies is 170 ¥ 129
inches. Extremes of length are 178 (X 135) inches and 162
(% 1-25) inches; and of breadth are 137 (X 1-72) inches and
122 (% 1-71) inches,

I have no dates for the assumption.of the breeding plumes.
Parents at the BAN Hua MARK colony on 11 June, 1949 were
in full nuptial dress: a bird shot in the padi-fields on 21 July,
1948 had the plumes almost worn away; [ have no information
on the dress of the birds at BAN NoNG CHOK on 21 August,
1948; the birds at the Hua TAKAE colony on 12 February, 1949
were definitely not in breeding plumage.

The local Siamese name is nok yahng. 1 also record, but
do not accept, the rendering nok yawng given to me repeatedly
by a Siamese peasant in the Ayuthia area.

Egretta intermedia intermedia (Wagler). Lesser LEgret,

I never satisfied myself that this species does occur in the

Eeutyal Plain, I am not confident that I could distinguish the
species in the field.

Demigretta saera (Gmelin). Reef Heron,

On 21 and 22 May, 1949, I did a short cruise around the
outer chain of rocky islands on the east side of the Inner Gulf
of Siam. I found this species very common, and more than a
third of the birds I saw were in the white plumage—which
18 uncommon in Malaya. 1 found nests on several of the islands:
but only one was occupied, This was an inaccessible nest huilt
over the mouth of a huge cave on Kok Leum Yai. A bird in
grey plumage was sitting tight, but I could not ascertain whether
the nest contained eggs or young. On “White Fock,” an out-
lying skerry of Kok Rin, 1 found an uncompleted nest in the
thiek foliage of a stunted tree. This was a normal situation:
but on Kok Rang Kwien, where there were equally suitable trees
and bushes, we found two nests placed on bare rock under the
dense cover of stunted thorn bushes which acted as a roof ten
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inches above the nest. One of these nests contained a broken
eppg-shell, :

' It was on Kok Rang Kwien that 1 saw a bird in white
| plumage fly determinedly at a Sea Eagle, Huligectus lencogaster,
which was perching on the top of the light-beacomn. The Eagle
did not dispute its claim, and immediately vacated the perch
in favour of the smaller bird.

1 did not ascertain the Siamese name for this species.

Nyeticorax nycticorax nycticorax (Linn.). Night Heron.

In the Central Plain this species appears to be very localized.

Apart from a single bird seen on the Mae Ping river below
KAMPHAENG PHET on 14 April, 1949, 1 have seen birds only
between the months of November and February inclusive. Early
in November, 1948, a great number of Night-Herons (more
than one hundred) suddenly appeared one morning in the
grounds of an old palace in the Prathumwan distriet of
BANGKOK. There they settled in the trees around a small lake.
They were fairly active in the daytime, particularly as they had
to ward off the attacks of Crows for the first few days after
their arrival. At night they could be heard flying overhead—
most of them apparently leaving the roosting-place a few minutes
after sunset and flying in the direction of the nearest padi-
fields. Most of them were in the dull brown immature plumage.
| have no note of the departure of these birds from Prathumwan,
but certainly they had left by the end of February.
! On 12 February, 1949 1 visited a breeding colony of Egrels
(E. gurzettw) near HUA Takag, and found about a hundred
Night-Herons roosting in the trees where the Egrels had their
nests, Here there was o grealer proportion of adult birds than
| at Prathumwan. Definitely they were not breeding, and the
| Jandowner said he did not know where the species breeds. When
! disturbed, most of them rose in a compact flock and began.
cireling widely in formation at a height of about 60 feet: they
made no attempt to fly to another spot.

The only other place where I met the species was in the
coastal mangrove between PAK Nanm and BanNc Poo. On 29
February, 1948 at 1100 hours on & hot sunny morning 1 watched
a party of about 12 birds flying backwards and forwards over
the treetops. They were flving almost wing-tip to wing-tip in
a very shallow inverted Vo-formation. In mid-December 2
friend reported great numbers in the same area of mangrove.

Majid and Aziz heard rumours of a breeding colony in the
grove of a temple far up some creek in the BANG Pa-IN area;
but they were unable to ascertain either the exact locality or
the breeding season.

l 1 established that the Siamese name ig nok khwael.

e
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BITTERNS

Bitterns seem remarkably uncommon in the Central Plain;
I have seen none in the padi-fields or the coastal marshes, and
very few in the marshy grazing-lands at the northern margin
of the plain. Never once was 1 able to make a satisfactory
visual identification of the few birds I did see. On 25 July,
1948 I was shown a nest at the 77th kilo,, Banglok-Lopburi
highway. It was a thick platform of sedge-grass in the midst
of a dense clump of sedge. It contained one egr, A companion
saw a Bitlern leave the nest, but was unable to identify the
species. The local Siamese called the bird nok yahng daeng
(nok yahng = Kgret, daeng = red).

Family CICONIIDAE

Anastomus oseitans (Bodd.}. Openbill Stork.

This is a common species in the Central Plain and I have
seen it in eyery month of the year. The season for assumption
of the black and while breeding plumage seems to he rather
variable, and is a point worthy of further attention; two years
of ohservations was not long enouph for me to draw any
conclusions. For what it is worth, I list below the dates on
which I noted pluomage:

10/ 1/48,  Grey plumage, large numbars,

28/ 5/48.  Mostly in breeding plumage, but a few still greyish,

L/ G/48.  All in breeding plumage, large nuombers,
16/ G/48.  All in breeding plumage, nesting.
23/ B/48. Al in breeding plumage, 6 hirds,

17/11/48.  Beveral solitary individualz in grey dress, and two small
parties in breeding plumage. :
8/ 17490 Visibility diffieult; at least one of a small party was
in breeding plumange.

18/ 4/49,  Breeding plumape, o party of four near KAMPHAENG
PHET, West Siam.

10/ 8/49. Three birds in breeding plumnge at o diguzed nesting
Bl

11/ 9/49.  About 15 birds feeding in padi, mostly in grey dress.

Again, the breeding season seems to be rather variable. I
presume that this is affected by two factors: (1) weather, and
(2) human interference. The facts are that on 16 June, 1948
I visited a small patch of jungle around Wat Bote, near
PATHUMTANI, and found at least 300 of these birds, some of
which had already begun to build nests, (There had been no
nests on 4 June, 1948). Visiling again late in July, I found
about 1,000 birds, most of which were building nests, In
mid-August “sportsmen” with rifles staged a battue and ecaused
the birds completely to abandon the colony. The birds then
moved downriver and established a eolony on the other banl,
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in the grounds of Wat Khoke. I was unable to examine this
colony: but at the end of September 1 travelled up-river by
launch and saw that the birds were very busy around their
nests in the new colony. And further up the river we passed a
small colony much closer to the bank, and could see that the
Storks actnally were sitting on their nests as though incubating.

9o much for 1948; and I think it safe to assert that, had
it not been for human interference, the breeding season would
have been June to August at Wat Bote, Now in 1949 Majid
and Aziz sought the Openbills from June onwards, and on
11 September, 1949 I visited both Wat Bote and Wat Khoke.
There were no nests: Wat Bote was completely abandoned and
Wat Khoke was infested with between five and ten thousand
Flying Foxes. On 15 September, 1949 and the following two
days Majid went up river by boat, covering the whole streteh
from below Wat Khoke almost to BANG PA-IN. He found no
nests, and the local peasants told him that the birds would not
start nesting for at least another month—not until after the
rice was all planted. They pointed out to him that scores of
Openbills were down in the padi-fields feeding close to where the
rice-seedlings were even then being transplanted. He was
shown a favourite nesting site—at Wat Pai Lom. There iz a
sundry-goods shop there, and the Siamese owner elimbs the
trees and collects the Storks' eggs for sale. He had just sold
out the lust of his 1948 harvest. In the second week of October
Majid retraced his steps. He found no activity at Wat Pai
Lom, but a large number of Storks had started building once
more at Wat Bote. Majid and Aziz paid a final visit to Wat
Bote on 30 October, 1949, expecting to find that eggs had been
laid. To their disgust they found the colony deserted once
again; they were told that the Buddhist abbot of the temple
actually had requested some “gportsmen” to come out from
Bangkok and break up the colony by gunfire. The venerable
gentleman objected to the strong odour of the Openbills’ drop-
pings. Agziz climbed two of the giant Dipterocarpus trees in
the hopes of finding an egg, but all the nests that he could
reach were empty.

Qo it would appear that in 1949 the Openbills did not
attempt to build until the middle of October—four months later
than when they started in 1948, The only explanation 1 ecan
offer is that the 1949 monsoon was delayed in starting and did
not develop as rapidly as in 1948, 1 believe that in some areas
the peasants had to delay their planting from July until October.

In the daytime these Storks will be seen out in the open
padi-fields, either feeding in the soft muddy patches or wheeling
at a great height in the sky. About half-an-hour before sunset
they fly to their roosts in the high trees, most of which are
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- on the river-banks or in the grounds of temples. One evening

I watched several dozen flying in to roost in a group of palmyra
palms in the middle of an open field. There were already two
or three King Vultures (Torgoes calvus) oecupying perches on
the fronds of one of these trees. The presence of these fierce
and disgusting birds of prey did not deter the Storks: thew
crowded into the top of the palm until at length sheer weight
of numbers drove the vultures to seek peace elsewhere. On
another occasion I saw Vultures and Storks feeding topether
amicably in the fallow padi-fields. I eould not ascertain the
nature of their food, but they were not erowded together,  so
I presume it was not a corpse.

The Siamese name is nok park harng (= bird with a
parted bill).

Dissouri episcopus episcopus (Bodd.). Whitenecked Storl.

I came across this bird only once on 14 April, 1949 on the
greal sandbanks of the Mae Ping, below KAMPHAENG PHET.
Apart from the Openbills, 1 saw no storks in the Central Plain
or around the shores of the Inner Gulf,

Family ANATIDAE

(I have no observations of non-resident ducks as I never
went out with shooting-parties during the winter months).
Dendrocygna javanica javanica (Horsf.). Whistling Teal.

In the wel season I have come across this teal in all parts
of the Central Plain—particularly in the grazing areas where
there are numbers of quiel pools sereened by thick margins of
tall grass. 1 am told that in the dry season most of the birds
make a local migration to the coast; I had only one personal
experience of this—on 27 December, 1948, when 1 saw a party
of about fifty teal resting on the tidal mud-flats at the mouth
of the PAKoNG River,

. In the marshy grazing-land at the 77th kilo., Lopburi
highway, I saw several nests in the tufts of lush grass.  As
the eggs are preatly in demand by the local peasants, I saw
only one cluteh which could be presumed to be complete: it
contained ten eggs; local peasants told me that between ten
and fifteen epgs is the usual number.

The Siamese name is pet nam (= water-duck).

Nettapus coromandelianus coromandelianus (Gmelin).
Cotton Teal.

In the wet season this little duck is just as widely spread
over the Central Plain as the Whistling Teal, but the flocks
I have seen are much smaller—never more than ten individuals.
very often there is a small group of Cotton Teal amongst a
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much greater number of "“whistlers”. The Cottort Teal seems
much more wary than the larger bird; it is usually the first to
give the alarm. In a mixed flock, the Cotton Teal usually get
up first, and they form a compact spearhead to the larger mass
of Whistling Teal.

1 asked many peasants where this species breeds. Always
1 got the same reply: that the Cotton Teal always nests in a
building (usually a temple) in this part of the country. On
21 July, 1948 1 was told on good authority that there were nesis
with eggs in the roof of the temple called Wat Nong Khae,
at the 20th kilo, Bangkok-Lopburi highway. Unfortunately T
was then unable to visit the place, and when I sent Majid a few
days later he was told that all the eggs had been taken. On
14 October, 1949, after several visits to Wat Nong Khae, Majid
at last was permitted to see a nest within the temple precinets,
It was under the eaves of the schoolhouse—which was in daily
use. The school building was really_a pavilion without walls,
the roof being raised on pillars. Under the eaves, a shelf of
corrugated iron projecled inwards. The Teal had made its
nest on this ledge: to approach it she had to fly into The pavilion
and swoop up to her nest where she sat a few feet above the
heads of the school children.

The nest appeared to have been used twice previously,
for it consisted of three distinet layers of different apges. 1t
was 6 inches high, and the egp-chamber was about 6 inches in
diameter. It was composed of the sort of miscellany favoured
by Mynahs: there were leaves, dead flowers, vine stems, casua-
rina twigs, paper, rags, the butls of some burnt-out joss-sticks,
hens' feathers and a mass of the teal’s own breast-down. 1t
contained 15 epgs in varying stages of inenbation: some were
much advanced, some were almost fresh. The shell was smooth
but not glossy, ivory-white. The average dimensions of the
whole eluteh were 1°77 % 129 inches. Extremes of length were:
182 (¢ 1:33) inches and 172 (X 1-28) inches; and of breadth:
183 (% 182) inches and 125 (X 1-75) inches. The female
was sitting at the time of Majid's visit.

The local Siamese name is nok khap lchae.

Family ACCIPITRIDAE

Flanus caeruleus caeruleus (Desfont.). Rlackwinged Kite.

Fairly common in the Central Plain throughout the year;
1 got the impression that the species is more numerous in Ll}e
northern part of the Plain, which is not so subject to flooding 1n
the wet season as i8 the parl between AYUTHIA and the coast.
Quite near BANGKOK there is a small copse of thorn-trees out
in the middle of the padi-fields; there were always one or fwo
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pairs of these Kites to be seen there, On 8 February, 1948 |
watched both partners mobbing » pair of Crows which had
built a nest in their territory. 1t Was a spectacular performance,
for the Kites made Power-dives with wings beating rapidly,
only closing theijr wings atl the last moment before skimming
over the heads of the cowed Crows. It was not long before
the Intruders fled. (Op 27 February, 1948 | observed the pair
mating in the top of a tree in the same copse. On 21 April,
1948 I found their nest in the same place (no doubt I would
have found it earlier, had I not been away from BanNckok
for severs) weeks), It wag about 20 feet from the pround at
the very top of an extremely slender thorn-tree. It contained
two fully-r[e_dgod young, one of which eould fly but the other was
J1eI|gif.=s:l;, Usually more than two egps are laid; but there was
no indication of the fate of additional eggs, if any.

Milvas migrans govinda Sylkes, Pariah Kite,

This is a common species in the Central Plain, particularly
around BANGKOK. I have had some difficulty in determining
the identity of the local species; for some time | wis under
the impression that a good many of the birds I saw m BANGKOK
were Milvus migrans lineatus—judging by the conspicnous white
pateh on the Ander-wing of a large number of the birds I saw.
But in December 1 shot a fairly large series both in BaNGKoK
and at BANG Poo on the coast, and all that I sent to Dr. Gibson-
Hill were found to be M. m, govinda. They varied greatly in
ApPpearance: some werg very dark brown, almost immaculate ;
many had a conspicuous white patech on the under-wing at the
Junction of the primaries and secondaries; some had the lower
plumage largely speckled with white: some had greenish legs
and some had yellow logs,

In the daytime many birds will be seen wheeling and
Swooping over the anchorages in the river; sometimes forty or
fifty would be seen weaving low over the waters of a roadside
canal near BANG Poo; in the padi-fields a few birds usually would
be seen perching on the stacks of rice-stalks in the dry BEASON ;
and very often one would meet birds resting in the middle of
4 road or on the heaps of stones at the side,

Apparently the birds perform a mipgration, Unfortunately
I did not become aware of Lhis until halfway through 1949,
and then it was too late tg establish definite dates; but Majid
and I agreed that we had seen no birds in BANGKOK, or on
the coast or in any of the inland parts of the Central Plain since
about the beginning of June, 1949, and we Taintly recollected
a similar disappearance during the middle months of 1948,
On 25 September, 1949 » few birds had returned, for we saw
three or four resting on the saltings at BANG Poo. By the
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beginning of November they were back in BANGKOK and along
the eoast in great numbers, but still there were none o be seen
in the middle and north of the Plain.

There was also a loeal movement in respect of roosting
places. In November and December, 1948, a friend of mine
who lived in Wireless Itoad, BaNGKOK, was plagued by scores
of these Kites which suddenly selected a row of casuarina trees
in his garden as a communal roosting-place. They would fly
in from the direction of the river about an hour before sunset.
They abandoned this site late in December: their departure was
perhaps not altopether unconnected with some judicious: rifle-fire.
At the end of October, 1949, shortly before my departure from
Siam, an equally large number again appeared suddenly; they
were still using the site when 1 left BANGKOK.

First signs of breeding were on 20 November, 1948, when
I saw a I{ite pick up a large stick at the roadside and fly with it
towards some distant trees. On 28 November; 1948 1 saw Kites
carrying sticks to a nest in a big tree at Banc Pa-IN. On 6
January, 1949 Majid observed Kites at BANG Pa-IN ecarrying
mud from the padifields to their nests.

On 22 Jannary, 1949 Majid and Aziz got up to a nest about
40 feet from the ground in a great Diplerocarpus tree. The
nest was a very large structure composed mainly of sticks of
the Madras Thorn (Pithecelobium dulee), The upper surface
was slightly depressed to form an epp-chamber 14 inches in
diameter; and the upper layérs of twips were intermingled
with short lengths of rattan—apparently the bindings of a fence
which recently had been demolished at the foot of the tree.
The egg-chamber was thickly lined with lumps of reddish clay
which had become as hard as bricks. They averaged about the
size of a dumestic hen's egg.  In the centre of this uncomfortable
layer was a pad of dead grass only about 4 inches in diameter.

The nest contained two eggs measuring 208 ¢ 169 inches
and 194 x 1-62 inches.

On 31 January, 1949 T saw three nests at BANG PA-IN. One
was in the crown of a fairly small palmyra palm; one was on
a ledge of a stupa in the temple, and one was in a big parasitic
fir prowing out of the top of a ruined tower. This last was
built of the same materials as that previously described, except
that the innermost lining was composed of crumbled, dry,
cow-dung and some shreaded banana leaves. It contained 2
fresh egps measuring 2-14 % 1975 inches and 211 X171 inches.

On 13 August, 1948 and 17 September, 1948 I saw Pariah
Kitez round the fishing villages near SoNGKHLA. I visited that
town frequently, and during most months of the year, but only
saw the Kites on those two occasions.

The Siamese name is nolk yeeow dam.

Mus. 23, 1950, [ 1471




G. C. MADOC

Haliastur indus indus (Bodd.). Brahminy Kite.

A common species in the mangrove-girt coastal areas,
around the port of BANGKOK and for some miles further up the
river., Probably it will be found at most places along the main
river, for thr-gre was al least one pair at CHIENGMAl, and they
had a nest in a pipal tree in the compound of the British
Consulate in February, 1948. 1 have seen a very few birds at
SONGKHLA (Singgora), but it seems not to be common there.

At BANG Poo, on 9 January, 1949, I found a nest in the low
mangrove trees. It contained 3 epps apparently already much
incubated. Between that date and late February 1 found three
or four more nests with eggs, all in the same rather limited
area. One of these nests contained fledged young birds on
2 March, 1949,

Halimetus lewcogaster (Gmelin). Whitebellied Sea-Eagle.

Fairly common around the rocky, jungle-covered, islands of
the Inner Gulf, and I have seen nests on the islands of Kok
Kreung Badal and Kok Phai. On the mainland I have seen it
only at Hua HIN and SoNCGKHLA; ab the latter place the birds
had a nest in January, 1949. Though the species breeds freecly
along the low, mangrove-girt, west coast of Malaya, at places
where there are no cliffs or islands, 1 never saw a single bird
in the mangrove of the Inner Gulf. The mangrove there is, of
course, stunted by comparison with the tall perepat mangrove
Jungle of Malaya, and an Eagle would indeed have difficulty in
finding a really tall tree.

Torgos calvus (Scop.). King Vulture.

A common species around BANGKOK; I also saw a single
bird at CHIENGMAL in February, 1948,
Gyps indicus nudiceps Balker. Longbilled Vulture.
Oceasionally 1 saw a few birds of this speeies amongst large
flocks of Pseudogyps bengalensis. On 13 February, 1948 at
CHIENGMAL 1 saw a bird at a considerable distance whieh,
judging by its creamy bull upper wing-coverts, must have been

of this species. - 1 note however that Deignan (1946 )} does
not list it
I’seudogyps bengalensis (Gmelin). Whitebacked Vulture.

A very common bird around BANGEKOK and at most other
towns that T have visited in Siam. On 27 December, 1947 at
midday I eame across a party of more than twenty bathing in
the Waters of a roadside canal. Some were wading up to their
breasts in the water, others were standing on the bank with
their wings spread to dry in-the breeze. At CHIENGMAI the
Vultures tock their baths very early in the morning on the
sandbanks in the middle of the river.
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1 was unable Lo obtain any definite information about the
breeding or any species of Vulture in the Central Plain. Both
Majid and myszelf persued gnguiries right up the river as far
as AyurHia. The most likely information Wwe got is that the
Vultures breed amongst the precipitous limestone hills between
< apapuRl and LOPBURL We were advised to seek nests between
June and Augusl, but were unable to do s0. These dates seemt
likely for, beforz we received this information, 1 had noticed
an apparant diminution in the Vulture population of BANGEOK
in the early part of the wet season.
(ircus melanoleucus (Penn.). Pied Harrier.
My earliest date for this migratory species is 6 November,
1949 1 saw several on that date and 1 can well believe that they
arrive a good deal enrlier. My latest date is 12 April, 1949 at
NAKHORN SAWAN oOn the oecasion of my only visit.
Cireus @ruginosus @ruginosus Linn. Marsh Harrier.

Circus spilonotus gpilonotus Kaup. Fastern Marsh THarrier.
1 have seen hoth these species in the padi-ﬁelds around
PANCKOK, the Tormer seeming to be the more common bird; bt
1 have no dates for arrival and departure.

Falco peregrinus calidus Latham. - Peregrine Faleon.
1 shot a bird at RanGstT on 10 October, 1948, and have a
sight record of a bird in the mangrove at BANG Poo on 23
January, 1949.

Pandion halixtus (Linn.). Northern Osprey-
On 7 March, 1948 1 saw two birds in the padi near PRANGSIT.
On 26 March, 1048 [ saw two near gome limestone jzlets in the
Inland Sea, goNGKHLA. On g January, 1949 [ saw seven together
over the SONGKHLA pstuary.

Family PHASIAN IDAE

(Only on one or w0 OCCRSIons did 1 visit ter‘raintsuimh!e
to Game Birds, sO 1 have very few records. I gained the
impression that the Central Plain iz too wet to attract even the
open-country species) .
Excalfactoria chinensis chinensis {Linn.).
Bluebreasted Button-Quail.

At the beginning of the wet season (July) ! found this
species fairly common in the grazing jand around the 77th kilo,
Eamgkuk-]_.uphuri highway. (1t may well “heve been COMmon
throughout the dry season too, but 1 never visited the area
except during the wet SEA30T) .

1 was amused Lo find that several loenl peasants in the
area attributed to this species the nests of the Fantail Warbler
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(Cisticole juncidis maleya) which are numerous in the drier
patches of grass. They were quite positive about it, even when
shown specimens of both birds.

Obviously Ewecalfactoria cannol remain in that avea once
the land is flooded ; probably it moves back to the hills bounding

the Central Plain which at that spot are only about 7 miles
away.

Francolinus pintadeanus (Scop.). Chinese Francolin.

In a very short visit to the MAE PING valley between
NAKHORN SAWAN and KAMPHAENG PHET, 1 found this species
fairly common in the dry parkland and thin jungle. Its presence
usually is revealed only by ita loud and frequent call or erowing:
a shrill, sharp Ouk pra-tak pra-tae’ in the rhythm of Hip Hooray
Hooray. On one occasion 1 located a bird calling in a wvery
small pateh of bush. 1 managed to creep to within abeout 4 yards
of it before it ceased calling; but even then I was unable fo
sight it, and when I moved forward it had disappeared,

Ahout a fortnight later, on 26 April, 1949, Majid and Aziz
found a nest in the same area, 1t was in the dry, flat, rather
open jungle called pa deeng, and was about 5 chains in from
the padi-fields. 1 was placed in the middle of a clump of coarse
grass and consisted of a flimsy platform of dead prass and bark
raised an inch or so above ground-level. One of the parents
was brooding the eggs. It seuttled away at their approach, but
stopped in the nearby cover and called defiantly.

The nest contained 5 almost fresh eggs. The shell is fairly
glossy and quite smooth, rather thin. The colour is pale buif,
unspotted. Through the blow-hole the colour is pale green.
They measure 145 ¥ 108 inches, 143 X 107 inches, 1:38
w 149 inches, 1-37 * 1,08 inches and 131 X 1408 inches.

I ascertained that the local peasants call this bird nok thar
or nok kra-thar,

Pavo mulicus Linn, Creen Peafowl.

[n the same area where I found the Francolin, the Peafowl
is quite common according to Mr. Kenneth Gairdner who lives
at Wang Pra-thart Farm below KAMPHAENG PHET He has
shot quite 8 number in the fairly open “pa daeng’ forest which
runs back for several miles from the banks of the Mae Ping.
He says they are fond of perching on the top of the high ant-hills
in this jungle. In January, 1949, one of his labourers found
a cluich of 4 eggs-of the Peafowl somewhere in the forest.
Mr. Cairdner tried to incubate them under a domestic turkey ;
two of the eggs hatched auceessfully, but the chicks did not
survive.

The Siamese name is nok yoong.
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Family GRUIDAE

Grus antigone sharpii Blanford. Fastern Sarus Crane.

This bird is awell-known to the Siamese; it is quite a
favourite garden pet, and is reputed to be an effective deterrent
{o night-prowlers, Siamese sportsmen tell me that young birds
taken from nests of feral birds can be bought in ithe markets
of Banpon (Isthmus of Kra), CHIENGRAL (North Siam) and
SupIN (East Siam), and that Lirds in the wild state are comman
in the open plains of those localities. Personally 1 have secn
wild birds only in the NAKHORN SAWAN—KAMPHAENG PHET
section of the Mag PING valley, in April. On one pecasion 1
saw 3 birds feeding in marshy ground in company with Epgrets
and Openbill Storks. When disturbed, the Egrets and Storks
took to flight, but the Cranes melted away into the nearby
jungle so unobtrusively that 1 did not see ihem go. On another
veeasion 1 saw a pair striding across a great plain of grass in
the middle of open forest.

In June, 1949, 1 sent Agir fo accompany the Rush-Watkins
Expedition of the Chicago Musenm of Natural History to the
same area. There & loeal Siamese showed him a nest of this
Crane far into the pa daeng forest, about 2 miles from the river.
The forest floor is very broken underfoot and is covered with
a strong growth of very gharp grass standing about 15 inches
tall. The nest was in the middle of an open glade amongst
the trees. IL was a great heap of dying prass, in shape it
was an oval heap about 714 feet by 5la feet and aboul ong
foot high. To provide material for this pile, the birds had
clipped the tough grass so that there remained only an even
growth about 3 inches high- This clepred area extended out
o further 4 feet beyond the margin of the heap. The eggs
were placed gide-by-side on the top of the heap. Aziz visited
the nest twice; on each oceasion one of the parents was erouched
on top of the nest. 1t was not brooding the egps—they were
fully expused to the elements—but was crouched beside them
g if on guard. On one geeasion it had been raining heavily;
clearly the birds had not bothered to shelter the eges from the
downpour, for they were quite wet as was the rest of the nest;
Lut there was a emall dry pateh showing where the bird had
crouched about one foot from the eggs. (This gbservalion was
corroborated by Mr. Colin Sanborn, who aceompanied Aziz Lo
{he nest and who took photographs which elearly show the
dry pateh alongside the wel egps).

When disturbed the bird ran off. It took to flight only
when greatly startled. Otherwise, it remained within about
fifty vards of the nest.
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The 2 epps were slightly incubated. (The Siameze guide
said that two is the normal eluteh.) They are very long pointed
ovals measuring 3-88 ¥ 2-33 inches and 3-75 X 2.4% inches. They
were extremely heavy, and weighed respectively 183 and 182
grams. The shell is very thick, rather pitted and very glossy.
The colour is milky-white, but both eggs are slightly nest-stained.
There appear io be a very few pale vinaceous smears; but I
cannot be certain_that these are not nest-stains.  Viewed through
the blow-hole the eolour is deep sea-greeil.

I verified that the Siamese name is nok ka-rien.

Family RALLIDAE

(Considering that I spent a lot of time bird-watching in the
padi-fields and: marshes of the Central Plain, and that Majid
spent half his waking hours there, it is surpriging that we
came across so few members of this Family, both in numbers
and species. 1 -am inclined to the opinion that these Water-Fowl
veally are not as common as the appearance of this apparently
ideal Central Plain had led me to suppose).

Ttallus strintus gularis Horsf. Slatybreasted Rail.

On 25 July, 1948 1 was shown a nest in marshy grazing fand
at the TTth kilo,, Bangkok-Lopburi highway. It then contained
4 eggs, As the parent had not been seen, 1 left instructions for
s peasant to net it on its nest. This was done when I reiurned
on 28 July, 1948, and the nest then contained 6 fresh egpgs. 1
identified the bird as this species. The peasants told me that
the bird is called nok ee-dam ee-daeng. The eggs average 1-34
w 1.03 inches. They are rather broad ovals. The shell is
olossy and rather thin. The ground colour is pale buff. They
are spotted and blotched with reddish-brown and a few ashy-
purple marks, principally around the larger end.

Amaurornis phenicurus chinensis (Bodd.).
Whitebreasted Water-Hen.

Apart from the nest mentioned below, Majid and 1 never
once saw a bird outside BANGEOK. In the suburbs of the city
there are many guiet gardens and innumerable ponds, and one
might expect to find the bird very common; but in two years 1
came across very few,

On 8 August, 1949 Majid found a nest at the 77th lkilo.,
Bangkok-Lopburi highway. It was the usual platform of dead
grass placed in a big tussock of coarse grass growing in ankle-
deep water. It contained 6 half-incubated epgs. One measured
1.57 % 109 inches: the others were all 1:49 inches long, with
breadths of 1-17, 1-15, 114, 1-13 and 1:12 inches respectively.

The local Siamese name is nok kwak.
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Gallicrex ecinerea (Gmelin.). Watercock.

This is the only member of the Family which I found to be
common in the Central Plain. All my records fall within the
months of May to July, when breeding is in full swing. I would
not care to assert that the Watercock is absent from Central
ﬁmm for 9 months of the year; it may be merely that it is only
in the period mentioned above that the species makes itself
conspicuous in flight and ecall.

1 have found a nest with two chicks and three chipping
eggs as early as 24 June, 1948, but July seems to be the peak of
the breeding season. Five eggs seems to be the full cluteh.
Siamese eggs that I have measured vary considerably in size:
iwo egga taken from a clutch of five measure 176 % 145 inches
and 192 X 147 inches; in a full clutch of five, the largest egg
measured 172 < 147 inches; in a full clutch of five, the largest
ege measures 1466 % 1425 inches and the smallest was 1-56 X
124 inches,

1 verified that the local Siamese name is nok ee-lowm.

Porphyrio poliocephalus viridis Beghie. Purple Coot.

In view of the doubt expressed on Herbert's record of eges
taken at HuA TAKAE, I record for what it is worth that Majid
and I neither saw, nor could obtain news of, this conspicuous
bird anywhere in the Central Plain. Our enquiries were prose-
cuted particularly in the PAK NaM and Hua TAKAE areas.

Family JACANIDAE
Hydrophasianus chirurgus (Scop.). Pheasant-Tailed Jacana.

Majid and I made a particular effort to try and locate this
bird's breeding grounds in Central Siam, During September
and Cetober, 1949, Majid visited all likely areas and displayed
to the local peasants a sketch of the bird in breeding plumage
accompanied by a deseription in Siamese. He found that most
of the cultivators kuow the bird, and clearly distinguish between
it and the Bronze-winged Jacana. They fold him that it does
not breed as early as the latter species (i.e. in July) ; its nest
should be sought no earlier than September, and is more likely
to be found in QOctober and November. Unfortunately our siay .
in Siam terminated in Oectober, and we never found a nest or
saw a bird in breeding plumage. In fact I saw the species only
once: on 15 January, 1949 at Minburi, when we saw about
elght birds in non-breeding plumage feeding in and around a
roadside pool.
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Metopidius indicus (Latham). Bronze Winged Jacana.

In suitable localities this is one of the most common marsh-
birds in the Central Plain. It does not move far from water,
and is usually to be found on quiet lily-covered pools, Though
I have seen it in a flock feeding amongst padi-stubble—though
not far from the nearest water. I have even seen a bird on
an overgrown pond at the back of my house in the inner
suburbs of BANGKOE, and there are any number to be seen on
swampy waste-land within the town-limits of AYUTHIA. I have
met it in almost every month of the year—including the middle
of the dry season.

I have had several nests, all on small ponds far from any
habitation. In 1948 1 saw 3 nests at the 77th kilo,, Banghkok—
Lopburi highway. All of them were on weed-covered pools
sereened by growths of high rushes. The firat was found on
10 July 1948 and contained 3 fresh eggs (at the time we were
looking for an earlier nest which a peasant wished to show
me, but which we found had been robbed). On 22 July, 1948
we found two; one contained 2 eggs, and the other contained
two. The latter *“nest” was strongly suspected to be a fraud
prepared by a local peasant who showed it me for reward. The
two eggs were laid in a slight depression on a heap of dead
water-weeds which had been raked from the pond in preparation
for rice-planting. The normal nest is a very flimsy raft of
floating, dead, waterweeds, sometimes with the addition of a
little dead grass. This structure raises the eggs about #)-inch
ahave the water, and I cannot understand how they remain above
the surface when the weight of The bird is added.

On two occasions 1 concealed myself in a floating “hide"
close to the second nest of the three in the hopes of photograph-
ing a parent tending the eggs. On the first occasion I sat in
the “hide” from 11.15 a.m. until 1.45 p.m. on a rather gvercast
day. Both parents spent a good deal of time quietly feeding on
the pond about 15 yards from the nest. Onee one of them flew
towards me and alighted one yard from the nest and just outside
the prearranged focus of my camera; 1 think it was sbout to
brood the eggs, but at that moment it was startled by the
splashing of some cattle in the vieinity. On the second day L
kept my vigil from 7.15 a.m. until 10.15 a.m. 1t was a hot sunny
day and, though the birds were frequently in my sight, they
did not visit the nest. On this oceasion my effort concluded
suddenly when, seeking to decapitate an intruding swamp-leech,
I inadvertently stabbed the rubber dinghy which was the basis
of my “hide” and presently sank! 1 think it probable that
ihe Jacana does not bother to brood its eggs in this usually hot
almosphere; only once have I seen one on its nest
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In 1949 an exhaustive search of all likely ponds arpund the
77th kilo. revealed no nests in July. I found that the pools
were of very much less extent, for the encircling rushes had
greatly eneroached on the open water. Again, there was a thick
growth of water-lilies on the water, but none of that floating
dead vegetation which Jacanas and Crebes use for their nests.
I was told the reason for this: owing to the delayed rains,
ihe fields had mot yet been ploughed; therefore the bufTaloes
which are needed for the ploughing had not yet been released
into the swamps; it is buffaloes which, released into the swamps,
breal down the surrounding rushes, thus enlarging the open
water and also providing, the dead vegetation which floats to
the surface to form the rafts on which these birds can lay their
TS,

This year the first nest in the area was found on 25 August,
1949 ; it contained 4 fresh eggs. 1 saw another in the same
area on 11 September, 1949; ihis also contained fresh eggs—
4 of them. In the meanwhile, whilst seeking mnests of the
Pheasant-tailed Jacana at MINBURL on 3 September, 1943, Majid
found 4 eggs without a nest of any sort! The Jacana had
selocted a small pool the surface of which was packed tightly
with Witer-Lottuce (Pistin stratiotes). So firm was this
compact mat of living vegetation, that the bird had darved to lay
her eggs on the stiff green heads. In view of this unusual
phenomenon, Majid remained in hiding until the bird came Lo
brood her eggs, and then shot her for positive identification.
e observed that before stepping onto the eggs she bowed down
very carefully to wet her breast-feathers in a pateh of open
water—a habit which I noticed is followed also by the Stilt
(Himantopus h. himantopus).

The average dimensions of 15 epgs are 145 X 098 inches.
Extremes of length are 157 (X 0-04) inches and 1-35 (= 0:47)
inches: and of breadth are 1-00 (4 epos) and 096 (3 eggs).

T verified that the local Siamese name is8 nok phrik.

Tostratula benghalensis penghalensis (Linn.). Painted Snipe.

"oy what it is worth, I record that Majid and I never
saw, or obtained news of, this species anywhere in the Central
Plain. 1 note, however, that the nests described by Herbert
41l were found in the SAMKOK distriet—an area which we rarvely
visited, but terrain not differing markedly from parts of the
plain which we explored thoroughly.

Lohivanellus indicus atronuchalis Jerdon.
Red Wattled Lapwing.

We never saw or heard of this bird in the Central Plain.
On 14 April, 1949 1 saw a very wild pair on the sand-bars of
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the Mae Ping below KaMPHAENG PHET; and al the same place
on 29 April, 1949 Majid shot a specimen. We verified that in
that lecality the peasants eall both this Lapwing and the Spur-
winged Plover (Hoplopterus duvawcelli) by the same names,
noke thaw, nok thaa-tawet or nok tet-towet without distinetion.
They also reiterated without prompting the belief (already
recorded by Deignan) that the Lapwing sleeps on its back with
its feet in the air. They also stated that this species nests in
the fields, and thus distinguished between it and the Spur-winged
Plover which they say nests on the sandbanks.

On 13 June, 1949 I found this bird to be common in the
great grazing-grounds at Na Kok on the Mekhlong Railway
beyond TacHiN. One bird which I watehed for some time was
behaving as if it had eggs or young in the vicinity., The local
peasants confirmed that it breeds freely at that place.

Squatarela squatarola (Linn.). Gray Plover.

I have no dates of arrival and departure; but I have a note
of guite larpe flocks on the mud at Bang Poo on 1 April, 1949,

Charadrius dubius jerdoni (Lepge). Little Ringed Plover.

Bétween the 12 and 14 April, 1949, 1 found several pairs
in breeding plumage on the MAE PING, both at NAKHORN SAWAN
and also below KAMPHAENG PHET., I think they were aboul to
breed or already breeding; for all were paired, each pair had
its chosen territory from which it did not stray, and some birds
made a considerable fuss when we entered their territory. But
although we watched from eoncealment, and also guartered the
sand and shingle for several hours, we could find no egps or
voung. One bird which [ watched for a long time became very
excited when 1 entered a certain small zone of sand: it kept
aliphting a few yards from me and then running away; once
it flattened out in the sand with its back to me, spread its remiges
and retrices, and cocked its tail as though inviting copulation.
When running around me, this bird puffed out the soft white
feathers of the lower breast like pectoral tufts. This display
was not caused by the wind, which was a mere breath at the
time: I searched this area quite minutely without finding & neat.

On my last evening in the area Majid showed me two
apparent nest-depressions on a small spit of sand and gravel
which was only a few inches above water-level. When he first
found them (on the previous day) they were lined with small
stones, but when he took me to see them a few pieces of
shredded green leaves had been added, Definitely they were
not the work of mischievous children; these Plovers were the
only birds in the vicinity; and so they may have been the work
of this species. Majid and Aziz returned to the area on 28
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April, 1949, but found that the supposed nests had been engulfed
by the rising river. There were still plenty of these plover on
the sandbanks and their behaviour was equally significant, but
there were no eggs or young to be found.

I did not ascertain the Siamese name for this bird.

Charadrius mongolus ? schiferi de Schauen,
Leszer Sand-Plover.

Charadrius leschenaultii Lesson. Large Sand-Plover.

Two very cornmon species along the muddy northern shore
of the Inner Gulf in winter. On 1 April, 1949 I shot a number
of birds of both species out of a very big mixed flock at BANG
Poo. Some were acquiring their summer dress. [ have no
dates for arrival or departure,

Numenius phaeopus variegatus (Scop.). Eastern Whimbrel.

1 have recorded only the fact that on 21 May, 1949 I saw
a pair flying purposefully westwards (i.e. across the Inner Gulf).
At the time | was 6 miles out to sea from the east coast of
the Gulf and close to the island called KoK RaNG KWIEN.

1 have no doubt that the species is common throughout
the winter months, but I have neglected to record it.

Numenius arquata orientalis Brehm. Eastern Curlew.

Again, T have kept no record of arrivals and departures.
I have a note that on 2 March, 1949 at Banc Poo there were
dozens feeding in the company of other Waders on the mud at
low tide.

Tringa totanus (Linn.) subsp. Fedshank.

Tringa nebularia Gunn, Greenshanlk.

Both species visit the muddy northern shores of the Inner
Gulf, but the latter bird seems to be much the more common.
1 have also met Greenshank on the inland padi-fields at RANGSIT.

Tringa stagnatilis (Bechst.). Marsh Sandpiper.

Tringa glareola Linn. Wood Sandpiper.
1 have shot both species on the mudbanks near BANG Foo,
and have met glareola frequently on the inland padi-fields as
well, :
Actitis hypoleucos (Linn.). Common Sandpiper.

Very common; but 1 have not observed that in Siam a few
birds stay on throughout the summer—as they do in Malaya.
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Erolia testacea (Pallas). Curlew-Sandpiper.

Limicola falcinellus sibiriea Dresser. Broadbilled Sandpiper.

On 9 January, 1949 1 shot one specimen of each of these
species, ‘r.uggthe_r with several other small Waders, out of a
great flock feeding on the mud near BANG PoO.

Himantopus himantopus himantopus (Linn.).
Blackwinged Stilt,
. 1 was suceessful in finding a breeding haunt of these
Stilts: it is on the disused salt-pans near the coast at NA KOK,
on the Mekhlong Railway beyond TAcHIN. The nesting season
iz in June; but probably the birds are there all the year round,
for Majid saw them there in December. Apart from Na KoK,
J. have only one other record of the Stilt: I saw a single hird
feeding on the mud at Bang Poo; it was in the company of a
vast concourse of Terns and Gulls.

At NA Kok, for about a mile south of the railway the
salt-pans are either in current use or at least maintained in
immaculate condition—not a leaf of living plant anywhere.
Further out, the smooth, fairly dry, mud is dotted here and
there with dessicated-looking vellow grass, a few low bushes of
the Mangrove variety (Awicenna sp.), and with a guite strong
growth of that stunted, heath-like bush which covers large
aveas of the northern shove of the Inner Gulf. It is a species
of Suaeda, and the Siamese name is Sarakhaerm. It is in this
abandoned part of the salt-pans that the Stilts make their nests.

On 4 June, 1949 Majid and Aziz found a nest containing
2 egps, and they were given two more eggs which a peasant had
collected that day for food—the fate of a large number of Stilt's
oprgs.  The epgs they found in situ were laid on a thin pad
composed of small pieces of dead Nut Grass { Cyperus rotundus)
and a few small “spire” shells, identified by M. W. F. Tweedie
as freshwater shells of the family Melaniidae, neavest to Melanin
fuberenlata, Miiller.

On 12 June, 1949 1 found three nests all within one hundred
vards of each other, They were in a large patch of Suaedu,
much of which was dead and broken down like burni-out heather.
The nests were slight depressions scraped in the dry mud
amongsi Lthe tangle of flattened Buaede branches, These scrapes
were quite thickly lined with matresses of one-inch lengths of fine
Suaeda twigs. In one nest an uncomfortably thick stem of
Huaeda lay right across the middle of the nesat, so that the eppgs
were divided on either side of it. They contained one, three
and four fresh eges respectively; the local Siamese told us that
four is the full cluteh, but that the full number is rarely attained
on account of the persistent collecting for food. A BStilt flew
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' down to the nest of 3 eggs and began to brood them as we |
! watched. When disturbed, it flew to a nearby saline pool; there _
I was able to watch it from concealment for some time. Part | l
| of the time it was feeding and part of the time it was bathing. '

| Owing to its great length of leg and considerable length of bill, |
| the bird often found itself foo close to somé morsel of food |

which it had detected beneath the muddy water; so first it had

| to sh_uﬁle a pace or two backwards, and then it lunged forward l
‘ bending from the tibio-tarsal joint and holding the whole hody.
| neek and head awkwardly and stiffly in a straight line. When l

b_ﬂt_hing, it wet only its breast and abdomen—by bending 1is
| tibio-tarsal joints almost double and wriggling its body with |
| the wings half-opened so that the breast splashed up water onto |
the flanks. This bathing operation was the usual preliminary
| to an attempt to return to the mest: Majid had noted it on
| 4 June, 1949, and I observed it later when 1 was lying in a
hide awaiting the return of the bird to its nest.
The average dimensions of 12 pggs are 1:70 X 120 inches.
Extremes of length are 182 (X 121) inches and 163 (X 1-24)
inches: and of breadth, 124 inches (4 eggs) and 115 inches (2 \

epEs) . ;
I ascertained that the loeal Siamese name is nolk teen thien.

Orthorhamphus magnirpstris (Vieillot). 1eef Thick-Knee. |

On 14 April, 1949 1 saw a single bird of this species on |
the sandbanks of the Mae Ping below KAMPHAENG PHET. The |
i local Siamese ealled it nok pall saiwn and nok pahk leent, the
two names used for most Waders. |
Omn 12 June, 1949 [ saw a single bird on the same deserted i
salt-pans at Na Kok where the Stilt breeds. Majid said he
had seen 3 or 4 of the same species when he visited the place |
on 4 June, 1844, |

Hoplopterus duvaucelli (Lesson). Spurwinged Plover.

On 14 April, 1949 1 located 2 or 4 pairs of this species on ||
the greal sandbanks of the Mae Ping below KAMPHAENG PHET. |_-
Majid, Aziz and 1 made 2 great effort to locate the eggs or ||
young: first by watching the adult birds rom concealment, 'Ii
and later by patient quartering of the areas where we had .
| seen the birds. We found nothing; but there was no doubt ||

that the birds were paired, and they seemed disinelined to stray |
farr from their chosen territories. Omne bird would wander i!
round aimlessly whilst the other stood on guard at a point of ° 1
vantage. Several times we saw the wandering bird settle down |
in a depression in the annd as though brooding eges; but when ||
we examined the place there was nothing to indicate even that |
ihe depression had been prepared by a bird. Our Siamese :|
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Loatman told us that in past years he has found eggs of this
species on the sandbanks, but only rarely.

On 26 April, 1949 Majid and Aziz returned to the area
and spent three days unsuccessfully trying to locate a nest of
the species. They had three pairs under close ohservation, and
they reported that the birds were behaving exactly as before
I—Inc]uding one member of the pair occasionally easing itself
into a depression in the sand—often a buffalo’s hoof-print.
Finally Majid shot a female; on opening the abdomen he found
5 oviduct eggs: two were as big as green peas, but the others
were no bigger than lentils. -

The local Siamese call this species by the same names as
the Red-wattled Lapwing: nok thaa, nol thae tawet or nok
tet-tawet: but they are aware that they are different species,
the Plover breeding on the sandbanks and the Lapwing breeding
in the fields. They explained that the name thaa represents
the Plover's usual call; but 1 heard only a sharp kweel uttered
once or in irvegular succession; this eall was uttered both when
the bird was startled into flight and also when it was wandering
aimlessly.

Glareola maldivarum (Forster). Eastern Pratincole.

Herbert has described breeding colonies of this bird at
Sapatoom, at Ayuthia and at Samkok. Sapatoom now has been
engulfed in the suburbs of Banckok, and 1 did not have the
opportunity to visit Ay athia and Samkok at a suitable time of
the year. I have no arrival dates for 1948 but in 1949 (which
seems to have been a “late’” year for many hirds) I saw them
for the first time near BANGEOE on & March, 1949, DBy 13
March, 1949 this first party spemed to have established itself
in a padi-field in which the stubble had been freshly hurnt;
they behaved as if they were paired and had establizhed terri-
tories: and when first a Crow and later a Harrier flew low over
the field, several Pratincoles gol up to chase them away.
However, these birds spon moved on, and, in spite of constant
searching, we found no signs of breeding, although we had a
small colony under frequent observation near Prakanong, on
the outskirts of BANGKOK'S eastern suburbs. The local peasants
told Majid that the Pratincoles would not start to mest until
after the first heavy rains. Nothing was fortheoming at
Prakanong until the beginning of May, when there were heavy
evening rainstorms on several consccutive days. On 8 May,
1949 four of us quartered the area, which was newly ploughed
padi-field. There were about a dozen Pratincoles in one small
area.  Several of them tried to distract us by feigning a broken
wing, but their displays were not so accomplished or so vigorous
as those of the Milky Pratincole: usually a bird just crouched
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amongst the clods with its wings fully spread and flutterving
geeasionally; it did not writhe in a “death-agony” or stagrer
around with a trailing wing.

Fventually we found a nest in a part of the fields which
had not been ploughed and where a good deal of rice-straw
remained 1ungarnered. There was a small depression in the
soil, and it was thickly lined with small seraps of rice-straw.
It contained 3 fresh eggs measuring 125 % 093 inches,
122 % 093 inches and 121 » 093 inches.

On 12 June, 1949 we found a large number of birds in
the grazing-grounds at Na Kox. They behaved as if they had
epgs or young in the vicinity, but we had no time to make
o search. Some passing peasants confirmed that the species

; does breed there “after the first raing”, and that the locals
! burn off the grass to aid them in their search for eggs.

i On 1 July, 1949 Majid found a nest at Prakanong. 1t had
been flooded by rainwater. It contained a single fresh egg,
measuring 1:18 = 054 inches,

On 3 July, 1949 we found a number of birds on the drier
parts of the grazinglands at the 77th kilo, Bangkok—Lopburi
highway. They hehaved as if they had mests, but I had no
Hime to investigate.

1 verified that the local mame is nolk ee-riat—not nok
g=reet.

(lareola lactea Temmnt. Milky Pratincole.

Majid first found this species breeding at NAKHORN SAWAN
- (Paknampho) on 6 April, 1949 and collected B clutches each of
' two eggs. On 12 April, 1949 he took me to see the colomy.
The commereial town of Paknampho and the administrative
centre of Nakhorn Sawan are one town: but it is spread out
El along about T miles of the right bank of the Mae NMam Chao
| Phya and—on account of floods—is built back from the banlk.
Consequently the great sand-bars which appear in the river
during the dry season are little disturbed except by cowheards

| 4 and fishermen. The nesting colony was only about half-a-mile
f 1 below the busy commereial area centered around the confluence
of the Mae Ping and the Mae Nan; it was on a vasl sand-bar

. almost closing the channel between the left bank and an island
| in mid-stream.

There was very little cover except for odd patches of coarse
grass, and the eggs were laid right out in the open on coarse sand
or gravel. We found only one more nest, containing two much
incubated eggs. They were laid in only the slightest depression
in the sand without any lining whatsoever. This particular
nest was located very close to a small twig sticking out of the
ground (not & landmark placed there by human agency) ; but

———
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none of the other nests we saw were placed near a “landmark”
or other bearing-mark.

The parents were on wateh; but none of them was brooding
epgs either here or elsewhere that we found eggs. Such eonduct
would be superfluous; for we were told that the air-temperature
over the banks was about 130°F., and certainly it felt like
it, for the heat of the sand struck right through my shoes so
that 1 was forced to cool my feet in the river at intervals.

When we got near their nest, both parents started i most
vigorous and polished deception get. One or both partners
would swoop down and land on the sand. Then it would run
towards us with its wings either closed or partly spread.
Suddenly it would fall over on its side with one wing putstretch-
e, In that attitude it would either lie kicking or would
struggle along on its side for a few yards. Then it would almost
disappear into some slight depression in the sand, usually with
only the dark forehead showing. It might stay in that position
for as long as two minutes, apparently watehing us. Sometimes
it would flutter its wings whilst erouching in the depression.
Then it would go through its entire repetoire all over again.

On 14 April, 19439 we found a colony on just one large
sandbar of the Mae Ping below KAMPHAENG PHET. Both here
and at NAKHORN SAWAN I noticed that its colonies are estab-
lished on the lower, flatter sand-bars—not on the hilly ones
which sometimes are crowned with grass. These colonies are
only a foot or so above dry-season water-level and must be
overwhelmed early in the rains. Here I foolishly offered to
ihe local school-children a reward for the discovery of a Spur-
winged Plover's nest; during the rest of my stay the young
enthusiasts dragged me out to inspect several nests of this
Pratincole, ineluding two which contained 3 egps each. On
blowing these two clutches, we found in both cases that one
epyr was of a different age from the other two eggs. 'We there-
fore guessed that the third egg had been added by the finder
in the hopes of gaining a bigger reward. Although Blanford
states that the Indian clutch varies from two to four egpgs, we
conclude that two eggs forms the normal cluteh here.

Returning to the KAMPHAENG PHET area on 26 April, 1943,
Majid found that the gandbank on which these nests were placed
had been overwhelmed by the rising river.

The average dimensions of 16 eggs are 105 ¥ 0-79 inches.
FExtremes of length are 1-11 inches (2 epgs) and 098 (X 0-79)
inches: and of breadth are 080 (8 eggs) and 095 (¢ 10T}
inches. The pround colour of these eggs is vellowish-stone or
olivaceous-stone, sometimes rather indistinetly peppered with
greyish-brown spots and squiggles, but sometimes more boldly
marked with small blotches of dark brown and lavender.
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These colours merge wonderfully into the background of
sand or gravel; and that, combined with their small size, makes
them by far the most difficult to find of any Terns' or Plovers’
eggs that I have ever seen.

At NAKHORN SAwAN the local fishermen called the bird
nok aaen lom (nok acen = Swallow; lom = of the wind). At
KAMPHAENG PHET the children called it nok tet-tawet—one
of the names given to the Lapwing and the Spur-winged Plover.
This may be meant to be onomatopeic; but the only call T heard,
Loth in flight and on the ground, is a single, Tern-like “kweek".

Brownheaded Gull.

A very common winter visitor to the lower reaches of the
Mae Nam Chao Phya (I have not seen it above BANGHOK),
to the northern shores of the Inmer Gulf asnd to the ocean
steamer anchorage at Kok S1 CHANG. In 1948 no birds had
arrived on the river by 16 October, 19485, but there were a few
at the river-mouth next time 1 visited the river—on 5 November,
1948. They were still at the river-mouth as late as 1 May,
1949 hoth adults and immatures. In 1949 1 saw no arrivals
at BANGKOK up to the date of my departure on 10 November,
1949, but there were large numbers at KoK S1 CHANG that day.

Chlidonias hybrida javanica (Horsf.). Whiskered Tern.

In 1948 these birds first appeared about the middle of
October, and on several oceasions 1 saw them in great numbers
feeding in the fresh-water canal which runs parallel with the
horthern shore of the Inner Gulf at BANG Poo. Two specimens
which 1 shot were identified by Dr, Gibson-Hill as first-winter
birds of C. h. jevanica. Apparently the breeding grounds of
this bird are not known; it was described by Horsfield {Trans.
Linn. Soc. Lond., 13, pt. 1, 1821, p. 198: Java) from examples
taken in winter quarters.

Subsequently I found small numbers feeding over a canal
near MINBURIL, about 20 miles inland; they were still there on
12 February, 1944, but had disappeared when 1 next vigited the
place—on 3 April, 1949, By 20 March, 1949, many birds seen
hear the mouth of the Mae Nam Chao Phya were assuming
euymmer dress. There were still a few birds there, in full
summer dress, as late as 1 May, 1949,

Larus brunnicephalus Jerdon.

Sterna acuticauda J. E. Gray. Blackbellied Tern.

On 14 April, 1949 1 saw a single bird of this species flying
over the Mae Ping below KAMPHAENG PHET.

»us. 23, 1950, [163 ]




G. . MADOC

Sterna hirundo longipennis Nordm, Common Tern.

On 10 September, 1949 T shot a solifary tern feeding in the
waters of the Mae Nam Chao Phya at Rangsit. Dr. Gibson-
Hill has sent me the following comments on it. “This bird is
very largely new-moulted into fresh (winter) plumage. The
great majority of the skins of S, hirundeo in the Railles Museum
collection are in very worn plumage, or are first winter birds.
Accordingly when compared with them the RANGSIT specimen
appeirs to be a darker and more determined grey on the upper
parts, Actually the situation is not clear with tegard to the
race reaching the Malay Peninsula. According to Peters (1934
382) it is tibetana Saunders (Proc. Zeol. Soe, Lond., 1876, p.
649: Tibet). We have not been able to examine topotypical
material of {ibefana or longipennis Nordmann (in Erman's Verz.
Thier. Pjlanz., 1835, p. 17: mouth of the Kutchui River, Sea
of Okhotsk) here, but it seems doubtful if the two races are
distinet, If they are not, as 1 have assumed in compiling the
Malayan Checklist, then longipennis Nordmann has priority,
and must be the name for the birds wintering in the Malay
archipelago, and presumably also Siam and probably Burma.
For the present, therefore, I give the name longipennis to the
ILANGSIT specimen. On the other hand, should {fibetana be
valid it would eertainly apply to the Burmese birds, and probably
this one; equally Peters might well be right in putting the
division between the wintering areas of the two races east of
Borneo. No one, it may be remarked appears to have examined
birds from Borneo eritically: Peters does not include it in the
wintering areas of any of the races of 5. hirundo which he
aceapts, yet it must be reaching at least the north coast in small
numbers”,

Sterna dougallii bangsi Mathews Roseate Tern.

i On 11 July, 1949, through the kindness of the Commander-
in-Chief, Royal Siamese Navy, 1 was enabled to visit Kox HIN
CHALARM, the southernmost of the string of islands extending
southwards from LAEM (Cape) SAMAE SARN at the south-east
corner of the Inner GuJf. This is a turtle-backed barren rock,
about 30 feet high and oval—measuring about 150 % 100 vards.
The islet is much seamed with ecrevices and there is a lot of
broken rock on its surface. The only form of vegetation consists
of a very few patches of a Portulgea growing in hollows where
guano has accumulated. Here 1 found a huge population of
Panayan Terns and Blacknaped Terns in about equal numbers,
and a very few Noddies and Roseate Terns. The bills of these
Koseate Terns were completely sealing-wax red. There were
only 4 pairs, and they had established a tight little colony in
a clump of boulders at one corner of the island. There we found
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two very incubated eggs in a erevice on the top of a boulder,
and a single chick lying in another ecrevice nearby. The Terns
were quite unconcerned when I set up a crude “hide” about
ten feet away: they returned as soon as I concealed myself
inside it, one bird at once settling on the eggs.

On 22 July, 1949 Majid returned alone o Kok HIN
CHALARM, and found that the Roseate Terns had moved to the
very summit of the island where they oecupied one of the patches
of Portulaca. There he found 5 clutches of eggs laid on the
'r.a?ft humus—some under the shade of the creeping vegetation.
Ihere were 2 clutches each of two eggs and 3 clutches of single
epgs—all were fresh except one single egg.

The average dimensions of 9 eggs are 154 X 111 inches.
The extremes of length are 161 (X 112) inches and 148 (X
1-13) inches; and of width are 1-15 (X 1-56) inches and 103 (=
1-60) inches. Egps of this species are very difficult to distinguish
from those of Sferna s. swmalrana which, at HiN CHALARM,
breed on the same island though not intermingled with the
Roseaté Terns. Judging by the small series of 5. dougallii at
my disposal, it would appear that mosi eggs of the species
have a brown tinge in their ground colour whilst most eggs of
S sumafrana are whitish in ground colour; again, most dougallit
eggs are boldly marked with irregular blotches of black, golden-
brown and purplish-grey whilst most eggs of stwmatrane are
less strikingly dappled with smaller, lighter markings.

Like all species and genera of Terns on which 1 have been
able to make a check, the local Siamese name of &. dougullii is
nok merng .

Sterna sumatrana sumatrana Tiaffles. Blacknaped Tern.

This is a very common species around the islets of the
Culf. On 18 May, 1949 Majid and Aziz found it breeding on
three vocky islets between HUA Hin and PRANBURL. The average
dimensions of 13 eggs from these islets was 1-50 ¥ 110 inches.
Fxtremes of length were 168 (X 1.12) inches and 142 (X 112)
inches: and of breadth were 115 (% 146) inches and 106
(% 1:51) inches. The fishermen of PraNBURI referred to both
this species and S. a. anwthetus as nok ai chai; the name nok
narng nuan is known but not often used locally. Elsewhere
1 have not come across the name sk wi chat.

. On 22 May, 1949 | visited many of the islands on the eastern
side of the Inner Gulf, and found breeding colonies of this
species on all of them except the largest—KoOK Pual. On White
Tock, a tiny islet close to Kox RN, we found that thig species
was laying eges only on a raised coral beach—a most unnsual
situation for this species which 1 have found, in Malaya and
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Siam, nesting only on rocks. On White Rock the larger Sterne
anwthetus was nesting on the rocky slopes of the islet, above
the beach; whereas on the other islands the two species were
intermingled.

On 11 July, 1949 1 found very large numbers breeding on
Kok HIN CHALARM,

Sterna anmthetus anzthetus Scop. Bridled Tern.

1 have records of breeding colonies on all the islands where
we found the Blacknaped Tern, but usually in rather smaller
numbers. On the islets of the Inner Gulf we found that the
eggs were very well-concealed—even more carefully hidden than
those in the Tioman Archipelago off the East Coast of Malava.
Some we found laid on rock debris at the bottom of big pits
amongst the rocks; some wepe in neat little cavities in the rock
face where a rectangular block of the treacherous strata had
fallen out of its place; and one I found inside a shallow cave,
laid in an old and disintegrating nest of the Reef Heron, Ardea
sera.

Thalasseus bergii cristatus (Steph.). Large Crested Tern.

Sir Walter Williamson has recorded (Journ. Nat, Hist,
Soe, Siam, 3,) that in 1917 he found this bird breeding on the
bare shingle of “a beach at one end of a small islet near KoK
RIN". 1 think there can be no doubt that he was referring
to White Rock, which is very close to Kok RIN and is the only
island in that group which has a shingle (actually, coral) beach.
1 visited the islet on 21 May, 1949 but found no birds or nests
there. As deseribed above, Sterna swmatrana had eggs laid
in the shingle.

Again, Sir Walter (loe. cit. supra.) records that in May,
1918, he found absolute swarms of Terns (including this species)
breeding on a completely bare, low-lying rock “near KoK
CHUAN". 1 think it is clear that he was referring to KoK HIN
CHALARM, the outermost of the islands south of LAEM SAMAE
SARN. There is no island called Kok CHUAN on the east side
of the Gulf, but the two islands immediately north of HIN
CHALARM are named Kok CHUANG and Kok CHAN respectively.
Anyway, on 11 July, 1949 I visited Kox HIN CHALARM and
sought this species without success.

It seems, therefore, that since Sir Walter visited the colanies
over thirty years ago the species has abandoned its breeding
sites in the Inner Gulf. The only occasion when I met it was
an 27 December, 1948 when 1 saw several perching on a fish
trap several miles out in the Inner Gulf, off the PAKONG estuary.
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Sterna albifrons sinensis Gmelin. Chinese Little Tern.

On 12 June, 1949 I observed several birds on the disused
salt-pans at NA Ko, near TACHIN. During the day we saw
probably twenty pairs, most of which were behaving as if they
had eggs or young., We found one nest containing a single
frash egg ‘_whn:h was being brooded by a very persistent parent.
It was laid on the flat debris of a dead Suaeda bush. 1t
Tmedist ['t?d 1-27 x 095 inches.

I did not meet this species up the river above PARNAMPHO
when 1 visited that area early in April; nor did Majid and
Aziz see it on their subsequent visits to the same place. 1 was
told by Mr. Craig of the Borneo Co., that, in the course of many
trips up and down the Mae Ping, he has seen colonies of Terns
only between RAHAENG and the Rapids; but he could not say
whether they were of this species.

In May, 1948, I saw several birds of this species on the
seabeach at Hua HiN. I have verified that its local name is
the usual nwok narng auan.

Anoiis stolidus pileatus (Scop.). Common Noddy.

Visiting Kox HiN CHALARM on 11 July, 1949, 1 found about
4 pairs of this species amongst swarms of Sterne sumatrins
and Sterna anaethetns, They confined themselves atrictly to
the southern tip of the islet. They were 30 tame that 1 was
able to approach until literally I could “see the whites of their
eyes”’—or rather, their eyelids—which are distinetly white. On
this occasion we found only one egg. It was laid on a small
bare ledge 3 feet below the lip of the islet's only sheer cliff.
The egg was quite fresh, but one of the parents was very keen
to brood it. and returned to perch on the ledge when 1 was
sitting only six feet away. The egg measured 214 X 1-5t
inches.

Returning to the islet on 22 July, 1949, Majid found another
fresh egg. This was laid on a small patch of guano in a hollow
of the rock. It measured 227 X 152 inches. During his stay
on the island, a pair of Haliwetus leucogaster came over from
Kok CHUANG and attacked the Tern colony. The Terns
seattered, but the Noddies got up and attacked the intruders
most determinedly, eventually driving them away. On hoth
visits, smashed shells of Noddies’ eggs were found: it seems
possible that these Eaples are responsible for the damage. ’

Local Siamese recognize these birds as Terns and call
them by the family name nok narng nuan. 1 was rather sur-
prised that they have no distinetive name or qualifying adjective
for birds differing s0 much in colour from the Terns.
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- Family COLUMBIDAE -

This family is poorly represented in those parts of Siam
with which 1 was {amiliar—where one would expect only fo
see the ground-feeding species. Only when I visited CHIENGMAL
and the KAMPHAENG PHET area did 1 enter terrain where 1
expected to see gpecies of Green Pigeons and Imperial Pigeons;
but in fact my visils were s0 brief that [ saw none.

Streptopelia tranquebarica humilis (Temm.).
Burmese Red Turtle-Dove.

I never saw this species around BANGKOK, but I once
saw a small party feeding in the padi-fields at PAK KreT, 12

miles north of the city. 1T ound the species common only close

{0 AYUTHIA.

Streptopelin chinensis tigrina (Temm.): Spotted Dove.

In my experience this species is mot common arvound
BANGKOK and the Central Plain, It is much more common at
CHIENGRAL On 2 January, 1048 1 was shown & fledgling per-
ching precariously in 4 {ree in the compound of the British
Embassy. 1t could gearcely fly and obviously must just have
left the nest.

Geopelin striata striata {Linn.). Barred Ground-Dove.
In my experience thiz iz not a common species around
BaNGKOK and the Central Plain.

Family PSITTACIDAE
I have no Siamese recovds of the Parrot Family.

Family CUCULIDAE

Cacomantis merulinus querulus Heine: Brain-Fever Bird.

I have heard the ecalls of this species in the BANGKOK
suburbs about the middle of the year (1 have no recorded dates) ;
and a record of a bird in my garden on 2 December, 1948,

Eudynamys seolopaceamalayana Cab. & Heine. Malayan Koel.

A common species around BANGKOK; but it seems either
to perform a local migration or to make itself very inconspicuous
for a period. From the beginning of December until about the
end of February the bird is most active and vociferous. Then,
{from the beginning of March until the middle of July the
birds seem to disappear—not only from the BANGKOK suburbs
but also from every other place 1 have vigited in the Centval
Plain. From July until November I saw and heard birds only
oceasionally in BANGKOK. The period when the bird is most
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noticeable is also the period when the Crows are nesting. I
have heard » native theory thal the male Koel “demonstrates”
in front of a pair of nesting Crows in the hopes that both birds
will leave their nest to chase him away, thus giving the female
Koel an opportunity to slip onto the Crow's nest and lay an egg.
Now in January and early February, 1948, a male Koel used
to perch in the top of a tree in my garden every morning. He
stood there conspicuously silhonetted against the sky and
serenaded the dawn for about an hour before the sun actually
rose. Sometimes his calls were answered by a second bird
somewhere far away, hul we never saw his mate. A pair of
Crows (Corvus coronoides undamanensis) were building a4 nest
in a nearby tree, and 1 pbserved on at least one pecasion that they
went to a great deal of trouble to chase away the Koel. 1 was
not able to ascertain whether a Koel's eggg was laid in the Crow's
nest, for it was built in an extremely quick-set thorn tree which
would have torn the hide of & vhinoceros,

On 11 February, 1948 I visited a nest of Corvus coronoides
andamunensis in an isolated thicket in the middle of the rice-
plain, not far from BANGKOK. 1 had already taken a solitary
Crow's egg from this nest a week béfore, As | appruached L
“ould hear a Koel calling continuously. The nest was in the
top of a very slender sapling, and in trying to get up to it we
inadvertently pulled it over, and the epgs fell to the ground.
It contained one obvions Crow’s egg of normal size, which was
partly incubated, and two much smaller eggs which were quite
fresh, The Crow's egg and one of the smaller eggs were com-
pletely smashed, but the second small egp was only eracked.
[t measures 1-27 x (-88 inches and is a much richer colour than
most Crow's eggs that 1 have seen. The shell, too, is unusually
thick and glossy. 1 think there can be little doubt that hoth
these small egrs were Lhose of a Koel

[ verified that the lpcal Siamese name is nok ta-wiy or
ol fea-nnei

Rhopodytes tristis longicandatus {Blyth).
Large Greenbilled Malkoha.

Spen in serub jungle near BANGKOK on 4 June, 1948.

Family TYTONIDAE

Tyto alba javanica (Gmelin). Barn Owl

Unlike Herbert, 1 have not found this large Owl fo be
common in BANGKOK, but there is no lack of birds out i the
Central Plain. Twice 1 have seen an individual being mobbed
in daylight: once by Crows, Drongos and Mynahs, and once by
Brahminy Kites which had nests in the vicinity.
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On 12 January, 1949 I was shown a nest containing 3 eggs.
It was in a dark space under the eaves of a disused schoolhouse—
an open pavilion without walls, The owl was netted for eareful
examination, and whilst in brief captivity it laid a fourth egg.
The eggs were laid on a haphazard collection of material strewn
untidily (and perhaps fortuitously) at the bottom of the zpace
under the eaves: it consisted of straw, bamboo twigs, and a
number of dried outer sepals of the inflorescence of a banana.

On 31 January, 1949 I detected a bird breéeding in a ruined
stone tower at BANG PA-IN. (There was a Pariah Kite's nest
in the branches of a strangling fig which had enveloped the
tower). Two eggs were found laid on the bare stone of a
gutter at the top of the tower. One was fresh and one was
half-ineubated. The average dimensions of six eggs is 169 X
128 inches. Extremes of length of this small series are 176
(% 1:31) inches and 1-83 (% 1-20) inches: and of breadth are
132 (X 167) inches and 1-20 (x 1-63) inches.

1 ascertained that the loesl Siamese name is nok moaou

(= Cat Bird), but a lot of peasants seem to have no knowledge
of the bird.

Family STRIGIDAE
Athene brama pulehra Hume. Spotted Owl.

I agree with Herbert (loe. cit., supra.) that this little Owl
does not occur in BaANCGKOK. He found it common in the -
SAMKOK distriet, and on the only occasion I visited that area
I found it too. On 6 February, 1949 Majid and I put up a
bird put of the hollow stump of a sugar-palm. At the bottom
of the hollow—about 314 feet down—there were 3 fresh eggs.
They measure 126 % 1-10 inches, 124 % 1-08 inches and 123
» 1408 inches, They were laid on a heap of wood debris and
shared the hole with a much worn white quill of an Egret, and
skeletal remains of two small rodents and a bat.

1 did not ascertain the Siamese name for this species.

Glaucidium brodiei brodiei (Burton). Pigmy Owlet.

On 27 December, 1948 one of a party of fledgling owls
Tell from a tree gutside my office in the British Embassy com-
pound; they had been frequenting the tree with their parents
for two or three days. I was able to make a detailed
identification. *

Very small Owls, making the same call as the parents of
the bird mentioned above, often appeared at dusk arvound my
house; but I was never able to satisfy myself whether they
were this species or Gloucidium  cuculoides brugeli, which
Herbert describes as breeding in BANGKOE.

-
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Family PODARGIDAE :
1 have no record of this Family in Siam.

'
1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Family CAPRIMULGIDAE

_ 1t is perhaps worth recording that neither 1 nor Majid saw
or heard a single Nightjar during our residence in Siam.
Admittedly we rarely visited SAMKOK—the area where Herbert
found two species resident. ;

|}

|
|

&

Family APODIDAE
Collocalin spp. Swiftlets.
In March, 1948, I was taken to see the breeding caves of
Colloculia. on the limestone islets called KoK SI Kok Ha in
the Inland Sea of SINGGORA. There are said to be B0 caves
i in these precipitous crags, and the monopoly for collecting the
edible nests is granted for a period of three years for a fee of
one million tieals. [ was unable to delermine the species of
| Swiftlet breeding here, but 1 was shown two distinet sizes of
| eggs. The hreeding season (or, 1 should say, the collecting
{ season) is from January to April.
| ] found no breeding colonies of these Swiftlets in the rocky
islands of the Inner Gulf.
: The local Siamese name for all Swiftlets and Swifts is nok
waen lom.

|

i Apus affinis subfurcatus (Blyth). House-Swift.
| Unlike Malaya, this is by no means a town-dweller in
' Siam: | have never seen a bird in BANGKOE. My only record
is of a breeding colony with young in the nests, but no eggs, on
the cliffs of K0k KMREUNG BADAL, an islet in the Inner Gulf.
At two neighbouring islets, KoK RANG KwiEN and Tree Rock,
there were abandoned colonies of nests, probably of this species,
which had been the vietims of human interference. These
colonies were found on 22 May, 1949,

Cypsiurus parvus infumatus (Sclater). Palm Sweet.

Quite a common species a few miles north of BANGKOK,
where there are plenty of sugar-palms growing in the padi-fields
near the river.

Family HEMIPROCNIDAE
I have no records of Tree-Swifts in Siam.

| Family TROGONIDAE
No records for Siam. 1 was very ravely in suitable territory.
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Family ALCEDINIDAE

Ceryle rudis leucomelanura Reich. Pied Hingfisher,

This species is quite common in the Central Plain, and it
appears to perform a local migration. It is to be seen quite
commonly in BANGKOK during the rainy season, but about
October it leaves the city and its environs and retires to districls
where the rivers are lined by high banks suitable for nesting.
Herbert records nests as early as 28th December and states that
January is the best month for egps: | was unable, either
personally or through the ageney of Majid, to visit suitable
country so early in the year. On the KWARE YAI River a mile
or two above KANCHANARURI I saw two males courting a female
tand fighting over her) as early as 20 November, 1948: Majid
visited the place in mid-February and again four weeks later.
II{E found no nests with eggs, but on the second oceasion he
found a fully-fledged young bird in a nesting-tunnel five feel long.

On 14 April, 1949 on the Mae Ping below KAMPHAENG
PuHET I saw many disused nesting-holes in the river-bank and
there were several pairs of adult Kingfishers escorting their
young, _

The earliest date on which I have observed birds around
BANGHEOK is 13 March, 1949 when 1 saw three together fishing
along a canal. The shrill bleep-bleep ery, the hovering flight
and (to a lesser extent) even the appearance of this Pied King-
fisher all are very like that of a Tern. However, 1 verified
from local peasants that the Siamese name is the same as that
used for species of rainbow hue—nok kro-ten.

Alcedo atthis bengalensis Gmelin.
Indian Common Kingfisher,

A very common species in the Central Plain; I think it
performs a local migration, for it certainly is much more common
in the dry season than it is during the rains. It is particularly
common around the eanals and ponds out in the padi-fields, when
lesser waterways have dried out in the drought. Here, the
species is adept at hovering over the water in search of its prey;
I have timed them to hover for as long as eight seconds; when
they tire, they fly round in a wide circle and then return to
hover again. I have not seen Kingfishers in Malaya perform
this hovering feat; may be the hirds that frequent the Siamese
rice-plains have been Torced to learn the trick by reason of the
lack of strategically-placed perehes from which they can observe
the water where they hope to fish.

On 22 May, 1949 I came across a single bird of this species
an Kok LEuM Yal—the most northerly of the outer string of
islets on the east side of the Inner Gulf. IL was perched on a

[ 1727 BurL. RAFFLES




SIAMESE BIRDS

rock at the foot of a great cliff. Kok LEUM YAl is a very steep,
jungle-clad, island with no streams or pools of fresh water,
probably with no water of any sort; it is 15 miles from the
mainland, and altogether seems entirely unsuited to this hunter
of fresh-water fish. In Vol. I of Birds of the Malay Peninsula,
Tobinson mentions a migration movement along the small islands
in the Straits of Malacca between the months of October and
March: perhaps this bird was concerned in a late migratory
journey, or it may have been crossing the Gulf which, at this
point, is fifty miles wide. :
The Siumese name for all Kingfishers is nok kra-ten.

Pelargopsis capensis malaccensis Sharpe.
Storkbilled Kingfisher.
I am not sure whether this species is resident in BANGKOK
throughout the year; anvway, it 1s eonspicuous only in the wet
season when it becomes very noisy from May until October.
Most of its calling is done whilst making brief, and apparently
pointless, sortie flights at tree-top level.

Haleyon smyrnensis fusea (Bodd.). Whitebreasted Kingfisher.

[n my experience this species is guite uncommon in the
Central Plain and around BANGEKOK. It is a common species
at PAKNAMPHO, and on 6 April, 1949 Majid found two nesting-
holes containing much incubated eggs: a cluteh of four and a
cluteh of three. These 7 eggs averaged 116 X 102 inches.

Haleyon pileata (Bodd.). Blackeapped Kingfisher.

In my experience this species is not common in the Central
Plain. I have met it only a few times: at the back of the
coastal mangrove and in the padi-fields between BANGHOK and
the coast.

Haleyon chloris humii Sharpe. Whitecollared Kingfisher.

Not very common in the Central Plain: it is of course a
coastal species, and usually one can see a few birds in the
coastal mangrove, and at certain times of the year (which 1
have not recorded) is fairly common in BANGKOK; 1 have even
seen one flying screaming along one of the city's busiest streets
in the middle of the day.

1 have seen nests along Rajadamri Road, a tree-lined avenue-
on the outskirts of the city. They were in tunnels bored in
ant's nests built on the trunks of trees. One contained a single
egg on 28 March, 1949, and there were three slightly incubated
eggs in another on 17 April, 1949. They averaged 121 X 094
inches.
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Family MEROPIDAE

Merops supereiliosus philippinus Linn.
Brownbreasted Bee-Eater.

This species seems to be locally migratory : it appears around
BANGKOK and along the coast at the beginning of November:
I am not sure when it leaves again—bul certainly before the
end of the dry season.

In April 1 found the species to be very common at
PAKNAMPHO and further up the Mae Ping near KAMPHAENC
PHET: on 12 April, 1949 I visited a large colony at PAKNAMPHO
where several dozen birds were excavating tunnels in the soft
clay of a high bluff; up-river they were excavating in the soft
vertical faces of the higher sandbanks. On that date there
were no eggs anywhere, On 28 April, 1949 Majid revisited the
PAKNAMPHO colony. Some small landslides had caused havoc,
and he found only two nests containing eggs. One held a
cluteh of three somewhat incubated eggs measuring 097 X 0-80
inches, 091 X 078 inches and (-87 X 0474 inches. The other
contained a single fresh egg measuring 0-89 % 0-80 inches. The
tunnels varied from 4 to 6 feet in length.

I ascertained that the local Siamese name is nok khap kha.
It is the only species of Bee-Eater 1 recorded in Siam.

Family CORACIIDAE

Coracias benghalensis affinis MeClelland Burmesze Roller.

A common species in BANGKOK, and wherever there are
trees, throughout the year; particularly plentiful along the road-
sides throughout the Central Plain during the dry season; in
fact T am inclined to believe that the local birds are mueh
augmented by visitors between the months of November and
April, but 1 cannot present proof of this. At the roadsides,
it is to be seen perching on telephone wires where such exist;
elsewhere it will sit on a heap of road-metal or even squat in
the dust. From its perch on the telephone wires or a pole, it
will dive down clumsily to pounce on some insect in the grass
verge of the highway. My wife has seen birds making repeated
sortie flights from a tree in our garden: they would EWoop in

under a creeper-covered loggia to snap up the very large black
bees feeding on the clusters of flowers. ;

[ never found a nest; but both in 1948 and 1949 T saw
adults escorting newly-fledged young during the month of April;

apparently the young have to be fed for some time afier they
leave the nest,
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1 verified that the local Siamese name is nok fa-karp.
FEurystomus orientalis orientalis (Linn.). Broadhbilled Holler.

1 have not seen this species anywhere in Siam; but then
it is a forest bird, and 1 was very rarely in forest country.

Family UPUPIDAE

Upupa epops longirostris Jerdon. Hoopoe.

) 1 have not met this species anywhere in the Central Plain;
in {act personally 1 have not seen it anywhere in Siam. At
PAKNAMPHO, on 14 April, 1949, a rather ignorant Siamese
showed me an incomplete nest of grass and rubbish which was
being built inside the cieling of an open pavilion on the river-
bank. It was about the size of a Myna's nest; but the man
knew a Myna by sight and name, and was positive it was not
a Myna's nest. He deseribed the owner as a bird with a long
curved bill and a crest; and I think it must have been a Hoopoe.
We waited as long as we could, in the hopes of seeing the hird
bring material to its nest, but it did not come. When Majid
returned at the end of the month he found that the nest had
been pulled down,

The Assistant Naval Attache, U.S. Embassy, Uescribed
aceurately to me a Hoopoe which he saw feeding young in
a nest under the eaves of a bungalow at Hua HIN, early in
April, 1949,

1 did not ascertain the Siamese name for the species.

Family BUCEROTIDAE

Buceros bicornis Linn, Great Hornbill.

I saw a bird of this species in virgin jungle near KAMPHAENG
PHET on 14 April, 1949. I ascertained that the local Biamese
name is nok nang—not to be confused with the name nok narng
(nuan) used for the Terns. It is the only species of Hornbill

T saw in Siam.
. TFamily CAPITONIDAE

Megalaima haemacephala indiea (Latham).
Coppersmith Barbet.

Very common around BANGKOK, and I have seen it at
CHIENGMAT also. At BANGKOE I have seen birds excavating
nesting-holes in late December. On 23 February, 1943 1
examined one nest which contained a nestling, and another
containing a nestling and an added egg measuring 0495 x 066
inches.

I did not ascertain the local Siamese name. It is the only
species of Barbet I noted in Siam. :
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Dicrurus adsimilis cathoecus Swinlioe, Chinese Black Drongo.

An extremely common bird in winter, when it will be met
in large numbers in the dry padi-fields and along the road verges.
Seyveral times | have seen parties of these Drongos perching
on tussocks of grass in the midst of a flock of feeding cattle
ggrets.  The movements of the Egrets flush large numbers of
grass-hoppers and other insects which the Drongos snap up
with the minimum of exertion. This species also perches on
the backs of cattle.

[ have no definite dates of arrival or departure; but my
general impression is that large numbers of visitors arrive about
ihe end of November and stay until April. A few pairs stay
on throughout the year: [ have seen them at Hua Hin at the
and of May, and at NA KOK, neir TacHIN, throughout June.
They were breeding at Na Kok: Majid found a nest on 4 June,
1949 which he showed to me on 12 June, 1949, and he got
another on 25 June, 1949, He shot one of the parents from
the first nest (Specimen 13/49), and it was identified as this
species by Dr. Cibson-Hill, There were quite a lot of birds
around NA Kok village when I vigited the place on the 12ih,
and a small boy brought in & nest containing 3 young birds
which I presume to be of this species. Both the nests were in
small Avicenne trees just on the fringe of the yillage; one
overhung the path leading from the village to the railway
station. They were 18 feet and 10 feet above the ground
respectively. Neither was slung befiween the two arms of a
forking branch—as are most Drongos’ nests that T have seen;
both were built on top of the fork and were hound in place with
tangles of spider-web. They were firm thick cups made of
interwoven vine stems, leaf stalks and a few fine twigs and
leaves. Though neat and robust, one could see right through the
bottom. The internal diameter was about 2% inches and the
internal depth was 11/ inches. The first nest contained a single
egg which had hatched by the time | received it. The second
nest contained 3 partly-incubated eggs; these measure 091 X
{171 inches, 0-88 X 071 inches and 0-88 X 072 inches. The
shell is fine but glossless. The ground colour is cream with a
salmon-pink tinge. They are spotted with dull madder-brown,
most of the spots being concentrated in a ring near the larger
end.

1 verified that the usual Siamese name for all Dronges is
a0l a0aeo.

Tamily ORIOLIDAE
Oriolus chinensis diffusus Sharpe. Blacknaped Oriole.

I have seen a few birds in the wooded parts of BANGKOK
during the winter months, but I have no dates of arrival or
departure.
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Family CORVIDAE
Corvus macrorhynchus andamensis Deavan, Largebilled Crow.

1 have nothing to add to Herbert's account of the breeding
of this species in BANGKOK. It also breeds in the coastal man-
grove between PAK NaMm and Banc Poo; I had nests there in
January, 1949,

Crypsirina temia (Daudin). Racquet-Tailed Magpie.

Herbert recorded this as a common breeding bird of the
serub-jungle on the outskirts of villages near BANGKOK. The
fact that Majid and I never found a nest or even identified the
species does not mean that it no longer oceurs in its old haunts:
I just never applied myself to the problem of identifying a
species which is quite unknown to me, and I never “briefed”
Majid to look for it. Still, it is strange that we never came
across it fortuitously; for we spent a good deal of time in areas
where apparently it was common in Herberf's day.

Family PARIDAE
I have no records for Siam.

Family SITTIDAE
I have no records for Siam.

Family TIMALHDAE

The eountry in which I did most of my bird-watching is
singularly unsuitable for Babblers: so it is not surprising that
in the Central Plain 1 only once came across a member of the
family—a specimen of Malacocinela abbotti (the Common Brown
Babhler) shot in serub jungle on the river-bank above BANGKOK
on 27 June, 1948.

Family AEGITHINIDAE
MBgithinia tiphia tiphia (Linn.). Bengal Common Iora.

1 gained the impression that this is not a common species
in the Central Plain: I came across it oecasionally in BANGKOX
gardens and also in the coastal mangrove,

Family PYCNONOTIDAE

Pyenonotus atriceps cinereoventris (Blyth). :
Blackheaded Bulbul.

T did not come across this species in the Central Plain;
but observed a small party on the fringe of dense jungle near
WAMPHAENG PHET on 15 April, 1949.
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Pyenonotus jocosus pattani Deignan. Redwhiskered Bulbul.

_This seems to be the common Bulbul of CHIENGMAL hut
1 did not meet it anywhere in the Central Plain.

Pycnonotus goiavier personatus (Hume). Yellowvented Bulbul.

On 22 May, 1949 1 canie across a few birds of this species.

feeding in the low scrub on Kok MAN WICHAL one of the rocky
islets in the Inner Gulf, about 18 miles out from the eastern
shore. As Herbert recorded it from the environs of BANGKOK,
I kept a close watch for it, but never once located the species
on the mainland.

Pyenonotus blanfordi robinsoni O.-Grant. " Olive-brown Bulbul.

I found this species very common in BANGKOK gardens,
but by no means common in other parts of the Central Plain
where there was equally suitable territory, though in the dry
season it may be met in the clumps of thorn trees in padi-fields
around BANGKOK. | had nests in my own garden in January,
February, March and June.

The usual situation would appear to be between five and
ten feet from the ground in a bush; but 1 have had a nest in
a cresper hanging over a loggia, and another which was 25 feet
from the ground in the almost leatless top of an Indian Jujube
Tree (Zizyphus jujuba). The nest is a firm but rather coarsely
construeted cup made with small twigs, leaf-stalks and grass,
with a good deal of spiders-web stuck on the outside. The egg-

_chamber is about 214 inches in diameter and about 114 inches
b

deep. It is penerally rather insecurely fastened on top of a
few horizontal twigs; and [ have seen a nest on the point of
collapse long before the nestlings were ready to fly. Two eggs
are laid. The shell is smooth and fairly glossy. The ground
colour is milky-white, thickly peppered with fine spots of purple-
brown and lavender. 1 have the measurements of only one
cluteh —0-81 x 061 inches and 0-80 x 061 inches.

| took observations of two nests containing young birds
from a “hide” about 4 feet from the nest. In one case the
young birds were stolen by Crows before they were ready Lo
leave the nest (not the only instance I have observed of Crows
robbing nests of this species) ; in the other case the eggs hoth
hatched on 4 March, 1949 and the young left the nest on 15
March, 1949. The parents continued to feed their young for

a few days after they had flown. 1 do not know whether the.

parents shared the duty of brooding the eggs throughout the
ineubation period; but [ saw the male take over from the female
one day after one of the eggs had hatched, which was one day
hefore the second egg hatched. The female would leave the
nest when the male started calling from a nearby hedge; then
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the male would either take her place or would remain in the
hedge calling at intervals. In either case, the female would
return to duty after about five minutes,

I have no complete record of diet; because one nest was
robbed when the youngsters were only 5 and 3 days old
respectively, and 1 did not start observing the other nest until
they were already 6 days old. At the first nest, caterpillars
were being fed to the young on the first and second days after
the second egg was hatched. At the second nest, eaterpillars
and a grasshopper were brought on the sixth day after hatching;
the same diet was served on the seventh day: I did not observe
on the eighth day; on the ninth day the birds brought only
some green and red berries (both apparently of one and the
same variety, which I could not identify); on the tenth day
another variety of scarlet berry was brought together with
a number of small caterpillars,

AL the first nest, no nest-sanitation was observed up to
the time of the fatality. At the second nest, on the sixth and
ninth days I observed a parent remove faeces from the raised
cloaca of one of the nestlings, and swallow it then and there.

I verified that the Siamese name of this species 15 nok
pr-raaet, Gt

Family TURDIDAE

Copsychus saularis musicus (HRailles). Magpie Robin.

This species is very common in BANGKOK gardens, and
I have seen numbers of nests between March and June, all inside
the little “spirit houses”—small shrines in the shape of a house
ar temple, which are placed in nearly all Siamese gardens. 1
observed one of these nests from a “hide"” tent at close range:,
the food consisted only of caterpillars; on most occasion faeces
were removed in the parent’s bill when it flew from the nest
after delivering food—and théy were picked up from the edge
of the nest where the yvoungster had voided them: but on one
occasion 1 saw a parent consume the faeces which had been
voided straight into its bhill from the upturned cloaca of the
young bird,

| have observed male Magpie Robins giving a threatening
display : they turn their backs on the objeet of their displeasure,
raise the tail and fan it out to show the white outer retrices
and under-tail eoverts, and utter a constant angry “chure.
The object of displeasure was not always apparent: sometimes
it was another male or female Robin, or a Wagtail or Mynah,
feeding nearby; sometimes it was a passing human being; and
sometimes there was no other living object in sight. 1 saw
this display given only on the ground whilst feeding—never
in trees or bushes. It does mot seem to be a habit confined
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to the eourling or breeding season, for I noticed it mostly duving
December, when there is no reproductive activity.

In addition to BaNckoK, I have seen birds in the coastal
mangrove, in the thorny scrub fringing water-channels in the
padi-fields (only during the dry season), and in the scrub on
the rocky islets in the Inner Gulf,

I verified that the local Siamese name is nok kang kane.

Saxicola torgquata stejnegeri (Parrot). Siberian Stone-chat.

An extremely common winter visitor to the padi-fields and
roadsides of the Central Plain. My earliest date was 10 October,
1948: but I have no doubt that first arrivals were a good deal
earlier; for on that date they were in considerable numbers,
and I had not been out of town for several weeks. They are
extremely common through November and Deeember; but after
that the numbers seem to drop notably. My latest record is

on 12 February, 1949, when I saw several individuals in the
MINBURI area.

Monticola solitarin ? madoci Chasen. Blue Rock-Thrush.

On 26 March, 1948 1 saw o pair courting most vigorously
at the foot of a ¢lilf on the limestone islets, Kok 51 Kox Ha,
in the middle of the Inland Sea of Singgora. If these birds
were breeding it would seem that they must have been examples
of the Malayan race, madoci Chasen. 1 asked the local Siamese
if they have a name for the bird, but they offered nok kang
lane—the name given to the Magpie Robin.

On 6 February, 1949 T shot a solitary bird perching on a
mooring post at the mouth of the RANGSIT Canal. Specimen
3/49. Unfortunately it was a female, so Dr. Gibson-Hill has
been unable to determine the race.

On 6 November, 1949 1 saw a single male bird near
PRACHINBURI, on the foothills at the northern edge of the
Central Plain. Unfortunately T could not get close enough to
determine the sub-species. It was moving amongst some huge
granite outcrops—quite an ideal nesting site, if this were a

resident race,
Family SYLVIIDAE
Gerygone sulphurea Wallace. Fly-Eater.
Fairly common in the ecastal mangrove between PAX NAM
and BanG Poo: I verified my aural identification by shooting a
specimen for examination. :
Cisticola juncidis malaya Lynes, Streaked Fantail Warbler.,

Common in the padi-fields of the Central Plain, but not so
numerous or so evenly distributed as the Greater Brown Wren-
Warbler (Prinia inornata herberti). Its localized distribution
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is nmatural; for it nests very close to the ground and thus has
to select the few areas which are free from flooding in the
rains, whilst Priniu makes its nest two or three feet from the
ground, and so can build over water of moderate depth. In
my experience {which is not nearly so extensive as that of
Herbert) this species builds later than Prinie: I have had nests
only in July. I have found nests only at the 77th kilo,, Bangkok
—Lopburi highway; though I have seen many birds near
BANGKOK during the supposed breeding season, Three eggs
seems to be the usual clutch, but on 21 July, 1948 1 found a
nest containing four eggs. 1 have the measurements of only
two clutches, each of 2 eggs: one clutch averaged 054 X 042
inches and the other was 0-69 X 0-43 inches. Unfortunately
Herbert records no measurements of the long series of nests he
found., At Sime Road Internment Camp, Singapore, the average
size of 15 eggs was 0-63 X 045 inches.

Siamese peasants who were in my company when I visited
various nests of this species at the 77th kilo., insisted that the
nests and eggs were those of the Button-Quail (Excalfactorin
chinensis) which they described by its Siamese name and also
identified in the flesh. Evidently this is a common local
misconception.

The local Siamese name for this species is nok Jea-chip, which
iz the name given to nearly all Warblers and many other small
Passerine birds,

Prinia flaviventris rafMesi Tweed. Yellowbellied Wren-Warbler.

Herbert recorded this species as breeding near BANGKOK
and also at SAMKOK, Usually it is a quite conspicuous bird
with a quite unmistakeable song; and 1 am sure that Majid and
1 would not have missed it were it now present in any parts of
the Central Plain which we frequented. But during my short
trip to the valley of the Mae Ping between PAKNAMPHO and
KAMPHAENG PHET 1 found it to be common in the thick coarse
grass which clothes the river banks and the higher sand-bars.

Prinia inornata herberti Baker, Greater Brown Wren-Warbler.

This is an extremely common bird in BANGKOK and the
surrounding country. 1 am not sure whether there is any local
diminution in numbers gut of the breeding season: eertainly
{fewer birds came to my notice between the months of August
and Mareh inelusive, but that may be only because the birds are
almost silent outside the breeding season. In March they perk
up as soon as the “mangrove showers” give temporary relief
fyom the long dry season; but usually dry weather seis in again
after these few days of rain, and the birds become gilent once
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more until the monsoon arrives. Their apparent dependence
on rain was illustrated in 1949 when the monsoon made a false
start early in April: the sedges in which these birds build their
nests sprang up in every pool and waterway, the Wren-Warblers
started their incessant calling, and on 23 April, 1949 I found
4 nest containing 2 egpes, Then the rains stopped, and the
drought extended into mid-JTune whilst much of the new green
withered. The birds became silent again, and we found no
more nests until the rains returned. 1 found one on 19 June,
1849; it contained 3 eggs. 1 examined the grass of which it was
made and found that the dry heat had made it brittle and
powdery. In 1948 there had been no early false start to the
rains: they came normally, in May; and through May and June
I found many nests, plus a few in July; the plucked grass of
which these nests were woven remained green and pliant in
the wet weather.

The normal clufch iz 4 eges: they average 0680 > 047
inches. I have a complete breeding record of only one nest; the
last of the 4 eggs was laid between 0730 hours on the 25th and
QB00 hours on the 26th April and they all hatched between
0730 hours on the 6th and 0730 hours on the Tth May. All the
nestlings left the nest between 0730 hours on the 17th and the
same hour on the 18th May. I watched the parents feeding
young in a nest, nsing a “hide” tent erected three feet distant.
All the feeding was done by one bird (presumably the female),
whilst ils mate sat on a nearby perch and ealled encouragingly.
Caterpillars, grasshoppers and spiders' egp-bags were fed to
the young; on several occasions faeces were picked out of the
nest and carried away in the bird's bill.

The usual nest was a purse-shaped structure supported by
stalks of the sedge, Scirpus grossus. The fine grass of which
the nest was built was woven around a number of these stalks
—17 stalks were thus incorporated in a nest which 1 examined
closely. These nests in Scirpus usually were slung over the water
at the edge of a pool or irrigation channel at a height of about
18 inches above the water. 1 found other similar nests huilt
in coarse grass (Imperator sp.) overhanging the bank of a
canal; such prass does not provide such firm support as the
gsedge, and one nest which 1 examined closely was woven around
39 stems of the grass.

Majid showed me a third type of nest in the sally marsh-

land immediately behind the coastal mangrove near Banc Poo. -

This was a pouch hanging from a single twig of a small bush,
at a height of 2 feet above the ground. The twig was woven
into the upper curve of the rounded back of the pouch. The
nest itself was made of fine grass. In shape and method of
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attachment it was very like a Flower pecker's nest, It eon-
tained nestlings. The parenis were in close attendance, and |
made a visual identification at extremely close range. Herbert
noted a similar type of nest in the TACHIN area.

1 verified that the local Siamese name is the usual nok
ka-chip. 1 did not find that Siamese peasants normally distin-
guish between various species of small Warblers by adding to
the name a deseriptive adjective such as Mg pen (= fan-
tailed) and hang yao (= long-tailed). 1 wonder whether
Herbert’s collectors really got these names from peasants or
whether they coined them to aid them in naming species between
which the ordinary peasant makes no differentiation,

Megalurus palustris andrewsi Bangs.
Striated Marsh Warbler,

I found this species in only one part of the Central Plain
—on the grazing land at the 77th kilo., Banghok—Lopburi
highway. I have nothing to add to Herbert's account of its
unusual appearance and its nesting habits,

The local Siamese name is nok pa-riawt (the name given
to the Bulbuls). The local peasants did not know the name
nok o pork ngua quoted by Herbert, '

Acrocephalus arundinaceus orientalis (Temm. & Schleg.).
Japanese Great Reed-Warbler.

I have noted this migrant only in April and May, when
il is very noisy and will be found skulking amongst the thorn
trees and scrub fringing irrigation-channels in the padi-fields
around BANGKOK, and also will be found at the back of the
coastal mangrove. My latest date was 9 May, 1948, when |
shot two specimens at the back of the mangrove near BanNg
Poo; possibly the species may be found at later dates, but |
had no opportunity to continue my observations of it

Orthotomus atrogularis nitidus Hume.
Indochinese Blackthroated Tailor-Bird.

1 did not find this species in the Central Plain or around
BANGKOK, where, indeed, Herbert found it only in the fruit-
gardens on the west bank which 1 scarcely visited.

I found it only on the edge of virgin jungle near Kam-
PHAENG PHET.

Orthotomus sutorius inexpectatus La Touche. .
Indochinese Longtlailed Tailor-Bird.

A very common species in BANGKOK gardens and in the
little patches of serub in the padi-fields, 1 have nothing to
add to Herbert’s account of its local nesting habits,
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Family MUSCICAPIDAE

Rhipidura javanica longicauda Wallace,
Pied Fantail-Flycatcher.
A fairly common species in BANGKOK gardens and in the
serub fringing the waterways.
Terpsiphone paradisi subsp, Paradise Flyeatcher.
_On 1 Februavy, 1948 1 saw a female in the THONRURI
fruit-gardens. | was not able to determine the race.

The above are the only two Flyecatchers that I recorded in
Siam.

Family MOTACILLIDAE

Motacilla lugubris ? leucopsis Gould. Pied Wagtail.

A common winter visitor to BANGKOK. In 1948 I recorded
the first arrvivals on 22 October, and for 1949 the date was
19 October. 1 have no conclusive date for departure; but
I recorded the birds as still present on 7 Mareh, 1949, and I

am pretty sure that none remained in BANGKOK after the end
af Mareh.

Anthus cervinus (Pallas). Hed-Throated Pipit.
Not uncommon in BANGKOK and along roads of the Central

Plain in the winter months. 1 have seen it only in mixed flocks

with Anthus richardi,

Anthus hodgsoni inopinatus Hart. & Steinb. Tree-Pipit.

A common bird in CHIENGMAI; but 1 have not met it any-
where in the Central Plain.

Family ARTAMIDAE

Artamus fuseus Vieillot Ashy Swallow-Shrike.

I have no interesting records about this bird. I have seen
it in the fruit-gardens of THONBURI, and in CHIENMGMAL and
its environs.

Family LANIIDAE

Lanius schach schomburgki. Black-Headed Shrike.

A very common species throughout the Central Plain; it
frequents places where it can enjoy & variety of high perches—
{rees, telegraph poles or their wires—from which it can dive
on its prey in the grass below. The only food [ have seen it
capture is grasshoppers, During the cool season this bird was
particularly common along the roadsides; then I observed a
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marked dhpinuiipn in numbers between the months of February
and June inclusive. From the end of June onwards the hird
seemed to be as common as ever, According to Herbert, for
part of the period I quote, in May and June, the birds are
nesting; that may be why they are no longer conspicuous along
the roads, for the nests usually are in trees out in the padi-fields.
I found nests on 21 April, 1948 (with 4 slightly incubated eggs)
and on 23 June 1948 (with 3 fledglings). My observations on
the nests and eggs coincide with those published by Herbert.
My clutch of 4 cpgs averaged (-98 x 01 inches,

Lanius eristatus cristatus Linn, Siberian Brown Shrike.

Shrikes of this species are common in BANGKOK gardens
and along the roads towards the coast; I have no record of
the species further up into the Central Plain, My earliest record
of an arrival is 23 September, 1949, [ have no definite record
for departure; I recorded that the species was still present
on 22 May, 1948. The bird is noisy and pugnacious, and I have
seen it drive away much larger birds—such as Mynas.

Family STURNIDAE

Gracula religiosa intermedia Hay. Indochinese Grackle.

The wooded belt along the Mae Nam Chao Phya, above
BANGKOK, seems well suited to this species, but in fact 1 never
came across a Grackle in the Central Plain.

Majid and Aziz found a pair breeding near KAMPHAENG
PHET on 27 April, 1949, The eggs were laid in a hollow at
the end of a broken, rotted branch, about 30 feet from the ground
on a teak tree in the open “pa daeng” forest. One EEE Wis
smashed by the climber; the other was considerably incubated.
It measuores 133 % 096 inches. The ground colour is pale
bluish-green. It is evenly but faintly blotched with purplish-
brown. (Majid reports that the smashed egg was similarly
coloured). Thus this clutch differs markedly in colour from
the richly coloured, boldly marked, eggs of Gracula r. religiose
that I have seen in the Malay state of Pahang,

Local peasants recorded in Siamese seript that the name
for this species is nok khun thawny.

Sturnus sinensis (Gmel.). Chinese Starling.
I have seen this species only once—a flock at Avutmia

in November, 1948,

Sturnus nigricollis (Paylkull). Black-Collared Mymna.

The most common Mynah in BANGKOK, and very common
around villages and scrubby areas in the padi-fields.” T gained
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the impression that the BANGKOK birds leave the suburbs in
the dry season and join their fellows out in the padi-fields.
At most times of the year they travel around in flocks of up
to forty birds.

They breed in the padi-fields, building large, conspicuous,
untidy nests in small trees and clumps of bamboo. They huild
their nests at the end of February or beginning of Mareh, and
by the second week in April all the eggs have hatched. 1 do
not agree with Herbert's observation that sihe nesting season
extends over several months from the commencement of the
yains': I could find no nests in use after the end of April.

The Siamese name for all Mynas is nek iang.

Aeridotheres tristis tristis (Linn.)}. Indian Common Myna.

A fairly common species in BaNcKok and the surrounding
country, but not so common in the city as the preceding
species. On 8 September, 1948 1 found a nest containing young
birds under the roof of a building in my garden. Al PAENAM-
pro, on 12 April, 1949, 1 watehed a bird building under the eaves
of a house. There it is a fairly common species, but nol so
common as the preceding and the following species.

Acridotheres cristatellus grandis Moore.
Siamese Crested Myna.

The least common of the Mynas around BANGEKOK, and
very localized : 1 have seen it only beyond the fruit-gardens on
the west bank beyond TrONBURI and in the rice-fields beyond
BANGKOK'S eastern suburbs. The enly other place in the Central
Plain where I have met it is AYUTHIA there it is quite common.
At ‘CHIENGMAIL ! got the impression that it is the most common
of the Mynahs. 1 also gol that impression at PAKNAMPHO;
there, Majid obtained a nest on 26 April, 1949. 1t was built
between the ceiling and roof of a small pavilion on the river-
bank, and was constructed with the usual untidy mass of straw
and rubbish. It contained 4 very much incubated eggs.

Qturnopastor contra floweri (Sharpe). Pied Myna.

This bird is common in many parts of the Central Plain,
including AYUTHIA in the north, Hua TAKAE in the east, the
salty coastal marshes near BANG Poo in the south, and NAKHORN
PATHOM in the west; but I have never met it within fifteen
miles of BANGKOK. In many places 1 have seen mixed flocks
of this bird and Stwrnus nigricollis.

In my experience this species starts nesting a good deal
earlier than 8. migricollis, and in the MINBURL area on 12
February, 1949 we saw many pairs busy building nests; but
none of those that we examined had eggs or Young. But on
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15 February, 1949 in the same area Aziz obtained a cluteh of
three considerably incubated eggs. The nest was the typical
Myna's structure, 27 feet from the ground near the tip of a
bamboo. The untidy mass of straw was lined with dead grass,
a few pieces of fish-skin and the sloughed skin of a small snake.

During a visit of 4 days to the PAKNAMPHO—KAMPHAENG
PHET area, I saw no signs of this species in April, 1949,

Family NECTARINIIDAE

Leptocoma jugularis lammaxillaris (Blyth),
Yellowbreasted Sunbird.

Quite a common species in BANGKOK gardens, but 1 have
no observations worth recording,

This is the only species of Sunbird that 1 saw in Siam.
Admittedly 1 scarcely visited Herbert's favourite fruit-gardens
on the west bank; but 1 did spend a good deal of time along
the river-banks above BANGKOK, and also in the coastal man-
groves,—all areas where one would expect to meet some variety
of Sunbird,

I never saw or heard a Spider-Hunter,

Family DICAEIIDAE

Dicacum cruentatum ignitum (Begh.).
Scarletbacked Flower-Pecker.

Not uncommon in BANGKOK gardens. This is the only
species of Flower-pecker that 1 met in Siam.

Family ZOSTEROPIDAE

Judging by my experience in Malaya, the White-Eves would
be difficult to miss in the mangrove if they were there; but
I never saw or heard a trace of them.

Family PLOCEIDAE

Passer montanus malaccensis Dub.
Malaysian Tree-Sparrow.
Quite a common species around BANGKOKX: at certain times
of the year large Hlocks may be seen in the avenues of irees
north of the eity. 1 did not establish whether it is entirely
replaced by the next species away out in the padi-fields.
I verified that the Siamese name is nok kra-charp.
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Passer flaveolus Blyth, Pegu House-Sparrow.

In the Central Plain this is a bird of the stubble-fields,
the rick-yards and the dusty roads. 1 have seen it twice in
my BANGKOK garden; but in BANGKOK and in most of the
villages—and particularly in the vicinity of rice-mills—it is
replaced by P. monfanis,

Outside, BANGKOK, 1 saw a pair courting on the dusty
verge of the road: the male was giving a display to the female;
e stood with his body very flattened-out, with his tail raised,
and quivering his lowered wings—altogether a posture much
more suited to the female, and 1 suppose he was encouraging
her E:;f:r emulate him. The date of this observation was 14 June,
1949,

On 30 June, 1949 Majid found a nest under the eaves of
a temple near the 77th kilo., Bangkok—Lopburi highway, It
contained two nestlings and an addled egg.

Munia punctulata topela Swinhoe. Chinese Spotted Munia.

Quite a common breeding bird in BANGKOK gardens. 1
have records of nests in May and June. This is the only species
of Munia which | have recorded in Siam. [ do not suggest that
other species will not be found in the Central Plain, for 1 may
have neglected the genus; but certainly 1 was surprised to find
that this great plain of rice and grassland is not thronged with
those busy little parties of various Munias which are such a
tvpical feature of open country in Malaya.

Ploceus philippinus infortunatus Hart.
Eastern Weaver-Finch.

A very common species which breeds in gardens, in the
patches of scrub which line waterways and surround villages,
and at the back of the coastal mangrove. 1 have notes of epps
in nesting colonies in May,

1 verified that the Siamese name is nok kru-charp.

Ploceus manyar peguensis Baker, Strinted Weaver-Finch.

In my experience this is a very localized species: 1 did not
see any birds outside the breeding season, but 1 found nesting
colonies near PATHUMTHANI and at the 77th kilo., BANGKOE—
Lopburi highway. The Pathomthani colony was very small, and
all the nests were suspended from a bush over water. There
were several colonies at the 77th kilo,, all built in the preat
clumps of Seirpus grossus surrounding small pools, Here, on
3 July, 1949, I found large numbers of nests (of which rather
more than 50% were cock-swings) all built in the sedges, and
all located in sueh sedges as were growing at the very brink of
open waler. Apparently they did not eare to build in the
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middle of the dense and featureless groves of these eight-foot
grasses; but on 6th July of the previous year I found numbers
of cock-swings (bul no genuine nests) away in the middle of
the reed-beds. But by that date last year the buffaloes had
already been driven into the swamps and had beaten out eorri-
dors through the dense vegetation.

In all cases at the 77ih kilo. 1 found that the nests were
most intriguingly slung between ten or more stalks of Seirpus.
This sedge bursts into a number of leaves like blades of gTiss,
forming a top-knot. The birds had drawn one or two leaves
from each top-knot into the apex of the nest, so that it hung
in the centre of a circle of Seirpus stalks all of whose heads were
bent in to the centre, The workmanship of the actual nest is
not nearly so neat as that of P. philippinus infortunatus. The
shape—particularly of the top of the nest—is not regular, and
the weave is not so fine and smooth. The entrance-tube is
much shorter than that of the latter species; and a curious
feature was that those nests which contained epgs or were not
yet completed had particularly short tubes, nol projecting even
as low as the bottom of the nest ; but some I found, which either
contained young or had been abandoned after use, which had
longer entrance-tubes—some even projecting two or three inches
Lelow the bottom of the nest. It seems to me possible that the
parents extend the tube at some stage during incubation or after
the eggs have hatched.

None of the nests that 1 have seen were hung in places
infested with red ants—as is the usual custom of P. philippinus:
but all except those attached to a bush near PATHUMTHANI
were hanging on vegetation growing in deep water, .

The normal clutch seems to be two eges, judging by those
I have examined at the 77th kilo.; but Herbert, who may have
seen far more than 1, states that the usual clutchr is four, I
have measurements of only one clutch:—078 % 055 inches
and 077 X 0-65 inches.

Emberiza aureola ornata Shulpin. Yellowbreasted Bunting.

This bird appears in large flocks in the Central Plain in
the winter months. 1 have seen it both oul in the padi-fields
and at the back of the coastal mangrove. I have no dates
for arrival or departure,
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